The Gospel <slide 1>

Punchline:  Our lives are unmanageable.  God’s grace offers us a way out.

Disclaimer:  This sermon is not going to be particularly entertaining or insightful.  You probably know everything I’m about to say.  But I feel like I need to say it, to remind all of you and to remind myself why we are here.  So here’s my fifteen minute summary of the gospel:

<slide 2>

1) Sin - literally means “without.”  Without what?  Without God. <click>
a. Without God, we don’t know what the right thing is <click>
i. Satan is very good at convincing us that what that something is right - sometimes we get confused about what’s right

1. Eve and the fruit

2. Jesus’ temptations

ii. For many things there is a very fine line between right and wrong:

1. alcohol

2. gambling

3. debt

iii. There are also many things which we just don’t know:

1. Should I give this money to the church or save it for my kid’s college fund?

2. Should I vote for this presidential candidate or that presidential candidate?

3. “Color blind fashion” - Does this match?

4. Before I was Christian, I knew I was supposed to give to the poor, but I never knew why, so I never did it.  It’s “my” money, why would I give it to someone else

=> without God, most of the time, we wouldn’t know what was right

b. Even when we do know what the right thing is, we don’t do it: <click>
i. We have all kinds of rationalizations, justifications, excuses, denials.

1. Sitting in front of the TV for “just one more show” or reading a good book “just one more page” - then suddenly it’s 3 am.  (For me it’s surfing the web)

2. It’s not my problem that I am richer than 99% of the world.

3. Or I can’t do anything about it.

=> shoplifting - It’s a huge company, who cares if I steal one little thing.

ii. Paul writes: “We followed the passions of the flesh and senses” - sex, drugs, alcohol, and things like wealth,  revenge, selfishness…

=> without God, even when we do know what is right, we usually don’t do it.

Even now, I know that too often I convince myself that there are little areas of my life that I have under control without God’s help.  One day it might be the money, another day it might be my job, another day it might be my family…and I say to myself, “I don’t need to pray about that today.  Everything is under control.”  And that is when I know I’m in trouble.  If there was anything I learned in my 21 years of not being a Christian, it’s that without God I never came up with the right answer.

2) God, through the law, makes the expectations clear: teaches us what is right <click>
a. “Thou shalt not steal.” - kind of makes it hard to rationalize stealing

b. And in Christ, the expectation was made clear: perfect obedience at all costs.  “I have not come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it.”  This is what perfect obedience to God’s law looks like.  Even at cost of our lives or the lives of the ones we love most.  “Your will, not mine, be done.”

=> if you want to know what’s right, look at Jesus.  WWJD?  WDJD?

3) But this makes things even worse:

a. Now we know what we are supposed to do and the expectation is ridiculously high

b. We still can’t do it.  We still find excuses or find ourselves unable or incapable of making the right choice. - Paul: I do what I don’t want to do.  It is the thing that I hate that I do.

=> so now we’re in even deeper trouble, because now we know the expectation, but we still can’t meet it.

4) Thank God for Grace - by grace you have been saved <click>
a. “He might show immeasurable riches in kindness” - God forgives us.

i.  God does not zap us with lightning when we are disobedient.

ii. God promises that nothing in all creation can separate us from his love.

b. “We are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works”  <click>
i. God gives us the power to do the right thing


When we are strong in our relationships with God, we don’t wonder what the right thing is, we know what the right thing is.  And when we are strong in our relationships with God, we don’t fight doing the right thing, we do it.  When we are strong in our relationships with God, when we are full of his grace and his Spirit, when we admit that without him we are nothing…then we realize that with him we are everything.  We are freed from being selfish and we are free to be faithful.  We are freed from being confused and we are free to be obedient.  We are freed from being powerless and we are free to be empowered.  When we surrender to God’s grace in obedience to Christ, when our sacrifice is a broken and contrite heart, when we admit that without God we are clueless, helpless and hopeless, we find that we have more meaning, we have more power, we have more freedom.  But the totally crazy thing that my experience has taught me:  When we surrender to God’s grace we are also happier, more joyful, more peaceful, more fulfilled, more directed, more courageous, more wise…I could go on.  God’s grace doesn’t just solve the problem of sin, God’s grace solves every problem in life!  God’s grace frees us from ourselves and opens us to a whole new way of living.


So your homework for this week is very easy.  <Slide 3> When the time comes, take the bread and take the cup.  Accept the grace that is offered to you.  Come before you Lord and say, “Lord, I need you.  When I do it my way, everything gets messed up.  I want to do it you way.  Teach me and empower me.  If I don’t work on my relationship with you through prayer, bible study, and the sacraments, I will die - maybe physically, but definitely spiritually.  But if I do work on my relationship I will be born again.”


Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is the good news of the grace of God, father, son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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