Where Are You? <Slide 1>

Punchline: When we pray we can be honest about how we’re doing because God is ready to hear and wants to be in full relationship with us.

1) In my marriage, I have a huge passive aggressive streak <slide 2>
a. The lost DVD

=> even in my closest earthly relationship, I have trouble saying how I’m really feeling

2) When someone asks us “How are you doing?” <slide 3>
a. “Okay” or “fine”

b. How many, by show of hands, have answered that question, “Fine” when we’re really not doing fine.

=> I understand that socially it’s not always the best idea to say exactly how you’re doing to everyone who asks.

3) But what about God - Is that how we pray? <Slide 4>
a. The checklist prayer <click>
i. “God help my dad and my brother.  <click> Protect the kids.   <click> Thanks for the blessings.  <click> Amen.” – Like ordering at the drive through.

· There’s nothing wrong with this kind of prayer, it’s just not particularly satisfying or powerful.

4) <Slide 5> Q: After they ate the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, as soon as they were sinners and they knew it, what did Adam and Eve do?

A: They tried to hide from God

a. They covered themselves and hid in the bushes

b. What did God do?  He came looking.

i. “Where are you?”

ii. Did God not know where they were?

1. He knew where they were, he wanted conversation, he wanted to relationship

5) Lamentations

a. 1/3 of all the psalms are not praise but sadness, lament

b. Lamentations, Job entire books of the bible

c. Jesus wept when Lazarus died, Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane

=> The bible is very clear that true prayer means being naked before God.  When God asks “Where are you?” there is no hiding.  When God asks “How we’re doing” there is no “fine” or “okay.”  God wants to know how we’re doing – the good, the bad, and the ugly.

· When I really pray a prayer to build relationship, the first thing I do is take 5 minutes and tell God: <Slide 6>
· How I feel <click>
· Something I’m joyful for<click>
· Something I grieve or lament – “It just stinks.” <click>
· Something I’m scared about<click>
· Something I’m hopeful about<click>
· The first question I ask God, “How’s that whole ‘running the universe’ thing going?” <click>
=> Joy, concern (lament/grief), hope, fear

Does God already know?  Surely.  But he wants to be in conversation and relationship.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, God is calling out “Where are you?”  <Slide 7> He wants to know the real you – not the you that says “Fine” when you’re not fine.  And He wants to really be known by you.  God already knows where you’ve been.  God knows where you are.  God knows where you are going.  He knows all your deep dark secrets and all your little white lies, all you crowning acheivements and all your embarrassing moments, everything you have done and everything you will do, all your joy, all your guilt and all your shame, and He loves you anyway.  And so he calls us into honest and open relationship.  He calls us to stop hiding and be nakedly honest – no secrects, no lies, no pat answers, no checklist prayers.  And God invites us to be members of His church, He invites us to this table, and He invites to pray: openly, honestly, and without shame.
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