Lord Teach Us to Pray <Slide 1>

Punchline: We need to be taught to pray, it is not an instinctive knowledge.  But the power of prayer is not in our ability to pray, it is in God’s willingness to listen.

1) Original Sin in the book “Blue Like Jazz” <Slide 2>
a. It’s not about guilt, it’s about having to be taught the difference between right and wrong

b. If a child is not taught the difference between right and wrong, you don’t blame them when they do wrong.
c. Without teaching, we will choose wrong.

2) -

a. Activities we can figure out without any teaching at all:

i. Eat

ii. Drink

iii. Walk

b. Activities we can learn by passive observation:

i. Talking

ii. Using tools (Basic – hammer or power – drill or saw)

iii. Going to church

c. Activities we need to be taught directly:

i. Reading

ii. Math

iii. Right and wrong

3) Where does prayer fit? <Slide 3>
=> learning that we SHOULD pray might be something we can learn by observation

=> learning HOW to pray must be taught directly

4) The text:

a. The disciples go to Jesus and ask, “Lord, Teach Us to Pray” <Slide 4>
i. (Our prayer drive title)

Unfortunately, it’s something that we’ve kind of forgot about.  We just kind of assume that people are born with the knowledge of what prayer is and how we’re supposed to pray.  Just think about how much time we spent teaching the bible compared with how much time we spend teaching prayer.  And in our daily lives, how much time do we spent in prayer?  I know for me, unless I am intentional about it - unless I set aside real time, close the door, turn off the phone and computer, I will spend less than 5 minutes in prayer a day - and that includes opening and closing meetings, praying with people when I visit them, etc.  The point is, prayer needs to be taught, but since we don’t teach prayer very much, we don’t pray very much.

5) So how does Jesus teach prayer? <Slide 5>
a. He prays with them

b. He instructs them

c. He encourages


And this is what we must do <Click>- we must learn and practice prayer in order to be disciples and we must teach prayer in order to make disciples.

I say must, though this is not a chore or a task - in fact it is a joy.  I have all kinds of personal testimony about the power of prayer from the smallest thing like finding lost keys to the serious things like resisting the insidious and powerful temptations of money, drugs, and sex to community things like the health of Madelyn Henry, Jane and Gayle’s granddaughter and the forward momentum of this church to world things like the end of the violence in Kenya and the disarmament of the IRA in Northern Ireland.


And this is the whole point of the entire prayer drive - prayer is powerful.  

<Slide 6> We teach good from bad because it makes people better. We teach the bible because it changes lives.  And we teach prayer because it changes the world.  There is no greater weapon of evil - no nuclear, biological, or chemical weapon - no injustice, bigotry, oppression or genocide - no thought, word, or deed - that is more powerful than the prayer of a person who is full of the Holy Spirit.  The disciples knew it and that’s exactly why they asked Jesus to teach them.  The demons knew it and that’s why they trembled at the name of Jesus.  Jesus knew it and that’s why he spent so much time praying - when he raised Lazarus from the dead, in the garden of Gethsemane, even on the cross Jesus prayed.


God calls us to pray for each other and with each other, to teach and learn how to pray, and to encourage each other and hold each other accountable to the truth of the gospel - prayer works. <click> “Ask and it will be given you, search and you will find, knock and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.


So as we embark on our prayer drive let us ask, “Lord, Teach Us to Pray.”
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