Rejoice in Suffering? <Slide 1>

Punchline: When we suffer for the sake of suffering we gain nothing, but when we suffer for the sake of the gospel, we are made stronger.

1) Romans <slide 2>
a. Romans is where Paul explains what words like, “Sin” “grace” “salvation” and “covenant”

2) <Slide 3> This was a hard text to prepare a sermon because in it, Paul says “We rejoice in our suffering”

a. Why does Paul say that he boasts, rejoices, or celebrates (depending on the translation) of suffering?

=> Does he mean we should create suffering? <Slide 4>
i. Hazing? – Should we make people suffer before they join the church?

1. Gangs? – Jumping in

=> what about all the people suffering right now: grieving recent or past deaths on fathers’ day.  Should they rejoice?
3) What is Paul talking about?  What kind of suffering was he referring to? 

<Slide 5>

a. What kind of suffering did Jesus undergo? <click>
i. They tried to stone him

ii. They mocked and beat him

iii. They executed him

=> his suffering was a sacrifice for the sake of the gospel

b.  “What about the father?” <click>
i. He was probably suffering as much since he sent his only son to death
=> his suffering was a sacrifice for the sake of the gospel, too

c. What about Paul’s churches that he writes to? <Click>
i. They were persecuted for their beliefs - had to hide or be martyred

=> their suffering was a voluntary sacrifice for the sake of the gospel <click>
This is a very important distinction:

===  >  Suffering for the sake of suffering is not Paul’s or God’s will.  We should not 
create unnecessary suffering.  But, Paul rejoices in voluntary sacrificial suffering for the sake of the gospel.

 <Slide 6>  But why rejoice in suffering?  Suffering is bad.  I think what Paul is saying is:
It is bad that we live in a world where there is sin.  <click>  It is bad that we live in the world where there is death.  It is bad that we live in the world where there is suffering.  It is bad that our world is not perfect. <click> But in this world, God, in his mercy, turns all the brokenness, suffering, and sacrifice into hope – hope of a better future.  Not just a better future, but a perfect future.

<Slide 7>

Notice in the text: After he says we should rejoice in suffering, Paul also writes: “Christ died for the ungodly…While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Christ suffered on the cross.  It was bad that he had to, but God used it for good.

In our broken world the right thing never the easy thing to do, it’s always the hard thing to do – and so to teach the right thing is to teach suffering.

<Slide 8>

=> And so we rejoice in sacrificial suffering because it means we’re doing the right thing.  We rejoice when we voluntarily give something up - our comfort, our money, our time, in some cases even our freedom - for the sake of the gospel because it means:

1 -We are doing something hard, which usually means we are doing something right


2 -We are growing in faith, endurance

Paul is saying that suffering is not something we should strive for, but it’s also not something that we should always avoid - this is a very difficult thing for us to accept in our society - we tend to avoid suffering at all costs.  But there are ways in which suffering is not only helpful for our Christian growth but also for which it is necessary.  Look at the prodigal son – the only way he gained humility was by being humbled.  Look at children and students – the only way they learn discipline is by being disciplined.
<slide 9>
And look at Christ:

The example of compassion - literally “to suffer with”

4) We live in a world where there is sin and death, but Christ did not.  He started in heaven where things are perfect.  But he chose to come into our broken world and suffer with us and suffer for us.

a. And so we know that following Christ’s example will mean suffering.
Here are 4 areas in particular that we don’t like to suffer.  We like to be in control.  They are areas where we have a very hard time trusting God with.

They are also areas where Jesus trusted God completely in and suffered for it.

i. Money?

ii. Time?

iii. Security?

iv. Justice?

=> The right thing to do is never the easy thing to do, but Christ was compassionate.  He saw a world full of broken people and instead of just magically making it better, he chose compassion, he chose to “suffer with.”  And he sacrificed his life.

Just a quick thought about money including a personal confession: When I think about it, does the amount of money I give to the church and charity lead me to suffering?  Is it a sacrifice?  I more than tithe, but I don’t feel like I am meeting God’s expecatation.  I haven’t changed my lifestyle since I started tithing – I have all the comforts, all the electronics, all the cars, a house, vacations, - all that stuff that I had before I started tithing.  I am not actually making a sacrifice.  In terms of money, I am not willing to suffer for my faith.
<Slide 10>


So this is Paul’s challenge in this text: Are we really willing to suffer and sacrifice for the gospel?  Are we really willing to suffer with brothers and sisters in Christ - not just the people we know and like - our friends - but for the ungodly?  Remember that while we were still sinners (and we still are) Christ died for us.

Sadly we are broken people living in a broken world and suffering is just part of living.  But thankfully God uses our suffering to bring true faith, true character, true transformation, and true hope.  We are called to “give until it hurts,” to sacrifice, to suffer and to suffer with others, not for the sake of suffering, but because of the goodness it brings into us and into our world.

Brothers and sisters, suffering for the sake of suffering is not God’s message.  But suffering for the sake of the gospel as Jesus did, is not only God’s will, it’s also something to celebrate.  It deepens our relationship with God, increases our trust in him, transforms the quality of our character, and brings hope.  So let us go out into the world trusting God with our money, our time, our security, and our justice.   Together we can encourage each other to “give until it hurts” and if Paul is right (which in my experience he usually is) and if Christ was right (which in my experience he has always been) than in our suffering and our sacrifice we will find something to truly rejoice.
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