Let God Out of the Box <Slide 1>

Punchline:  Our evangelism must focus on God, not on church.  Our goal and our mission and our opportunity in evangelism is not to grow our church, but to grow the kingdom of God.  This is good news for both us and for non-Christians because God’s kingdom is lasting whereas Oakhurst Presbyterian Church will one day not be.

1) Sermon title change – Joke: the Spirit always moves by Tuesday at noon

2) ACT class: <Slide 2> Some things I learned about young adults (18-40 year olds) - based on Baylor study, Pew study, and some other research

a. Young adults put theology and denomination pretty close to the bottom of the priority list when choosing church

(Which is funny because I’m so Presbyterian now that my gut reaction is “Go PC(USA)!” but when I was searching for a church, I honestly couldn’t care less)

b. Young adults put style of worship (contemporary vs. traditional) pretty near the bottom of the list as well

=> Young adults look for passionate service, authentic community, meaningful worship etc. <click>
3) Mission Bay Community Church, a young adult Presbyterian church in San Francisco - when asked “What would you think if the church or denomination closed in 5 years?”  Answer: “Wouldn’t matter much to me.  I’d just find another church.”

a. Most of the visitors (Presbyterian pastors) were astounded!  Myself included!

=> “Without the congregation, where will God be!?!?”

Church loyalty and denominational loyalty are dead.

4) This happens throughout the bible too

a. The laws of Moses

i. ceremonial hand washing – “You are defiled by what you say and do” <slide 3>
ii. circumcision

b. “This is how God works.”

5) The problem is that we confuse the things of the world with the things of God

a. We confuse God’s kingdom with our congregation <click>
b. We confuse the church with the physical building <click>
c. We confuse the way God does things with the way we do things <click>

(The book of order: Everyone knows that God follows the Book of Order) <click>
=> We have to separate our institutions and traditions from the movement of the Holy Spirit.  God moves outside of the work local congregation.  God moves in the people out in the world.

=> Let God Out of the Box

6) Missionary work in Africa

a. For a long time missionaries would go to Africa and say “Here’s how you worship God.  You put on a tie on Sunday morning, you go to this nice little white building, you sing Amazing Grace, you hear someone preach for 20 minutes, you put your money in the plate, etc. etc.”  and it didn’t work.

b. As soon as the missionaries started saying, “This is who Jesus Christ is.  Worship him with drums, with dancing, all day long, whatever day and time, in the marketplace, at home, whatever…” that’s when it started to catch on.

=> see the missionaries’ problem was that they weren’t offering all of God, they were only offering one tiny part of a great big mysterious God.

Brothers and sisters, when we are sent by God to go share the good news we HAVE to be offering more than worldly things.  Regardless of how great our programs here at Oakhurst may be now or in the future, regardless of how great our preaching might be now (it might be terrible right now) or in the future, regardless of how welcoming, how friendly, how funny, how inspiring, how comfortable, how smart, how whatever our church might be – we have to be offering people more than just our congregation or our denomination.  When we go out into the world and invite people into our lives, offer prayer and ask for prayer, listen to stories and share our stories…and then when we invite them to bible study or Sunday morning worship or Sunday school or small groups or youth group or whatever – realize friends, that we are not just inviting people to Oakhurst Presbyterian Church.  We are inviting them to the kingdom of God.  <The slide with all the freedoms>.   And the promises <Slide> Think about that for a second: We are not inviting people to OPC or to the Presbyterian denomination, we are inviting people to the kingdom of God.  Isn’t that crazy?  And isn’t that great news?  Because at the end of time OPC will not exist.  At the end of time the PC(USA) will not exist.  At the end of time our book of order will not exist.  At the end of time the hymn Amazing Grace will not exist.  But at all the end of time all these things: God’s promises and God’s gifts will exist.  So let’s invite folks into something that will always exist.

When we talk about evangelism, we aren’t trying to “get more young people.”  We aren’t trying to balance the budget, get more helping hands or keep the church doors open.  We are offering people a way from slavery to freedom, from despair to hope, from self-hatred to unconditional-self love.  We are offering people a part of something eternal.  Think about that for a second:  When you ask someone, “Tell me about yourself and I’ll tell you about myself,” when you ask “Hey we’re having this bible study tonight, do you want to come?” or when you ask “Can I pray for you?  Can I pray with you?  Would you pray for me?” you are offering them the first step on the way to true freedom, true happiness, true security, true meaning, true direction, true love and everlasting life.  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are called to invite people into our lives.  We are called to invite people into our worship.  We are called to invite people to our programs.  We are called to invite people to hear our preacher.  We are called to invite people to check out our website.  But do not confuse the worldly for the spiritual.  When we invite people to Oakhurst Presbyterian Church, we are not inviting them into our congregation or our denomination or our church family.  We are inviting them into the kingdom of God.  What an awesome responsibility and what an awesome privilege.  Let us go forth and share our lives and our faith, in the name of the father, son and Holy Spirit.
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