Just Because It Hasn’t Happened Yet, Doesn’t Mean It Isn’t Going to Happen
Punchline: Our world, especially science, is built on the assumption that certain things never change.  However, God promises us that at the end of time, everything will change.  God challenges us to stay alert and to a part of that coming.

1) Dinosaur Valley State Park - dinosaur tracks
a. 110 million years ago, dinosaurs roaming around 
=> I was thinking about my sermon and advent and what we are waiting for and I had an epiphany

As I was looking at the tracks and imaging the dinosaur that made them and what it was doing and what it was thinking - and I imagined some other dinosaur with a football shouting “Go long!”

2) But I realized that science and engineering are based on an assumption:
When it comes to natural laws (gravity, mechanics, chemistry, etc.) :

“The way things are is the way they will always be.”

How does the scientific method work?

a. You ask a question - “How long does it take for a pen to fall?”
b. You experiment - I take a pen and a stop watch and I do it
i. I repeat the experiment many times

c. I draw a conclusion - The pen takes some amount of time to hit the ground

d. And here’s the big step : I predict - If I drop the pen again from the same height, it will take the same amount of time to fall to the ground.

=> The assumption is that if I do the same thing over and over and over and get a certain result, doing it again will result in the same result.  Seems like it’s not a bad assumption, since we have rocket ships and cell phones and roller coasters and they all work most of the time.

3) But the thing we have to be careful about as Christians is limiting the future because of the past.
a. The Isaiah text:

i. The wolf will lie with the lamb

ii. The leopard will lie down with the kid

iii. The lion will eat straw

iv. The bear will graze with the cow

v. The child will put its hand in the adders den and not get hurt

When we read this text, I think there’s a real danger of taking it too lightly - Of thinking “That’s a nice image.  It would be funny: to see a lion chewing on straw.”  

But the point of the text, the point of Isaiah’s prophecy, the point of Christ’s birth on Christmas and his imminent return  is not just about the animals.  It’s about the impossible:
a. It’s about a virgin giving birth

b. It’s about a savior rising from the grave
c. It’s about death and pain and crying being gone

d. It’s about God walking on face Earth, touching and teaching and talking and living and breathing and crying.

=> This prophecy from Isaiah is about the impossible being possible.  It’s about God saying, “I appreciate the fact that you dropped that pen 10,000 times and you recorded the time it took each time and it was exactly the same each time, BUT don’t think things in the kingdom will be the same.”


God promised us through Isaiah, that just because certain things haven’t happened, doesn’t mean they aren’t going to happen.  Just because the wolf has never lied down with the lamb, doesn’t mean they won’t.  Just because the world has never seen peace, doesn’t mean it won’t.  Just because the world has never been free of death, doesn’t mean it won’t.  Just because the world has never been united, doesn’t  mean it won’t.  Just because the world has never been free of poverty, famine, or disease doesn’t mean it won’t.  Just because the world has never been perfect, doesn’t mean it won’t be.


That’s what this prophecy is about.  It’s about God’s promise that in Christ, things that have never been possible or even imaginable…will become reality.  Wild and crazy things like bears grazing with cows or virgins giving birth or a giant star leading wise men or and angel appearing to shepherds or the dead coming back to life or fish jumping into a net or the lame walking and the blind seeing, or prayers being answered or miracles happening or little churches finding new purpose and new hope or the world being reborn perfectly.


Jesus warns us in Mark, be alert and stay awake.  Friends, just because none of these things have happened doesn’t mean they won’t.  Not only might they happen in Christ, not only can the happen in Christ, not only probably will the happen in Christ, but they WILL happen in Christ.  Therefore, during this advent season keep awake and stay alert.  Keep looking out for signs of the coming kingdom.  Watch for strange and miraculous things that don’t happen too often.  Because the kingdom of Jesus Christ is coming.  Just because it hasn’t happened yet, doesn’t mean it isn’t going to happen.
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