Earning the Right to be Heard <slide 1>

Punchline:  When we want to share our faith, we must first earn the right to be heard – through relationship and through service and generosity.  The challenge is that our giving must be miraculous.  The good news is that God can do miracles.

1) Revisiting some of the evangelism tools we have: “Prayer” “Invitation”

=> I put the cart before the horse.  We need to back up a bit.

a. Last week in youth group we were talking about how grace is free, so I instructed the youth to try to give away a dollar to someone on the street.  Most took it, but were suspicious.

=> Grace is free but people have a hard time accepting it because they are used to everything having a catch.  There are so few things that don’t have a catch these days that it’s really a miracle when we find something that is truly free.

=> What would you do if a stranger came up with a suitcase filled with money: $10,000 say, and offered it to you no strings attached?  Would you take it?

2) People these days, especially people outside the church, have such a hard time believing that anything is free.  It doesn’t matter how much we tell them, it doesn’t matter how much we invite them, it doesn’t matter how much we pray for them – they have trouble believing it.

In a survey for our Unbinding the Gospel book study, I asked my brother a non-Christian “If you could ask God one question, what would it be?”  His response: “I pay my taxes, I take care of my family, I try to do right.  Am I going to hell and if so, why?”  Many, if not most people who have never been to church see God as judgmental because they see judgmental Christians on TV and on street corners and in the news.

Before we can invite people to church, before we can invite people into prayer, before we can even invite them into our lives we have to convince them that there is no catch - that when we’re inviting them into the church (and therefore into the kingdom of God) we’re not looking at the budget of our church or membership rolls or the empty pews - we’re also not trying to convince them to think the way we think.  We must convince them (which means we must believe) that we are genuinely trying to help them by sharing something that has improved our lives and that there is NO CATCH.  And in order to convince them that there is no catch, we have to demonstrate that there is no catch.  Just as many people believe God is judgmental because they see judgmental Christians, we have to demonstrate that grace has no catch.

3) The text

a. What did Jesus say first?  Your sins are forgiven

i. What did they all say?  You don’t have the right to forgive sin

ii. And what did he do?  He demonstrated that he had the right

=> How?  He performed a miracle

b. What would happen if we went up to a stranger who wasn’t Christian and said, “God loves you for free?”

-Probably the same as if you offered someone a suitcase full of money.

i. “Who the heck are you?”

ii. or “What do you want?”

=> It’s kind of sad, but in today’s world, we have to earn the right to freely give grace.  People are not willing to believe that anything is free so in order to earn the right to talk about grace, we have to first perform a miracle.

Like Jesus, if we can perform a miracle, we will earn the right to invite people into our lives and to be invited into their lives – to invite them to church and to invite them to pray with us and for us.  And if we perform the right miracles – like Jesus did – they will never ask “What’s the catch?” but they will be filled with joy and amazement and awe and they will say, “We have seen strange things today.”

What miracle can we perform?  The miracle of giving freely.  There is so little in this world that is truly free, that for us as a congregation to reach out into the community and give something for nothing, no string attached…is a miracle.  This is how we earn the right to share our faith, but first and foremost, it is how we demonstrate that God’s grace is truly free.  When we are generous as individuals, we demonstrate that we as individuals give freely.  But when are generous as a congregation, it demonstrates that GOD gives freely.


And the good news: a relationship is a much stronger argument than what’s on TV or a stranger on the street.  Which do you trust more, the recommendation of a friend or a TV advertisement?  So if your friends sees a judgmental Christian on TV and see you a radically generous Christian in person - which do you think they’ll believe more?

We as a congregation must be willing to think about how we can serve the community freely, NOT how we can get more people.  Part of our service may include inviting people into our lives, part of it may include praying, part of it may include inviting people to church and to bible study, part of it may include inviting them into the kingdom of God, but it must all be out of a desire to serve, the desire to make other people’s lives better, NOT how we can make our church better.   This desire to give freely, the desire to make other people’s lives better even at the cost of our own - it’s the same desire that brought Christ down into a human baby, onto a cross, and out of a tomb.  It may take months, it may take years, it may even take decades of giving before we have built a strong enough relationship to feel that we have earned the right to share.  But giving freely without a catch, with no strings attached, with no ulterior motive is so different, so radical, so crazy, that in today’s world it can only be described as a miracule.

So your homework this week 2 assignments: 1) Give something freely to a stranger – even just a dollar.  2) Pray and think about how we as a congregation might give more freely – we have all kinds of stuff we don’t use.  We have some money in our benevolence and outreach budgets.  We don’t have the ASC anymore so we have some new resources that we can put towards new ideas and new projects – How can we as a congregation give more?  How can we give radically?  How can we 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, Jesus himself had to earn the right to be heard.  He had to perform a miracle before people believed that he could and would freely forgive sin.  Things are not so different today.  In order for us to earn the right to proclaim that God freely forgives and perfectly loves every single person who has ever lived, who lives today, and who ever will live – before we can proclaim – we must earn the right.  And in order to earn the right, we must perform miracles.  And, brothers and sisters in Christ,  the miracle that we must perform is the very message that we proclaim: God gives freely and God’s people give freely.  So go into the world and give freely in a radical no strings attached, no ulterior motives, no catch, kind of way.  Perform a miracle - and earn the right to share grace.  Because freely giving grace and freely sharing grace is the biggest miracle there is.
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