Choose God <Slide 1>

Punchline: We do so much based on what we want - the flesh - including church.  We are called here because of what God wants - the spirit.  Strangely, it is only through serving God and others that we can find true joy and freedom and power.

1) What characteristics do people look for in a church? <Slide 2>
a. If you were going to look for a church, what would you look for?

b. How would you find a new church?

2) Disturbing trends in American Christianity – God and church have become just another way to get what you want.

a. We shop for church like we would shop for a gym

=> Church should supply me what I want

3) Reasons people can cite for why should I be Christian?  <Slide 3>
a. Heaven? What is Heaven?  Where we get what we want?

b. Riches?  Earthly blessings?

c. Spiritual blessings?  peace, comfort

=> These things aren’t bad, Jesus did all this.  But they are also not the whole Christian message.  One tiny sliver of a much larger picture.

<click> Across America we have reduced God into a means, not an end.  Do you want to go to heaven?  Believe.  You want more money?  Pray.  You want a place where your kids can learn faith?  Go to church X. You want a place where worship is the way you like it?  Go to that church Y.  You want a place where you get along with everyone?  Go to church Z.  You want a wholesome safe environment for your kids?  Send them to private Christian schools.  You want, you want, you want…We have turned church and faith into just another way for people to get what they want – like a gym or a country club or department store, church is no longer a place where you are transformed and challenged, it’s a place where you get exactly what you want, no more, no less.

We are teaching Christians, young and old, that church and faith are means to an end.  If it meets your needs, stick to it – if you don’t like it, switch. <Slide 4>
4) Part of the decline of all institutions – as long as I get what I want, I’ll stick with it, but as soon as it’s not beneficial to me, I’m gone. 

a. Phone companies, electric companies, car companies…

b. churches – as soon as something goes wrong, I switch

c. jobs/companies – as soon as a I find better pay, I switch

d. friends – as soon as that guy says something I don’t agree with, I switch

e. husbands and wives – fall out of love

f. Christianity – as soon as it challenges me or calls me to do something hard, I switch

<Slide 5>

Paul in our text: “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.”

g. We live according to the flesh.


Human nature is to look out for number one – how can I get what I want?

i. Through church, through work, through relationships, through faith, through God => how can I get what I want?

h. But God calls us to live according to the Spirit – Paul says that those who live according to the Spirit - that is, those whom the spirit of Jesus Christ lives in - they set their mind on the things of the Spirit.

· they don’t see the world in terms of “what can I get?”  They see the world in terms of:

<Slide 6>

i. what does God want?

i. Jesus awareness – what does God want me to do?  How can God get what God wants?

Look at Jesus – did he get what he wanted?

Prayer in the garden…”Let this cup pass”

No, Jesus stuck with his faith, his prayer, his friends and disciples, his God, through thick and thin, because his goal wasn’t to get what he wanted.  His goal was to serve God.

5) <Slide 7> My friend:

a. Every decision you ever make as a human comes down to the same thing: “choose self or choose god”

And so here’s the challenge:  If you are alive, there is something God wants you to do – in this congregation, in this community, in this world.  I know many of us have served long and hard, and I honor and value and applaud that.  I know that many of us have physical limitations and I respect that.  I know that many of us have been there and done that and are worn out, burnt out, and tired out and I appreciate that.  BUT, I have to ask the question – why are we here.  Why has God put each and every one of us here?  Why are we members of Oakhurst Presbyterian Church?  Why do we pray?  Why do we work?  Why do we worship?  Are we here to get what we want?  To be among friends, to have a church home, to have a safe comfortable place, to have a donut, to check off the church box on our to-do lists?  These things aren’t all bad.

 But are we here to give God what He wants?  To hear God’s voice challenging us to do something amazing?  To serve in a way that might not be to our benefit?

When we as individuals choose a churches, are we thinking about how to get what we want or how to serve God?  When we as a congregation say, ‘we need new members’ or ‘we need younger members’ - are we choosing God or are we choosing self?  When we set our budget, when we decide whether or not to have VBS, when we figure out who to hire - are we living according to the flesh or according to the spirit?   When we vote in elections, when we buy handguns, when we move or accept a job or decide to have kids - whom are we serving?


The reason I bring this up is because, as a congregation, we’re in the midst of a transition of vision – in the After School Club and in our entire ministry plan.  We have to decide whether to continue ASC, how to continue it, and if not, what we might do instead of it.  As we go through this process, we must think not about things of the flesh, but things of the spirit.  The question cannot be,   “How can we fill the spots left by Nancy or Margot or whoever?”  The question cannot be, “What can we hire someone to do?”  The question cannot be “What will bring the most new members?”  The question, cannot be “How can we get young people?” or “How can we get more money to support the budget?”  The question cannot be “How can we get what we want?”  We must stop asking, “How will it help Oakhurst Presbyterian Church?” and start asking, “How will it help God?”  God does not need Oakhurst Presbyterian Church.  We exist to serve him, and this church exists to serve him.  Just as he made us as individuals with a specific purpose, he made us as a church with a specific purpose.  He knows what ministry we should be doing and he will give us passion and vision and energy to make it happen.


So I want to give you this homework assignment: spend some extended time in prayer this week - a half hour at least - and ask God what his purpose for you as an individual and as a member/visitor/friend of Oakhurst Presbyterian Church is.  Does he want you at this church?  Does he want you to help out with the After School Club?  Does he want you to start a new ministry?  Does he want you to go out and serve at Habitat or the night shelter or meals on wheels or the food bank?  “What is his purpose for you?”


We have such a great opportunity ahead of us with this transition.  We have the chance to change the face of this congregation for God’s sake.  To really sit down and figure out what we’re gifted for, what we’re passionate about, what God wants us to do.  We have the chance to transcend life according to the flesh and live life according to the spirit.  To see the world through God’s eyes instead of our own.  And we have the great opportunity to do something amazing for God.  Because Paul promises that when we live life according to the spirit, when we serve instead of seeking to be served, when we choose god instead of choosing self, we will find true life, true peace and true power.  When we see the world through Spirit eyes, we will be able to see God’s wonderful, glorious, joyful, amazing plan in everything that has happened, is happening and will ever happen in our lives, in the life of this church, and in the world.  And that is something that we want AND God wants.
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