His Own Sheep <slide 1>
John 10:1-10
Punchline: The shepherd takes care of his own sheep and calls them by name.

0) I was writing this sermon last night at 10:00pm and the Spirit gave me an epiphany.  Actually, it gave me two epiphanies.  The first was: “Don’t write your sermons at 10:00 pm on Saturday.”  The second was a new idea and title so the title for the sermons in the bulletin is not accurate.
1) Last year when we finished the school year in the After School for Christ program, does anyone remember how many students we had in the program?  About 60. <slide 2>

=> we have a great program, lots of kids wanted to be involved, we didn’t want to 
turn anyone away - so we let them all sign up and they would come whenever 
they wanted - some would come once every two months, some even less. It was 
actually a pretty big problem because we’d never know who would show up and  
we had too many kids.

a. And so our question became “How can we make disciples of everyone?”

2) The text:

a. Jesus makes a comparison a shepherd leading sheep out of a sheepfold

i. The sheepfold: a pen where everyone in town keeps their sheep at night <slide 3>
b. In the morning, each shepherd comes to the gate and calls his sheep by name and they know him and follow him out to graze or wherever he leads them.

c. The shepherd does not call all the sheep.  Only his own: 

<slide 4>

(in the text) v3 - He calls his own sheep.  v4 - He has brought out all his own
d. The shepherd calls his own sheep out by name and leads them out

=> The shepherd knows before he goes to the sheepfold exactly which sheep are his and exactly which sheep he is in charge of protecting

=> Jesus’ answer to our question - “How can we make disciples of everyone?”

You can’t so don’t try. <slide 5>
3) ASC this year : a new strategy - limited roster 30 students (by name), high commitment, high expectation.  In general much better behavior, students coming to worship, students going to the night shelter every month etc.


Yes, we had to turn some kids away.  We had to say “sorry, we’d love to make you a disciple, but we feel God has led us to these 30 kids in particular.”
4) I wish we could serve everyone and it’s hard to turn people away.  And I wonder what God thinks about us picking a small group of people who we are going to work with.

5) But then I think about Jesus: <Slide 6>
a. Jesus preached to thousands at a time

b. He sent seventy at a time

c. But How many did Jesus call to be in close relationship with him? 12 - less than half the number in ASC.  And he called them by name.

d. And how many were especially close to him: Peter, James, John

=> At the transfiguration, the resurrection of the little girl, the Garden of Gethsemane - he sent everyone but those three away

=> Jesus, the good shepherd knew exactly who his flock was and called them by name.  He knew who he wanted to preach to, who he wanted to build relationship with, and who he wanted to build deep relationship with.

6) So as a congregation we’ve been praying for one person by name <slide 7> 

a. Why one person?  If we try to manage a flock too large we will fail - we are human and can only handle so much at a time

b. Why by name?  As humans we need to set goals/make lists or we naturally fall into procrastination at best or chaos at worst.


There really are many good causes asking for our money - churches, charities, community and school events, friends and family … And there are so many people in the world who need our time, energy, and relationship - how many people do we know that could use some extra God in their lives, how many people could use a prayer or a friend or a call or a visit.  It’s easy to get overwhelmed by all the ways we could serve.  


But we are not called to make disciples of every sheep in the fold - only those that God has entrusted us with.  Ask God which sheep are yours, pray for them and invite them by name, and lead them through the gate.  And as Christ, the good shepherd, spent his life for his sheep, so we are called to spend our lives for ours, no matter how small our flocks might be.


<Slide 8> Brothers and sisters, in Jesus Christ you are a part of God’s flock.  Today God calls you by name into service and leads you through the gate to follow the voice of your shepherd.  Trust in his guidance, follow him, and he will lead you.
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