Jesus Is the Answer.  What Was the Question? <Slide 1>

Punchline: Heaven vs. Hell is not an effective approach to evangelism.  Thankfully God does so much for us in our lives which is an effective approach to evangelism.  Our calling is to share what God is doing for us.

1) Bumper sticker says, “Jesus is the answer.” <slide 2> I wonder “What was the question?”

2) We talk about our mission and answering these three questions: <Slide 3>
a. Who are we?

b. Who is our neighbor?

c. How are we called to serve?

=> Today we’re going to look at b. and c.  Specifically, remembering that more and more our neighbor is someone who has not been brought up in the church (or has and fell away) and less and less their needs are what we might think.

3) Newspaper article - more and more people believe that more than 1 religion can be right (even evangelical Christians) <Slide 4>
a. Heaven and hell is not an effective way to share God’s good news (nor are we comfortable with it) - It’s not what our “neighbors” are looking for.

b. We may be tempted to say, “Fine don’t believe me.  Wait and see!”  But that doesn’t help the person, it doesn’t help us, and it certainly doesn’t help God. 

c. Maybe this isn’t something that we can relate to, but more and more people aren’t concerned about what’s “right”, they’re concerned about what works.

=> So if people aren’t motivated by the reward of eternal joy and the threat of eternal condemnation, what in the world can God offer?  Strangely, I think there are things that will capture the imagination and energy of non-Christians much more.  Thankfully, Christianity offers all these things too.

4) Let’s look at the texts

a. Exodus - What did God save them from?  <Slide 5>
i. Hell?  Sin?  No.

ii. <click> Slavery and oppression.  Hopelessness and loneliness.

b. Luke - What was Jesus’ mission?  <Slide 6>
i. Get people to believe?  Get people into heaven?  No.
ii. <click> He said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,  proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

=> I think non-Christian’s might know something about our religion that we forget: The main benefit of faith in Jesus Christ is not heaven.  <click> Our salvation is not something that will happen, it is something that has already happened and is happening right now.

5) What does salvation look like to us? <Slide 7>

Obviously it includes the promise of heaven but it includes so much more

a. Miracles of healing

b. Provision for each day (our daily bread)

c. Meaning and direction

d. Freedom from addiction

e. Freedom from oppression

f. Freedom from loneliness

g. Freedom for fear

h. Hope for the future (“things are getting better”)

i. Power to be a part of the change

=> <Slide 8> The unconditional love of God gives us permission to unconditionally love ourselves.  I can honestly say that through my journey with God I have come to a place where I can say, “I love myself.”  Not in an arrogant way (“I’m better than others.”) or a “I never sin.” way, but in a genuine “God made me good” and “in spite of all my flaws, if God can love me then I can love myself” kind of way.

=> To me, this is the most important part of our salvation - the ability to love self unconditionally.  Our culture is SO full of messages of conditional love (we’ve talked about it when we talk about divorce and shopping churches etc.): “If you make a certain amount of money, have a certain amount of stuff, have a certain kind of relationship, look a certain way…then and only then are you worth loving” but God’s message is “I love you no matter what and therefore you can and should love yourself no matter what.”


And to me, not only are all these things the most important part of my understanding of salvation, they’re also the most important thing I can offer my non-Christian neighbor - and especially my neighbor who says they’re Christian but doesn’t have a vital life of faith (the person you are praying for by name, perhaps).  To have freedom today, to have power today, to have fellowship today, to have love today, and to love ourselves today - these are the things that our neighbors are looking for.  Take a look at the promises of God - our affirmation of faith for today <Slide 9>.  These are things that are coming true in the lives of Christians at this very moment.  Our best ways to serve our neighbors is to proclaim these promises.  Heaven isn’t the only thing that Jesus offers.


<Slide 10> So your homework for this week - we’re going to start out with baby steps - tell someone, anyone: someone Christian, someone in your family, someone sitting the pew with you - tell someone how one of God’s promises has come true in your life.  Share the story of how Jesus has saved you, not only from hell, but from loneliness, hopelessness, depression, addiction, guilt, self hatred, or anything that Jesus has saved you from.


<Slide 11> Friends, Jesus is definitely the answer.  But the question isn’t just “How do we get to heaven in the next life?”  The question is also “How have we found joy in this life?”  “How have we found freedom in this life?”  “How have we found true security in this life?”  “How have we found hope in this life?”  “How have we found companionship in this life?”  “How have we found power in this life?”  “How have we found love in this life?”  and “How have we learned to love ourselves in this life?”  Jesus is the answer.  And the whole world is dying to hear this good news.
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