All Together <Slide 1>

Punchline: The Holy Spirit has the power to overcome language barriers.  In uniting in prayer and in work, the Holy Spirit gives us the power to do miraculous feats.

1) The big challenge facing our congregation:

a. Differences of language, culture, experience <slide 2>
“How can we serve, build relationship, and proclaim the good news in action and word if we don’t speak the same language as the community?”

2) The Text - The Holy Spirit at Pentecost <Slide 3>
a. The good news for us: The problem has already been solved!

b. The church at Pentecost faced the exact same challenge:

Luke is very clear:

i. The gathered witnesses of the resurrection “were all Galileans”

ii. Jews from “every nation under heaven” were coming to Jerusalem

c. They wanted to proclaim the resurrection, but they were among people that they didn’t relate to.

i. Different language

ii. Different culture

iii. Different experience

d. The Holy Spirit came upon them and they were able to communicate with others.

i. The Holy Spirit gave them the power to overcome differences and 3000 were baptized that day.

ii. And it was all of them

1. “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit”
2. It wasn’t that they a few translators, it wasn’t that only a few of them had the gift - All of them were touched by the Holy Spirit and all of them reached out in miraculous ways
3. Peter quotes Joel and says - “Young and old, slave and free, male and female…all will prophecy.”
3) But I also want to ask another question:  <Slide 4> “What were the believers doing when the Spirit came upon them?”  How did they respond to the good new of Jesus Christ’s resurrection in preparation for their ministry?


Well, let’s look at the text.  On the day of Pentecost, 

a. First of all, the were “all together in one place” <click>
i. They were united with a similar vision and a similar mission

b. What were they all doing together?

i. Flip back to the chapter before our reading - Acts 1:14

They were constantly devoting themselves to prayer <click>
ii. And then in Acts 1:24 they prayed, asking God who should be the twelfth disciple to replace Judas

=> The two things the disciples did between Jesus’ resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit - the two things that the Holy Spirit responded to with the power to bring the good news to people who were not like them:  Being together and praying


Friends, I am convinced that this is not just a quaint story in the past - something that happened in the bible once but has no bearing on our mission today.  Time and again, this is the challenge of the church and this is the mission of the church: to reach new people who do not share our language, our culture, our experience.  The Holy Spirit came and still comes to bridge gaps of language and culture in the name of Christ - giving believers the power to transcend all barriers.  <slide 5> Remember that the very first thing the members of the church did when it was founded was to proclaim the gospel to people who were not like them and this is our challenge today.


I have to admit, I’m a little skeptical about repeating what happened on Pentecost - tongues of fire descending, people being able to speak in languages they’ve never studied.  Maybe I underestimate the power of the Holy Spirit.  But though the Spirit may not work using the same method, I really believe the Spirit is working in the same way.  The Spirit is offering us the same power - the power to connect with people who are not like us in meaningful, life changing, transformative ways.  The Spirit has done it at the founding of the church, the Spirit will do it again in our church today.  But first the Spirit calls us to be all together and to be constantly devoting ourselves to prayer.
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