Restore to Me the Joy of Thy Salvation <Slide 1>

Punchline: We are called to be joyful people.  We find joy when we take a risk on God and he comes through.

1) Lenten series: God’s vision

a. What are some of God’s visions and how do they apply to us?

2) Calvin and Hobbes - borrrriiing! <Slide 2>
a. Have you ever been to something -  a class a meeting, whatever, where you felt like his?

i. Andy falling asleep on Clay’s shoulder

b. Have you ever been in church and you felt like this?

c. Have you ever fallen asleep in church?

3) Faith shouldn’t be boring!  Faith should be exciting!

a. God’s visions are exciting

i. An old lady giving birth

ii. A virgin giving birth

iii. A city paved with gold

b. And in the Isaiah text:

i. The wolf and lamb shall feed together

ii. Dying at the age of 100 will be young

iii. A lion eating straw

iv. Nobody getting hurt and nothing being destroyed

=> Church needs more excitement!

4) But in the text, we see that God’s people aren’t exciting, they’re joyful.

a. “But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.” <Slide 4>
=> That’s the vision.  God’s vision for the church is not a place where things are exciting or, dare I say, entertaining.  God’s vision for the church is a place where things are joyful.  <Click>
b. There are a billion ways to draw people in the church with excitement - newspaper ads, special events, loud bands, flashing lights, etc.

=> but the only way to engage them in a life of discipleship?  Joy.

Otherwise, no matter how flashy the lights, no matter how great the facility, no matter how rockin’ the band is, no matter how exciting things are, if there’s no joy, it’s booorrring.  <Slide 4>
5) Throughout scripture we’re called to be a joyful people <Slide 6>
a. Nehemiah - “the joy of the Lord is your strength”

b. Psalm 66 - “Make a joyful noise.”

c. Psalm 51 - “Restore me to the joy…”

d. Rev - “I have this against you.  You abandoned the love you had at first.”

=> How many times does it say in scripture that we should be exciting? 0

-> and do you know the first time the word “excited” is used?  The people were excited about the golden calf.

=> How many times does it say we should be entertaining? 0

6) Okay, great.  So we’re supposed to be more joyful.  How do we do that?


Well, where do we see joyful people in the bible? <Slide 7>
a. Noah is joyful when the flood waters recede.

b. Abraham is joyful when he has a child

c. Isaac and his family are joyful when Joseph provides them food

d. Moses is joyful when the people are freed

e. The Israelites are joyful when the manna appears

f. The Israelites are joyful when they reach the promised land

g. Isaiah is joyful when the Israelites are returned from exile

h. Joseph and Mary are joyful when Jesus is born

i. Everyone is joyful when Jesus is resurrected

=> It’s all about trusting God’s vision and find that he is trustworthy.

Notice that it wasn’t just things that happened and the people were happy - that will bring happiness, but not joy.  It was when they had to take a big risk.  And when God came through, they were joyful.  The bigger the risk, the bigger the joy.

7) Have you ever taken a risk, really gone out on a limb, on God and had him come through? <Slide>
a. For me, tithing.  Moving to Texas is another.  Being called to this pastorate is another.  

=> that’s where joy comes from


I’ve been thinking a lot, maybe because of the upcoming baby, maybe because I recently hit the year and a half mark as pastor of this church, maybe because I’m going to turn 30 this summer, but I’ve been thinking a lot about the future of this church.  And I’ve realized that believing in Oakhurst Presbyterian Church is a big risk.  Believing that this church will turn around and will grow is a little bit crazy.  After all we’ve been in decline for what 30, 40 years?  To believe in such a wild dream opens us up to big disappointment, not just in ourselves, not just in our church, but in God.  What if God doesn’t come through?!


Brothers and sisters in Christ, in putting our hearts and our faith on the line, we are not just opening ourselves up to big disappointment, we are opening ourselves up to enormous, gigantic, colossal joy!  God has promised and God has done much crazier things than that!  A virgin gave birth!  A man came back from the dead!  A sea was parted!  Abraham’s descendants are as numerous as the stars!  God’s visions have been realized and they will be made real for us.  God’s vision of a joyful people, a people who trust him and find him trustworthy, a people so overflowing with joy that the neighbors call the police, a people who laugh and dance and sing and clap, a people who are delighted and who are a delight to others, a people who grow older but never grow up, a people who have so many prayers of joy they forget their prayers of concern, a people who folks out there want to come in and be a part of, a people who remember God and what he has done…that is who we are called to be.  That is who we can be.  That is who we will be.  We have seen God’s vision.  Do we risk believing?

