Identity Crisis <Slide 1>

Punchline: We are made for a specific purpose.   When we discern who we are (not who we want to be or who we see others being or who we should be) not only does it bring effectiveness, it brings joy.

1) <slide 2> I was watching football yesterday and during one of the commercial breaks the announcer came on and talked about how, in the old days, people used to play on both sides of the ball.  You would have the same guys out there running and blocking and then have the same guys tackling and then have the same guys kicking.  And when the specific positions were invented – like the quarterback whose job it is pretty much just to throw the ball, it revolutionized the game.  Why?  Because now, you don’t have a person out there who wants to run and throw and catch and kick and tackle.  They all have one or maybe two jobs to do.  And the teams are so much more effective.  Because they identify what each player is good at and they have him do just that one thing.

2) I thought about this for a while and I realized that I think we as a congregation have reached a time when we need to think about ourselves – do a little self-exploration.  I think we have reached a time when we seriously need to be asking ourselves questions like:

a. <Slide 2> Who are we?  What are we good at?  What are we made for?  What do we want to do?  What gifts and talents do we have?  What drives our passion?

3) See, in the scriptures, in 1 Cor 12 – Paul writes:  <slide 3>
a. The problem was the some people looked at the spiritual gifts that others had and got jealous or envious.  <click>“I want to be the preacher” or “I want to be the prophet.”

b. But Paul responds: <click> “There are many gifts <click>

c. But, are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?  No! <click>
d. Each is made with a different gift for a different reason!”

=> the members of the body – Paul writes that ears need eyes and eyes need hands.  Because ears can’t do everything by themselves!

( Congregations, like football players and like people, only excel at one or two things.  Paul’s warning is that we cannot be everything to everyone.  We are made for a very specific purpose – more specific than “to make the world a better place”, more specific than “to make disciples for Jesus Christ”, more specific even than our mission statement: <Slide 4> “To serve God together by making disciples and meeting the human needs of our congregation and our diverse community.”  <click> Even more specific

We have been given very specific gifts for a very specific purpose.  We cannot look at another congregation and say “This worked for them, we should do it” any more than a defensive lineman can see a place kicker and say “That guy scores all kinds of point.  I should be kick the ball so I get to score the points.”

4) <Slide 5> We also see in Isaiah God weighing in on the subject.

a. Cyrus, the Persian king, defeats the Babylonians and frees the Jews from exile.

b. The Jews object to Isaiah’s news because they don’t think God is doing it right.  Maybe some of them want to free themselves, maybe some of them have something against the Persians – the text isn’t too clear, but it is clear that they are mad that God has picked a Persian king to free them.

c. And God, through Isaiah, responds “Can the clay complain to the potter about what he is making?” 

=> God does not always make us or lead us where we want or intend to go

(How I became Christian – I went to church to disprove God.  I was writing a philosophy paper about how God was a myth and I had to rewrite it with the opposite point of view.  How I became the pastor here – I came as the youth director, thinking I should be a youth pastor in a large church.)   We may have the greatest vision and idea and plan for our church, but if God chooses something else for us, are we going to argue?  

There are all kinds of needs that are important.  There are all kinds of people inside and outside our church that need help.  There are all kinds of ways that other churches are finding their success.  There are all kinds of neat ideas we could be implementing.  But even though we feel like we should be doing something, even though we feel like we can be doing  something, even though we see other churches doing something, and even though we feel like we want  to do something, the only important question is: <Slide 7>“What did God put us here to do?”  

We are the clay and God is the potter.  Just as a coach puts players in specific positions, God has given us specific gifts for a specific reason.  

Reda Dinsmore and pneumonia – <Slide 8> “I’m still here and there must be a reason.  Now I just have to figure out what that reason is.”  OPC is still alive and there must be a reason, so we’re going to figure out what it is.  If we say “We’re too old, or we’re not good at anything or we’ve tried it all and nothing works” then we are saying that God has made a mistake in keeping us around.  

<slide 9> So, the first thing we have to do is figure out what we’re good at.  Take a minute and turn to someone near you and answer this question: “What is Oakhurst Presbyterian Church good at?  What are the gifts that God has given us?”  

Until we know the gifts and talents that God has given us, until we can figure out why God has put us here, until we know who God made us to be, until we can confidently say who we are – we are just a lump of clay with no purpose and no direction.  We’re like the 4th string player who’s okay at everything but not really great at anything.

But hear the good news.  From what I saw yesterday, football players are happier and more effective when they have specific positions.  I personally have never been happier in my life than when I realized who God made me to be and even though I didn’t plan for it to work out the way it did, accepting God’s plan for my life .  I have found that when I follow God’s lead, even though it leads me into places I don’t want to go, I have more joy than when I follow my own desires or my own wisdom.  I believe this promise is true for Oakhurst Presbyterian Church as well.  When we know who we are and when we embrace it – when we are able to set aside what we think we should be or what we want to be and who we want to attract and what we ought to be doing, when we truly understand who God made us to be -  we will overflow with joy and we won’t be able to keep people away.  That is my promise to you because it is God’s promise to all of us.

So the homework for the week: Ask God “What has OPC done well for you?”  “What is OPC good at?”  And ask God who he had made us to be.

Brothers and sisters in Christ: joy, energy, excitement, passion, meaning, direction await.  All we have to do is ask God what position to play.

PAGE  
1

