Commitment <slide 1>
Punchline: From the beginning of time to the end of time, God operates in promises: He says he will do something and then he does it.  In a chaotic world, promises are the greatest gift we can give to each other.

1) Today is stewardship commitment Sunday and I, like many men, am afraid of commitment, but I take it to a whole new level.

a. Don’t go with me to Costco <slide 2> - I am paralyzed by the choices.  I stare at the wall of cereal and think, whatever I guy right now, I’m going to be eating for the next 6 months…and I freeze.

2) Clara and Clay - both been here for 80 years

a. Lindsay’s great grandparents were married for 82 and a half years.

b. The longest I’ve had friends has been about 7 or 8 years.

c. Marriage rate is going down in the United States - less and less people are getting married.

=> as a society, we hate commitment – to a church, to a marriage partner, even to a box of cereal.  We like to keep our options open.  As soon as I make a decision, I know that my next thought is always, “What if something better comes along?” or “What if something happens and I change my mind?”

3) And so I get quite a few questions about pledging - “Why should I pledge?”  <slide 3> “What if something happens?”  “Can’t I just put my money in the plate each week?”

4) Well, let’s take a look at the bible:

Does God make commitments, promises, and covenants with his people. <slide 4>
a. Noah - “I will destroy everything except you.”  “I will not wipe the face of the earth again.”

b. Abraham - “I will make you a great nation.”

c. Christ - “I will be with you for you.”

d. Revelation - “I will come again and right all wrongs.” <clicks>
If you pray, I will listen…  If two or more are gathered…

Why does God make promises like this?  Why did God tell Abraham what he was going to do?  Why has God told us that he is going to come again and will build his kingdom here on Earth?

And along those lines, I wonder why God invented marriage.  Doesn’t it seem strange that God would want two people to promise themselves to each other for life?  I mean, I don’t say to a rock, “Now rock, no matter what happens to you, no matter how scuffed up you get or if you get smashed into a million pieces, I will be there for you.”  Why would I make the commitment to another human being?

5) I think it’s because we live in an uncertain world. The stock market is uncertain, our personal safety is uncertain, our health is uncertain…so much of our lives are uncertain.  So when God makes a promise to us, when God commits to us – God takes something that is uncertain and makes it certain.  We don’t have to worry about what will happen after we die, because God has made a commitment.  We don’t have to worry about what will happen to the Earth at the end of time, because God has made a commitment.  We don’t have to worry about whether anyone is listening to our prayers, because God has made a commitment.  We don’t have to worry about whether we are ever truly alone, because God has made a commitment.  Through his commitment, God has taken the uncertain in our lives and added some certainty.  God’s promises to us are like harbors in a swirling stormy sea.  <slide> They are places where we can rest from the chaos of the world.   We know they will always be there and we can rely on them no matter what is going on in the world.

In an uncertain world, it is a sacred gift to give certainty to someone else.  When we make a promise to another person or to the church – whether it be a business contract, a marriage vow, or a giving pledge, our promise is a gift.  We are offering to be a harbor to someone else.  We are offering security to others.  We are saying that “No matter what might happen in any other aspect of your life, whether the sky falls or the ocean rises, whether you do something I don’t like or I do something you don’t like – this promise will be fulfilled.”  When we make promises we are offering a harbor in a storm.

So brothers and sisters in Christ, your homework this week is to make a promise to someone (in addition to your pledge) and keep it <slide>.  God has made commitments to us and it is a wonderful and miraculous thing that we have them recorded in scripture and that we can count on them no matter what.  

<Steve Christian’s story – when we make a promise, not only do we bring certainty into other lives, we also bring it into our own.>

Friends, God is a god of commitments and promises because we need certainty in an uncertain world.  May we follow his example.
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