Shepherds Nearby <Slide 1>
Punchline: It is a joy to share good news.

1) Presents - <Slide 2>
a. My present for Lindsay

b. Anyone ever buy a present that is SO good that it’s almost impossible to keep it to yourself?

2) The text <Slide 3> - I wondered all week: Why did the angel announce the birth of Jesus to the shepherds?  Why not anybody else?

a. Was it because they were humble?

b. Was it because they were poor?

c. Was it because they were outside where it was cold and dark?

d. Was it because they were shepherds like Jesus was going to be?

=> All of these would preach - I could do a whole sermon series just on the shepherds…But there’s something else in the text that I noticed while I was studying it this week. (Put that on hold)

3) <Slide 4 - Famous picture of sailor kissing nurse> - Does anyone recognize this picture?

a. Does anyone know what happened?  What is going on?

=> Solider was in the subway when Japan’s surrender was announced.  The nurse heard it and ran out onto the street and he was coming out the station and was the first person she saw.  She said, “You must be so glad.”  And he said, “Why?”  And she said, “You get to go home.”  And he said, “What?”  And she said, “The war is over.  The Japanese surrendered.  You get to go home.”  And he up and kissed her.

b. It reminds me of the Isaiah reading: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation.”
=> That day the sailor knew it and the nurse learned the true meaning of this passage.

(And as a completely unrelated side note, they’ve been trying for a long time to figure out who the sailor was and when they finally found out who it was and reunited him with the nurse, he said, “I would recognize her anywhere.  She has the biggest mouth I’ve ever kissed.”


Not only is it a joy to receive good news, it’s a joy to bear good news.  And when we have good news, especially if it’s really good news…we don’t care who we tell it to, but we have to share it.  It bursts out from inside of us.  I’ve never been around new first time parents, but from what I understand all they want to do (aside from holding their child) is running up and down the halls of the hospital telling everyone. <slide 5 > So I think one of the reasons that the angels picked the shepherds first to tell the good news to them…is because they were NEARBY.  I don’t think the angels were solemn and stern (whenever I read this text, I always think of Linus standing in the spotlight with his blanket reciting it).  I think they were overcome with joy and excitement.  

The angels were probably in the stable watching Jesus being born and they were like, “Oh my gosh!  This is the greatest moment in the history of the world.  We HAVE to go tell somebody.” Etc. etc.  And what did the shepherds do as soon as they realized that the angels were right?  They went running around telling everyone, too!

The fact is that the good news of the birth of Christ was the greatest moment in the history of the world.  And if news is really great, it’s just as exciting and joyful and fun to give it as it is to receive it.

<Slide 6> So your homework this week is to give someone some good news.  Figure out something that is good news for someone else : maybe a present, maybe the outcome of a medical procedure, maybe a visit from a friend, anything…Figure out something that is good news for someone else to hear…and tell them.  Be an angel (the greek word angel literally means “messenger.”  Sometimes that’s a messenger with wings and a harp and a halo, sometimes it’s just a normal human being like us.)  Because that’s what Christmas is about.

<Slide 7>  The reason I happen to believe Christmas was the greatest moment in the history of the world isn’t just because of what God  did, but because of what God said.  On Christmas day, God delivered the good news of Emmanuel, “God is with us.”  On Christmas, God said, “No matter how sinful you are, no matter how forgetful you are, no matter how easily distracted and easily tempted you are, no matter how arrogant and self-deceiving you are, no matter foolish you are…I am with you and I am for you.”  That’s the good news of Christmas.  That’s the good news that the angels shared with the shepherds and that’s the good that we have a chance to share with our world.  So go forth in the name of the father and the son and holy spirit and share some good news.  Amen.
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