Listening to God <Slide 1>

Punchline: We often spend our time in prayer speaking and commanding God.  We can also ask God questions and listen for answers.  And God will answer.

1) ASC kids would say, “I need a snack” <Slide 2> and I would say, “That’s nice.” Or “What does that have to do with me?” or  “Really? I need a million bucks.”  Then they’d stare blankly at me.

a. It might be irrational, but I really appreciate when someone wants something, if they ask instead of tell…

2) In today’s reading, I love Martha’s approach because it reminds me a little bit too much of myself. <Slide 3>
a. Martha is rushing around

b. Mary was listening to what Jesus was saying

c. Martha said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself?  Tell her to help me.”

=> Not only did Martha have the nerve to tell the Lord what to do, she had the nerve to tell him (command, not ask) to correct someone else.

· I chuckle because Martha sounds a little bit like me.

“God help Lindsay see that I’m right.”

=> But seriously, in my prayers, I tend to tell God what to do a lot.

“God do this for me.”

“God do that for me.”

“God help me.”

And Jesus said, “Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

d. Martha commanded God, Mary listened to God

3) In our prayers, we all tell God what to do.<Slide 4>
a. God do this, God do that, God help us

b. Look at the bulletin:  What kinds of prayers do we normally have?

i. God be with us

ii. God forgive us

iii. God teach us

iv. God use us

v. God send us

· These aren’t bad, Jesus did these

4) But how often do we ask God a question?  And how often do we listen, like Mary?  Seriously take time out of what we’re doing and just listen.

5) God came to Elijah <slide 5>
a. Not in a fire, not in a wind, not in an earthquake

b. But in the sound of silence

=> If Elijah had not been listening, he would not have heard God

· God isn’t just in booming voices and burning bushes, God is in the quiet and the silence

6) Church leadership seminar

a. We took a moment to pray before we told other people what to pray for us

b. We asked God, “God, what should I ask these people to pray for me?”

i. So often we tell God what to do, but how often do we ask him what we should do?

7) There are so many questions like these that we can be asking God: <Slide 6>
i. Normally we might tell God: Use me!

But instead we can ask: How are you going to use me today?

ii. Normally we might tell God: Help me talk to people about my faith!

But instead we can ask: What opportunities will you give me today to talk about my faith?

iii. Normally we might tell God: Show me what to do!

But instead we can ask: What signs will I see today?


iv. Normally we might tell God: Heal someone!

But instead we can ask: What can I do to serve this person today?


· When we ask questions, what is the next step in our prayer?  Listening!  And when we listen, God promises that we will hear.

That’s the reason for this whole silent prayer thing we’re doing today.  I think we often pray (and it’s not bad, Jesus did it) the way Martha prayed…we’re busy, we running around, we find some time and we tell God what to do and then we keep going at 90 miles an hour, hoping that God’s answer will smack us in the face (and sometimes it does in the form of an accident).  But I want to encourage and challenge all of us, myself included, to listen.  And the best way to force ourselves to listen…is to ask questions.  Not only will it open our ears during the time of prayer, but it will open our eyes and hearts and minds throughout our lives.

And the good news is that when we listen to God, God has wonderful, amazing, even miraculous things to say.  God has great advice.  God has thrilling encouragement.  God has a wonderful sense of humor.  God has reliable reassurance.  God has perfect love.  And all these things He wants to share with us, if we just listen.   So our homework this week is to turn some of our demands into questions and to include some time of listening in our prayer lives.  Let’s listen for God and to God.  Instead of telling God what to do, let’s listen for what God is telling us.  Let’s ask him questions trusting that he is always speaking.  Sisters and brothers in Christ, like Mary, let us choose the better part.  It will not be taken away from us. 
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