Dead to Sin, Alive to Christ <slide 1>
Punchline:  Forgiveness is not just about the past, it’s about the future.

We can have no tolerance for sin, because we are extended grace which frees us from the slavery of sin.

<Slide 2> - Two Main Points

1) My testimony

-> how many people grew up in the church?

a. If I had to compare life before Christ with life after Christ

i. Happier?  Yes and no

ii. More at peace?  Yes and no

iii. More courageous?  Yes, but the challenges are bigger

iv. Wiser? Yes, but it opens my eyes to bigger problems

b. To me the word that best describes the difference in life before and life after is “Freer”

July 4th coming up: What is freedom?  Is it being able to do whatever you want?

2) Paul writes about Christ dying for us and for our forgiveness and then here in this text, he writes about dying to sin and being raised with Christ.

a. He says “We are free from sin.”

3) Free from sin – that’s a pretty big promise.  And I have to say that I think we all know that we sin, so what does Paul mean?

-> True freedom comes only through obedience. <click> – one of the great paradoxes of Christianity – statements that contradict themselves: it is better to give than receive, to live you life you have to die and be reborn. – True freedom comes only through obedience.
=> not just from God’s judgment, but from the bondage, slavery, the temptation to sin

4) Paul talks about sin, not in terms of “this is a sin, this is not a sin” but in terms of Slavery to Sin

a. Later in Romans, Paul describes slavery to sin like this: “What I do, I do not want to do.  What I want to do I can’t” - Six Flags tickets

b. Sin is a state: Separation from God

c. Sin is human nature: Unwillingness to give: time, talent of treasure

d. The more God comes through on his promises, the harder I find it to trust him

=> No amount of planning, fighting or working, no amount of talent, wisdom, or courage, no amount of ambition, intention or will power will be able to stop us from sinning.  Alone, we are slaves to sin.

And so here’s the other main point today: Freedom isn’t being able to get what you want.  Freedom is being able to get what God wants for you. <click>  This is something that’s very hard for our society to accept: we are sinful people and when we are left to our own devices, we mess up big time.  When we forget or neglect to seek God first, we end up in terrible, terrible trouble.  I spent about 21 years of my life living that way, and let me tell you, it’s not pretty.

But the good news of the gospel is that, in Christ, we are free.  Through regular spiritual practices: fellowship, confession, worship, prayer, giving and bible study God gives us the power to live life a new way.  Through obedience we can find real freedom.  We find that we can break the bondage to slavery and we can live as God intended us to live.

Think about Paul, the author of Romans and his conversion story.  He was on his way to persecute and execute Christians when the Lord appeared to him.  To him, God’s mercy was not just about mercy for things he had already done.  It was also freedom to live a new life.  Think about Peter – he denied Christ three times.  So in John when Christ was raised, he was asked 3 times if he loved Christ.  And once he was forgiven, he went on to perform miracles and share the good news with thousands.  His forgiveness wasn’t just about mercy for things he had done.  It was freedom to live a new life.  This same pattern appears over and over in scripture – when Christ forgives he not only says, “Go and sin no more” but also “I free you.  I free you from the temptations, the traps, the pitfalls which have always caught you.”

But the challenge of this good news is that, as Paul writes in our text, “How can we who died to sin go on living in it?”  As humans, we will never be completely free of sin and so I think our natural tendency is to do what I call the “reverse sour grapes.”  i.e. Since I can’t meet God’s infinitely high expectations, I will lower them to a place that I can meet them.  “God doesn’t really expect me to do that.”  “That’s not really a sin.”  “That didn’t really count.”  Now I’m not saying that anyone but you and God know what God’s expectations for you.  This isn’t a matter of someone else telling you what you should and shouldn’t be doing and us disagreeing.  This is a matter of God telling us we should be doing something and us deceiving ourselves into believing that God wouldn’t expect that much of us.  I’ve said it before but self-deception is the greatest weapon of the devil or sin or evil in the world.  

Never underestimate sin.  It is a cruel, cunning, and powerful enemy and every time we lower our expectations with justification, rationalization, and minimization, sin wins.  We cannot afford to make excuses, “God wants me to be happy.”  We cannot afford to fool ourselves, “It doesn’t hurt anybody.”  We cannot afford to go easy on sin, “It’s just a little white lie.”  Or “Everybody does it.”  We also cannot rank sins: “Well, it’s not that bad compared to what other people do.”  As Paul writes, “How can we who died to sin go on living in it?”

But thank God for Jesus Christ and his baptism.  We have died to sin and been raised in Christ and we are free – free not only of the judgment, but also free to confront sin in the present and also free to live new lives one day at a time.  We do not need to make excuses because we are free.  We do not need to justify because we are free.  We do not need to rationalize because we are free.  We can confront sin head on and by the power of obedience to Jesus Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit in us, we can win and we can be free.  We can be free from bondage, free from slavery, free from temptation, and free from sin.  

Two weeks ago and the sacrifice through tithing dilemma. – my approach was all wrong.  God doesn’t want me to sacrifice just because I’m supposed.  God wants me to be free.  See, I worry a lot about money.  It’s just the way I am and the way I was raised.  But does having more money free us from financial pressure?  - Lottery stories.  No only, giving away what we have will bring us freedom.  My experience has always been that I worry less about money when I can bring myself to give it away than when I manage to collect more.  

=> When we make excuses for our sin, we miss out on an opportunity for true freedom.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, in baptism we have died to sin and we have been born again.  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone.  A life new has come.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  In the name of the Holy Spirit, you are given the power to live a life of true freedom.  Amen. 

