God’s Chosen <slide 1>

Punchline: God’s family is not about works, but faith.  Therefore, we are called to partner with all believers of all denominations, not just Presbyterians.  God will be okay without Presbyterianism.

1) Romans series <slide 2>
a. Central book of Presbyterian theology

Why am I Presbyterian?

2) Why I became a Presbyterian (in college) <slide 3>
(I started my faith journey by going to a Methodist Church)

a. The church was closer <click>
b. The girl I liked was Presbyterian <click>
3) Why I am Presbyterian now? <Slide 4>
a. I love the theology – sin and grace

i. Church reformed and always reforming

ii. Sovereignty of God

b. We are saved by grace through faith, we are guided by scripture

c. I love the church organization – giving all people in the church the responsibility to respond to God’s grace by living out their calling.

d. I love the emphasis on diversity - theological, political, social

e. I love the emphasis on mission

f. I love the emphasis on education and study

g. I love the history and tradition

But sometimes I think I am Presbyterian to a fault and I’m sure that many of y’all can relate.

h. Without blinking, I can tell you thirty things that I don’t like about any other denomination

· I can tell you what’s wrong with Baptists, I can tell you what’s wrong with Catholics, I can tell you what’s wrong with Mormons, I can tell you what’s wrong with Pentecostals, I can tell you what’s wrong with non-denominational churches, I can tell you what’s wrong with mega churches, I can tell you what’s wrong with televangelists, I can tell you what’s wrong with everybody who does it differently than I do it.  I (and I would venture to say we)…We love to label and divide.  There are somewhere around 30,000 different denominations of Christianity in the world today.  Every time I find myself reading about a controversial topic – evolution, abortion, the death penalty, ordination of homosexuals…There’s that little whisper in the back of my mind saying “I know it’s wrong, but I can’t help think God and the church be so much better off without the people that disagree with me.”

<slide 5>

And I know from talking with some of y’all that it goes both ways.  Many of us have been told that we are not true Christians because of our beliefs on some of these topics - the most common of which in my experience, is baptism - if you haven’t been baptized by your own choice and by immersion - you’re not really a Christian.

4) This kind of thinking is not at all new.  <slide 6> We see it in many of the churches in the bible - the church in Rome, the church in Corinth - where people try to label each other and declare that they are the true believers or the true church or the true Christians and others are not.


Here’s what Paul is writing about in Romans.

a. In Rome during Paul’s time, there were two denominations – Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians. <slide 7>
b. => The Jewish Christians were saying  “We are the descendants of Abraham, he is our father and not the father of the gentiles.  So we are the true chosen people of God.  We have Isaac and Jacob and we have the laws of Moses which we’ve been following for thousands of years, so we’re the real people of God.  Those gentiles aren’t God’s chosen.  In fact, we’re not even sure if God likes them at all.”

5) So how does Paul react to this conflict, this division, the situation? <Slide 8>
=> In our text:

v. 16 - The promise is received by faith.  We are certain to receive it…if we have faith like Abraham’s.  For Abraham is the father of all who believe.

a. God’s promise was given to Abraham BEFORE he proved himself

b. Abraham believed God’s promise and trusted it - he left his home because the Lord had made a promise

c. Therefore faith, not ancestry, not inheriting a certain kind of law or practice is the measure of God’s family, God’s chosen, God’s promise

It’s not about whether we do a certain rite or sacrament a certain way, it’s not about our views on any given subject, it’s not about interpretation of the bible - literal or contextual, it’s definitely not about how or when we got baptized…

d. Originally, God’s promise was for those who were born under Abraham and inherited the law of Moses, but in Christ, God’s family is extended to those who believe like Abraham

6) So brothers and sisters, we here today are God’s chosen, God’s people, God’s family, not because of our ancestors, nor our denominations, nor our view on politics or church issue, sacraments, nor even our obedience to God’s commandments – We are God’s chosen people because of our faith.

a. So if anyone tells you that you aren’t Christian because of your baptism, your beliefs, or your denomination, ask yourself whether you believe like Abraham did - whether you are willing to trust God with your life and the lives of your family.  Because that is the one and only measure.

7) But the challenge for us in our work as Christians is that we can no longer label or divide the church.  We are called to partner with out brothers and sisters in Christ, whether they are Baptist, catholic, Pentecostal, or non-denominational liberal or conservative.  If we believe in Christ and they believe in Christ then we are parts of the same family.  God is calling us to stop focusing on Presbyterianism and start focusing on Christianity.  We are all part of the same family - the family of believers.  We all have the same father in Abraham and the same mother in Sarah and we have all inherited the same promise through faith in Jesus Christ.  If we are to serve this country and this world in the 21st century, we can no longer afford to only partner with Presbyterians.  From the smallest effort like GOWFHerS to the largest efforts like Presbyterian Disaster Assistance - we can no longer limit our partnerships to only other Prebyterians.  For the sake and survival of our churches, but more importantly for the sake of the message of unity in Christ, we must all <slide 9>- Presbyterians, Lutherans, Baptists, Episcopalians, Methodists, Catholics, Disciples, Non-denominationals, Pentecostals, UCC’s, CRC’s, AME’s, liberals, conservatives, evangelicals, fundamentalists, holy rollers, mega-churches, big churches, small churches - we must all unite in partnership.  For together we are all God’s family through faith in Jesus Christ. <click>
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