Get Out of the Boat <slide 1>

Punchline: We are about to start a new journey of figuring out a new ministry for this church.  It may be scary, but God calls us to be strong and courageous and to be obedient.  It’s time to get out of the boat and walk on water.

1) ASC status <slide 2>
a. No resumes, which is challenging

i. I know the program means a lot to many people

ii. I know it has done a lot of good things for our schools and our neighborhood – parents and kids

=> No matter how good something is, we have to follow God

2) How do we know if it’s God’s calling <slide 3>
a. Ask for it in writing – Burning bush?  Pillar of fire?  3 days in a fish?

i. My call story

b. “Give us a sign, Lord”

=> Even if it’s not the result that we would like, to me it is a clear sign…<click>
3) So now we have a challenge – to discern what we’re supposed to do <slide 4>
a. We’ll be looking at different call stories over the next few weeks trying to answer these three questions:

i. Who are we?

ii. Who is our neighbor?

iii. How can we serve?

=> patience

4) But I first want to look at this Joshua text <Slide 5>
a. Joshua was in a similar position

i. <click> Spent his whole life doing one thing and now it was time to change

1. The 40 years in the desert were an important time of preparation, even though they weren’t particularly desirable

ii. <click> Didn’t really have a plan – last time anyone set foot in the promised land was 40 years ago and there were giants

iii. <Click> Was in an all new situation – all new Israelites, new enemies, etc.

iv. <click> No turning back – couldn’t go back to Egypt, no where to retreat

b. God’s word to him (like a pep talk at half time): <slide 6>
i. Repeats the promise – I will give you the promised land

ii. 3 times – be strong and courageous

iii. Be obedient

5) Like Peter walking on water <Slide 7>
a. He’s getting out of the boat with no plan, no idea of what to do, no way of turning back

b. God says: <slide 8>
i. Come – you will walk on water

ii. Do not fear, it is I

6) Our conext: <slide 9>
a. Like Joshua

i. Spent 7 years doing ASC and now it’s time to change

ii. Don’t really have a plan

iii. New context – all new neighborhood, all new challenges, etc.

iv. No turning back – can’t go back to the way things were, can’t wish for the past

7) So what is God’s word to us?  <slide 10>
a. Repeat the promise – “For the Lord our God will be with us where we go.”  

b. “Be strong and courageous”  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged (“Do not be afraid” occurs hundreds of times in the bible)

c. Be obedient

I don’t know if you remember me saying it in Jan. and Feb. but I kept saying that 2008 was going to be an important year in the life of Oakhurst Presbyterian Church.  <Slide 11>  I think now I have a little idea why.  God has called us to something new – something risky, something daring.  God has called us to leave the After School Program, something that we’re comfortable with, something we’re familiar with, something many of us love dearly…to leave it behind, to move into something new.  It is scary.  We have no idea where we’re going, we have no idea what we’re going to do, we have no idea how we are going to do it.  Like Joshua, like Peter we do not have a plan.  But like Joshua and like Peter, God is with us.  This is beginning of something new, something amazing, something revolutionary.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, do not be afraid.  <slide 11> Fear not.  Do not be terrified.  Do not be discouraged.  The Lord has made us a promise, just as he made a promise to Joshua, just as he made a promise to Peter:  “I will never leave you or forsake you.  I will be with you wherever you go.”  God has promised resurrection of individuals, congregations, communities and the world.  God has promised that after the time of pruning there is always new growth.  God already knows exactly what ministry we are supposed to be doing, he knows exactly who we are supposed to be serving, he knows exactly how we are going to do it.  He knows if we’re supposed to start small groups or build houses or go door to door or partner with a local food bank or start a tutoring program or a basketball league or a grief support group.  He knows if we’re supposed to partner with the schools or partner with our neighbors, or partner with habitat for humanity or partner with other churches – maybe even Baptist or Catholic churches.  God knows if we’re supposed to go with one idea or three ideas or ten ideas.  God already knows all these things.

But right now God is asking only two things of us: 1) to be strong and courageous and 2) to be obedient.  We must be willing to take a risk, to try something new, to trust in his promises.  We must not fear failure, we must not fear change, we must not fear responsibility, we must not fear what God might ask us to do, we must not fear the future.  God will show us the way, God will give us the plan, God will deliver us.

Brother and sisters in Christ, it’s time to get out of the boat and it’s time to walk on water.

PAGE  
4

