Giving Time 

Punchline: When we see other people’s problems we are called to “be with,” not to solve.  Jesus did not look at sin in the world and say, “Poof, all better.”  (Why he didn’t I don’t know.)  But instead he chose compassion: to suffer with and to be with.
1) Stewardship drive - We’re going to be talking about giving to the church and giving to God <Slide 1>
Giving Time <Slide 2>

2) For me Christmas is the most important Christian holiday of the year. <Slide 3>
a. On Christmas, God declared, “Emmanuel.”  I am with you.  No matter what - you might be sinners, you might be faithless, you might be crucifiers - but I am with you no matter what.

b. The reason this is so important to me is because in my life, the worst feeling is loneliness.

c. Sadness, depression, hopeless, addiction, slavery, etc. are all made better by someone being able to say, “I know how you feel and I am with you.”

d. God said, “I am not happy to be in heaven, I am not happy to be in power, I am not happy to be God - if I do not have my children with me.”  God definitively said, once and for all, “I am everything, but without my people I am nothing.  Therefore, not only will I never leave you, but I *can* never leave you.”  This is what John means when he writes in 1 Jn - “God is love.”

3) Job <slide 4>
a. The three friends did not recognize him - he was a stranger to them

b. They saw “the stranger” had great suffering

c. Did they try to help?  No.  Did they give him something?  Did they offer him solutions?  No!  They sat with him for SEVEN days. <click>
4) Mark <slide 5>
a. Jesus cloak could heal people, why did he stop the woman?  <click> Why didn’t he just wave it around and make everyone better all the time? <click>
-> The woman was healed when she touched Jesus cloak, but he wanted to talk to her.  He wanted to hear her story.  He wanted to spend some time with her.

Does anyone remember what was happening when this story happened?  He was on the way to save a dying girl.  And we learn that because of his delay, the girl died.  Now, she was raised from the dead, but Jesus clearly thought it was more important to get to know this old woman and spend time with her, even though she was already healed of her physical ailment.

5) My point in all this: 3 ways of giving (I stole this idea from a sermon I was reading). <slide 6>
a. Working for - giving out money or food <click>
b. Working with - empowering people to solve their own problems<click>
c. Being with - being compassionate (which literally means “to suffer with”) <click>
=> The problem with working for and working with (though they’re both good and important and Jesus did them) is that it creates a hierarchy - one person is the giver and one is the receiver <slide 7>.  On is the “have” and one is the “have not.”  One is the giver and one is the taker.  One is the generous and one is the needy.

But that is not the way that Christ gave,

The way of Christ is “Being with:”


I’ve always been puzzled by the passage where the woman pours the expensive perfume on Jesus and he says, “You will always have the poor but you will not always have me.”


Especially around stewardship time, it seems like this is terrible stewardship, right?  What does Jesus mean?

I think he means that

There might not be a final solution to poverty.  It’s a problem that needs to be addressed and we certainly can’t sit on our laurels, but perhaps making the poor rich isn’t a solution.  I heard the other day that the USA, 6% of the world’ population, uses 25% of the world’s energy.  Maybe what Jesus means is that we can’t make all the world’s poor rich like us.  The only solution is for us to sit with the poor.  Not work for the poor, not work with the poor, but to get to know the poor, to open our hearts and our lives to them – maybe even become them.

<slide 8> Philippians 2:5-7  Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,  but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
<slide 9>

But the good news that comes wrapped up in this challenge is a very simple phrase “To keep it you have to give it.”  I mentioned earlier that the worst emotion for me is loneliness.  I’ve discovered that the biggest reason I end up feeling lonely is when I am only thinking about myself (which happens more often that I’d like to admit - People driving slower are idiots, people driving are crazy).  

The best and really only way to get away from selfishness, from thinking only about ourselves is to serve.  The way to overcome loneliness to go and build relationships.  And not just by working for, not just by working with, but by being with.  Not by being a have and giving to a have not, but by emptying ourselves.  To keep God’s love for us, we have to share it.  Even though we might be richer in the worldly sense than others, we still need them.  Think about that…next time someone asks you for something and you hesitate (maybe a friend, a family member, or a person on the street asking for some money)…think about that fact that you need something from that person.  They might be the ones asking for help, but we are the ones who need the chance to share our lives.  In order to keep it you have to give it.  To save your life, you must lose it.

Job’s three friends sat for seven days.  Jesus stopped to ask a woman to tell him her story.  On Christmas God refused to be a “have” while we are “have nots” but he declared “I will be with you - no matter what.”   Friends, during this stewardship season, don’t just work for God’s children, don’t just work with God’s children, be with God’s children.  Give your money AND your time AND your talent AND your energy AND your emotion AND your very lives to God’s children - whether through this congregation or somewhere else.  Think of someone who needs your help and declare to them “I will be with you - no matter what.”  Because in order to keep it, you have to give it. <slide x>
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