Whose Job Is It Anyway? <Slide 1>

Punchline: Elijah was discouraged because he believed it was his job to save the world.  As prophets of God, our just is simply to speak the truth - whether others listen is not our job.

1) Whether we have ASC or not, we have to discern what we are called to do:  <Slide 2>
a. Who are we? - What are our gifts, talents, joys, experiences, wisdom

b. Who is our neighbor? - What are the needs of the people in our community?

c. How are we called to serve?

2) I had a great sermon regarding the first question about being persistent and steadfast and how to remain optimistic when God is taking his time rather than get discouraged. - It was going to be a good sermon too…but unfortunately someone decided to steal the copper from our A/C units and I got really discouraged!  So I want to shift gears a little bit.  On the bright side, at least we know the church still has customers:  If there weren’t sin in the world, we’d be out of business!

3) In our text (1 Kings 19.9-18), Elijah is discouraged <Slide 3>
a. “I’ve been faithful”

i. He performed signs

1. creates rain of fire in the prophet showdown in the previous chapter

2. creates rain to end three years of drought

ii. He called people to stop lying

1. If the Lord is God, why are you worshipping Baal?

b. “Everyone else has gone crazy.”

They’ve turned to other gods, forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, killed your prophets, they are trying to kill me.

c. I am alone

=> he’s discouraged because he’s at his wits end.  He’s saying “I did what I was supposed to do, I made it rain, I made fire fall from the sky (for crying out loud) and they STILL won’t listen to me.”

d. See Elijah’s problem is that he thinks he needs to be the one doing the saving and he is fresh out of ideas about how to do it

4) But when God appears, it’s not in the great storm or the earthquake or the fire.  It’s in the silence.

a. God is saying “I don’t need storms and wind and rain and fire to do my work.  I have so many ways to change people’s lives and great big miracles are only one of them.  Stop acting like you’re the one doing the saving.”

b. God is saying to Elijah, “Your job is to make the fire; my job is to save the people.”

5) One of my favorite prayers is the serenity prayer: <Slide 4>
“God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”

Far be it from me to give spiritual advice to Elijah, but I think it could’ve helped him.  Even though he had no way to change the hearts of the people, Elijah got really discouraged because he couldn’t accept that it wasn’t his job to save these people.

I think God is saying the same thing to us today as we explore “who we are” and as we reflect on the fact that we don’t have air conditioning and as we reflect on many things that might discourage us.  Sadly, there is nothing we can do about whether people want to come and take our copper.  No matter how many fences and locks and security systems we put in, if someone really wants it, there is nothing we can do about it.  But we are called to ask God for the peace to accept that fact.  Sadly there is nothing we can do about millions upon millions of people who are lacking in food, water, medicine, and education.  No matter how many mission trips we go on, no matter how much we donate, there are so many that we will never get to.  But we are called to do what we can.  Sadly, no matter how much we might minister, if someone really does not want to hear the Good news of Jesus Christ, there is nothing we can do about it.  But we are called to preach anyway.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, who are we?  We are prophets of the living God.  <slide 6> And as Elijah learned, as Ezekiel was told, as all the prophets including Jesus discovered – there are some things, some people, some hearts that even a rain of fire from the sky will not change.  But remember that we are prophets of the living God, and our job is not to change hearts, our job is simply to preach the word of God to a rebellious world.  God’s job is to change hearts.  Maybe God will change the heart of the person or people who stole the copper and maybe he won’t.  Maybe God will stop the gang activity in this neighborhood and maybe he won’t.  Maybe God will figure out a way to get everyone to believe and maybe he won’t.  (I believe all these things will happen eventually, but God’s time is not our time).

<Slide 8>

But as God told the prophet Ezekiel:

Ezekiel 2:1-10  

He said to me: 

O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you.  

And when he spoke to me, 

a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; 

and I heard him speaking to me.  

He said to me, 

Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, 

to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; 

they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day.  

The descendants are impudent and stubborn. 

I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, 

"Thus says the Lord GOD."  

Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), 

they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.  

And you, O mortal, do not be afraid of them, 

and do not be afraid of their words, 

though briers and thorns surround you and you live among scorpions;

do not be afraid of their words, 

and do not be dismayed at their looks, 

for they are a rebellious house.  

You shall speak my words to them, 

whether they hear or refuse to hear; for they are a rebellious house.  

But you, mortal, hear what I say to you; 

do not be rebellious like that rebellious house;

Lindsay’s grandmother has a little saying hanging on her fridge that I want to close with. <slide 9>

Brothers and sisters in Christ, prophets of the living God:

“We do not have to make over the world. We have only to do our job, great or small, and to look often at the birds and the trees and be thankful for everything.”

May God grant us all the serenity to accept the things we cannot change, the courage to change the things we can and the wisdom to know the difference.  In the name of the father and the son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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