Opportunity Knocks <slide 1>
Punchline: We have many more opportunities to share our faith than we think if we’re looking for them.  And to share faith with someone is such a source of joy and energy.

1) From Unbinding the Gospel: <slide 2>
“A doctor asks a patient who he knows is Christian a question.

Three things are still kind of vibrating inside of me from that conversation

1) <click> People like my doctor – thoughtful, intelligent, honest people – really want to talk about God and the spiritual life.

2) <click> There are plenty of religious wackos around who talk about God a lot.

3) <click> There are plenty of sincere and generous people of faith around too who would be great conversation partners for people like my doctor.  But here’s the problem: so many of them are so afraid of sounding like wackos that they keep their faith to themselves.”

=> Reasons we don’t talk about our faith: <slide 3>
<click> We don’t want to be wackos…

<click>We assume people have already heard everything there is to say

<click>We assume that we aren’t qualified

<click>So “We wait until we are asked” – I’d talk about my faith if someone asked me.

(I heard this phrase about 4 times this week from all kinds of different people).

But how many people ask you about your faith?  Do members of this church ask you how your spiritual life it going?  Do members of your family?  Does you spouse or kids or even your parents?  When was the last time anyone asked you about your faith – how it was going, why you believed in God, whether scripture had opened your eyes to something new?  Or even more generic – like when was the last time someone asked you about what happens after we die?  Or whether we believe in miracles.

->  When we say “I wait until someone asks” what we really say is “I rarely, if ever, talk about my faith.”


See when we say “I wait until I’m asked” what we are saying is our faith is passive.  <slide 4> But look at the bible – everyone in the bible was sent with a mission.  Nobody waited around for an opportunity to come to them. They all traveled and preached and met and built and prayed actively.  They all took the initiative.

(The big question I want to start answer today is “How and when can we share our faith without coming across as wackos?” <Slide 5>
2) Remember all that stuff from last week that God offers to us?  <Slide 6>
a. All the freedoms – from shame and guilt, from oppression, from self-hatred, freedom from addiction

b. Direction

c. Unconditional love <slide 7>
Think of all the times that people struggle because they don’t have these things

Just look around at all the people trying to overcome addictions by themselves.  Or how many people hate themselves so much they wish they could die or would die.  Or how many people think they have to earn love and worthiness – by earning a certain amount, by marrying a certain person, by having sex.

3) <Slide 8> When Lindsay calls or when I’m talking to someone and they say, “Man, I am having the worst day.”  What’s my first response?

-> “What can I do?”  Because I like to feel needed.  This may be a gender thing  - y chromosome and all.  I like hearing that I did a good job and that I’m appreciated.

<click>
But what could my response be: “What can God do?”  “How could we pray about this?”  “What can we trust God will do?”  “What has God shown he is able to do?”  This is not excusing me from doing work – I have to step up and do my part – but I also have the opportunity and calling and command from God to help out spiritually.  We, as Christians in America, are way too good at offering physical help without offering spiritual help when we have found that the spiritual help is more important than the physical help.

4) <Slide 9> The Ethiopian eunuch

a. The eunuch was reading and Philip DID NOT WAIT until he was asked to offer help.

-> he saw the opportunity to help the person spiritually – All he had to say was “Do you understand what you are reading?”

Physical problem – didn’t understand the readings

Spiritual problem – had not been transformed by the Holy Spirit

5) Now more often than you might imagine, these same kinds of opportunities present themselves if we are willing to seize them.

a. Asking for money – give money and a prayer – physical and spiritual help

=> <Slide 10> Can I pray for you?  Can I pray with you?  Would you pray for me?

b. When people visit a church for the first time there is almost always some big life transition going on.  We forget it, but to set foot in a strange church takes a lot of courage and something important must really be happening to get someone going.

=> Can I pray for you?  Can I pray with you?  Would you pray for me?

c. We talk about the check-out lady.  I’m not saying you should just go up and start talking about faith – that’s a little bit too wacko for me – but if he or she says, “Man, I’m having a tough day” what do we say? “I’m sorry?”  Why not:

=> Can I pray for you?  Can I pray with you?  Would you pray for me?

d. Roommates in nursing homes – I have to admit I usually walk right past them.

=> Can I pray for you?  Can I pray with you?  Would you pray for me?

e. We are a generous congregation.  We are great at giving physical help.  But we aren’t so good at giving spiritual help.  Whenever you help someone out physically – donating money, helping them mow the lawn, fixing a spare tire, doing work on their house – whatever it is:

=> Can I pray for you?  Can I pray with you?  Would you pray for me?

Friends, I think these 3 sentences are the key to seizing the opportunities that God sets before us ALL THE TIME.  “Can I pray for you?”  “Can I pray with you?”  “Would you pray for me?”  In America, there are many people that need physical help, but there are so many more people that need spiritual help.  I challenge you, brothers and sisters in Christ, to talk about your faith without being a wacko.  Your homework this week – ask someone, anyone – if you can pray for them.  Your spouse, your friend, your son, your daughter – perhaps even the person that you’re already praying for by name.  As Christians we have a gift that nobody else has.  Not the schools, not the govt., not the social services programs, not the soup kitchen, not the night shelters…We have the gift offer spiritual solutions alongside physical solutions.  To help someone find food and to help them find meaning.  To give someone a bath and to give someone a baptism.  To help people feel better and to help people live better.  We have the gift of being messengers of the good news of Jesus Christ that changes lives.  Look at the world out there and think of all the problems.  Think of how many people this week you will ask “Can I pray for you?”  “Can I pray with you?”  “Would you pray for me?”  Opportunity knocks.  Let us, the body of Christ, answer.
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