<Slide 1> Joy Like A Fountain

Punchline: Christianity is a practice of joy.  We must move forward in evangelism and mission out of a profound sense of joy – not obligation, not guilt, not fear.

1) A movie: Martian Child <slide 2>
a. The child in foster care, abandoned by his parents, believes he’s from Mars

b. The father adopts him and doesn’t really understand him

c. He realizes that Dennis, the kid, has never known unconditional love because he’s been “sent back” so many times.

d. Dennis has convinced himself that he’s from Mars because he knows that someone must love him unconditionally and since that person isn’t on Earth it must be his Martian parents

e. He says that he loves Dennis unconditionally, and Dennis realizes that he can find real love on Earth

=> It’s a very sad story because you realize that this little kids has never known unconditional love

2) Paul – <slide 3 >
Romans 9.2-3: “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. “

a. I would give up my salvation for the sake of my people

b. It seems like a strange thing to say until you consider what happened right before it.

The passage that is right before this is the one that we read last week, my favorite passage in the whole bible: Romans 8:38-39: “Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.”
-> the joy of unconditional love

-> Paul is so filled with the joy of God’s unconditional love, you can hear it in his writing, and to him, realizing that the ones who God loved first - the Jews, are the ones who are trying to earn God’s love instead of accepting it as unconditionally - this hurts Paul.

-> “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish”

The fact that the Jews do not know the unconditional love of God is painful to Paul.

=> When we are filled with the Holy Spirit and all its fruits - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control: Realizing that there are other people who have not experienced the joy, the freedom, the love of God is painful.

So I think this passage is calling us to two things:

3) Step 1:

Get in touch with the joy – not just intellectually, but emotionally

Revelation passage (The church at Ephesus) – “This I have against you.  You have abandoned the love you had at first” <Slide 4>
“Are we still in love with God?”
Can’t just will it -> “Be more joyful.”

2 things particularly hard for Americans and culturally hard for American men: <slide 5>

Admitting that we need God - not just for salvation but for day to day


Getting in touch with our feelings
=> by doing these two things, we open ourselves to a world of joy as we see that God meets all our needs

We open ourselves to connection with God and true understanding of unconditional love, to true awe and reverance - not only of what God has done in Christ, but by His very nature

4) Step 2: Share the joy

a. Life without God is painful
i. Think about all the people who are chasing the dangling carrot

1. Trying to earn self-worth, trying to earn love

=> “If I just get this job, if I just get this much money or stuff, if I just get this man or woman, if I just _____, then I’ll be somebody.”
· in that life, love comes from feeling like you’re getting closer to the carrot that you can never reach
ii. That’s why it is so important for us to be joyful in Christ and share the joy of being in Christ.  By doing so, we take the carrot off the string and allow others to actually reach it


Brothers and sisters, Our great joy in being Christian is knowing that we are loved unconditionally, by something unimaginably large.  
<Slide 9> This table, the Lord’s table, that we are filled by the Holy Spirit and its fruits: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control.  It is at this table that we are reminded that our Lord created us, was born for us, lived for us, died for us, was raised for us, and at this very moment lives for us.  This table is where we are reminded that nothing in life or in death, neither angels nor rulers, neither things present nor things to come, nor powers nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us for the uncondtional love of God.  This table is where we come with joy and come with awe to be with God, not because we were born worthy, not because we have earned our worthiness, but because, in Christ, we have been made worthy.


Christians, our great joy is knowing that we are loved unconditionally.  But with that knowledge comes great sorrow and anguish - the sorrow and anguish of knowing that others in our world are still trying to earn love:  Our great mission is to free others from the prison of dangling carrots and to teach them that they too are loved unconditionally.  Like Paul, when we are truly aware of God’s unconditional love for us, we cannot help be filled with joy AND we cannot help but be driven to fill others.


So go forth and find your joy, find your peace, find your unconditional love.  And when you do, you will realize that true joy cannot be contained.  You will realize that true joy naturally overflows.  As we continue worship by coming to God’s table let’s ask ourselves the question: <slide 10> would we rather share this meal with each other and the world or would we rather eat alone?
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