One Nation Under God  <Slide 1>
Punchline: God calls us in all aspects of life (including politics) to submit our self-interest to the greater good.

Preface <Slide 2>: This not about any particular issue, any particular viewpoint or any particular candidate.  This is about not about who or what, but about how – i.e. not who to vote for, but how to vote

1) The other day one of the kids asked would I want to be president.



I said, “I don’t think I’d get elected.” (Aside from the obvious age and race issues)  Why?

2) Because American politics is completely selfish.

What question does the American voter ask of the candidates?  <Slide 3>

“How are you going to help me?”



-How will you lower my gas prices?



-How will you insure my social security payments?



-How will you give me more services?



-How will you lower my taxes?



-How will you improve education from my children?


Or maybe, “How are you going to help my community?” <click>


-Will you bring jobs back to my town?



-What are you going to do about crime in my city?



-What are you going to do for my state?


Or at best, “How are you going to help our country?” <click>


-How will you boost our economy?



-How will you protect us from our enemies?



-What are you doing about immigration?



-What are you doing about our energy crunch?

And how does the American politician campaign?


“Here’s how I am going to help you.”

-Here’s how my plan will help you, your family, your community, your state, and your country.

3) If Jesus were running for president, what would his campaign look like? 

<Slide 4>

i.   Would Jesus say, “Here is my defense plan to protect us from our enemies?” 

Or would he say, “If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also.” 
ii. <Slide 5> Would Jesus say, “Here’s how I am going to lower your taxes?”

Or would he say, “It’s better to give than to receive.” 

<Slide 6>
iii.   Would Jesus say, “America is the best country in the world?”

Or would he say, “Love your neighbor as yourself”

 <Slide 7>
iv.   Would Jesus say, “Here’s how I’m going to boost the economy?”

Or would he say, “Blessed are the poor for theirs is the kingdom.  Woe to the rich, for they have already received their consolation”

=> And would he get elected?  Honestly, do you think the United States of America, “One nation under God” would elect Jesus?  No, he’d probably get crucified.

<Slide 8> This is exactly what Paul is talking about when he says, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds.”  He’s saying, “Stop thinking like TV news media, stop thinking like campaign slogans, stop thinking like town hall meetings, stop thinking like political ads, stop thinking about what’s best for you or your family, stop thinking about what’s best for America – think about what’s best for all of creation.”

4) So what does this mean to us?  Unfortunately, Jesus isn’t running for president, so it’s not as easy as voting for Jesus.   But, as Paul says, we must be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  When we exercise our political power – which includes voting, calling or writing our representatives, staying informed about issues and events, and most importantly where we spend our money -  we are called to act, not the way the world does, selfishly, but the way God does, selflessly.  As Christians do we look to Jesus and the bible and the Holy Spirit for guidance when making political decisions?  I’m not talking about voting for the man or woman who says, “I’m Christian” the most times – anyone can do that.  I’m talking about a platform which is in line with God’s message of unconditional love, grace, justice and mercy.  If you remember from Luke, Jesus’ mission statement was: 

“Luke 4:18-19  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  When we vote, are we asking which policies are closest to Jesus’ mission?  Are we seeking God’s wisdom to make decisions?
i. Welfare and immigration policy – Leviticus text – leave the extra for the poor and alien

ii. Immigration –“Alien” occurs 138 times in the bible -> There are 138 policies about immigration in the bible.

iii. Foreign aid – Tithing, John the Baptist: “whoever has two cloaks give to whoever has none”  We are expected to give away 10%.  Is our country?
iv.  Capital punishment – You shall not kill.  Do not take an eye for an eye.

v. Environment – In Revelation the kingdom of God comes to this Earth : we don’t get another one

vi. Executive powers (warrantless wire taps, imprisonment without trial, etc.)- 3 branch government based on Presbyterian principle - people are sinners and need accountability (checks and balances).  The more power you give to a single individual, the more likely that power will become corrupt.  Same reason we do everything by committee, same reason we count the money in pairs, same reason a church member shouldn’t be alone with a youth - checks and balances.

This is not a republican vs. democrat, or conservative vs. liberal, or even a Christian vs. non-Christian thing.  This is a world vs. spirit thing.  So many of the issues of today overlap with stories, ideas, and sayings from the bible, yet do we base our political views on what will help us or our country or do we base them on prayer, scripture, the holy spirit and God’s grace?


Friends, it’s not a secret that our country is not in the best shape.  But the good news of Jesus Christ, is that there is always hope.  The promise of eternal life is not just for individuals, not just for churches, not just for communities, but it’s also for nations.  But in order to seize the promise of new life, we must be willing to be crucified first.  We as a country must be willing to pick up our cross, we as a country must be willing to give instead of receive, we as a country must be willing to follow Jesus in the way we act, in the way we govern, in the way we relate to other countries.  We as a country must be willing to say, “Your will Lord, not ours be done.”  And we as voters, as constituents, as citizens, and as consumers, must be willing to submit our will to God’s will as we exercise our political power.  I encourage y’all as the election season draws near, <slide 12> do not consider what your country can do for you, do not even consider what you can do for your country – consider what you and your country can do for God.
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