Good Investment <Slide 1>
Punchline: When we rely on material things for security, we will never feel secure.  When we rely on God for security, no matter what happens in the world, we will feel secure.

1) <slide 2> Lindsay and I have been married for more than 2 years and one of the things we still haven’t quite figured out is what stuff we should keep around and what stuff we should throw away.

a. I’m a pack rat - Four tubs - haven’t opened in 3 years since we moves to Texas

i. They’ve been in my apt, her apt (when we got married), and now the back closet in our house

ii. I don’t know what’s in them anymore - I think that’s an old blanket and a bathrobe…

b. Whenever Lindsay mentions throwing them out I always resist

i. It’s my stuff

ii. “You never know when I’ll need it”

=> ring any bells?

(Anyone been up in the storage room upstairs lately?)

2) Our text today has a similar character - The farmer

<Slide 3> It’s a little puzzling to me because it seems like the farmer made a good investment.  Why did God say to him, “You fool?”  Should we not save for the future?  Wasn’t he just making a smart investment?


Two reasons he was a fool:

a. Didn’t think to give away anything

b. More importantly: He thinks that having more grain and good will make him worry less: Do you remember what he said?  <Slide 4> “I will relax, eat, drink, and be merry.”

=> “One day, I’ll have so much grain and goods that I won’t need anything or  anybody.”

3) Lindsay and Ghana and the food: $50 a month was a great salary


=> At the end of the month if you ran out, you hoped your neighbor had extra


=> If you had extra you shared with your neighbor.

“If you aren’t going to eat with me, then there’s no point in me eating alone.”

That is the kind of community that we are called to have.  No wonder Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor.”  They know they are dependant on God.

4) <Slide 5> See, the problem is that I , like the farmer, got a certain sense of security from having more stuff.   I think deep down I  believe that if we can get more stuff then one day I’ll stop being dependant on circumstances.  One day I ‘ll be able to relax and eat and drink and be merry and I won’t have to work or plan or worry.  Nothing will be able to touch me.  I won’t depend on anything outside or my control.  I will be totally secure.  Nothing and nobody will bother me.  

5) Our economy:

a. What are stock and bonds and assets and commodities collective known as?  “Securities”  

=> But the problem with this, as the farmer discovered, is there’s no such thing as perfect security.  We’ve  learned pretty quickly that those “securities” that you can buy on Wall Street are anything but secure.


It doesn’t matter how much money or material wealth an individual has, a country has or a congregation has - it will always be under God’s control.  The farmer learned that when he died.  Our country seems to be slow at learning it even in the face of so many things that are out of our control.  <slide 6> But it is important for our congregation that we never put our security in material wealth.  That we never say to ourselves <click> “When we have a balanced budget then our church will be safe” or <click> “When our membership is growing instead of shrinking then we won’t have to worry.”  Or <click> “If someone donated a million dollars we’d be all set.”  The fact is that the only true security and the only real peace comes not from being independent of others, but in realizing that we are totally dependant on others and on God.  Like the farmer, like the country, like me, our congregation is totally dependant on God for security, not on material wealth.


And this is really good news for our congregation, because what is means is that our congregation doesn’t rely on money or building or members to be a part of the church of Jesus Christ.  <Slide 7> If we have no building, if we’re meeting in someone’s living room with two or three people and no pastor - which by the way takes no money, no material, no budget, no building - we are still part of the church of Jesus Christ.  We don’t rely on material goods for our security and we don’t rely on material goods for our identity.  We are the church of Jesus Christ whether we have a million dollars or whether we have no dollars, whether we have ten thousand dollars or two members, whether we have the biggest church building the state or we meet in a parking lot.


<slide 8> So, the homework is get rid of something you’ve been keeping around, but you don’t need.  Can you think of it?  During lunch, find your prayer partner and tell them what you’re going to get rid of.


Brothers and sisters in Christ, we will not peace or security in building bigger silos.  We will not find peace or security in gathering more things onto ourselves.  We will not find peace or security in a rising stock market or housing values.  We will not find peace or security in building a bigger church, having a balanced budget or having more members.  The only place we will find peace and security is in realized that all we need is God and each other.  

<daryl’s story about heaven and hell & spoons> <click>
Brothers and sisters in Christ, invest in your relationships with God, and invest in your relationships with each other because these are the only things truly secure investments.
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