All We Have, All We Do, All That is Done to Us
Punchline: When we give to God, god provides, though not always in the way we would expect.

1) Thinking about the wise men – What happened to them? <Slide 1>
a) It would be 30 years before Jesus died – they probably died before he did.  Once the star faded, they probably didn’t hear about him again in their own land.

b) Did they do anything new or different?

c) Or, like so many of us, did they have a moment of clarity which inspired them, but did not transform their lives?  Did they just go back to doing what they had always done?

2) I think the secret is in the gifts <Slide 2>:

a) One interpretation of the gifts from the wise men 

(from hymn: “We three kings of orient are”):

i) Gold – for a king (Gold is a gift that would typically be given to a king) <click>
ii) Frankincense – for a priest (Frankincense was used for the fragrant offerings we hear about in the Old Testament) <click>
iii) Myrrh – for suffering and burial (Myrrh was used to cure wounds and to embalm and prepare bodies for burial) <click>
=> Gifts to show who Jesus was and what he would do

b) But I think the gifts also represent aspects of their lives <Slide 4>
i) Gold – represented the possessions of the wise men <click>
· By giving gold the wise men were saying, “We give to God everything that we have.  We realize that everything we have ever had, everything that we have today, and everything we will ever have are gifts from God.  We realize that our possessions and wealth come from God and belong to God and are given to us to build God’s kingdom.”

ii) Frankincense – represented the actions of the wise men <click>
· By giving frankincense the wise men were saying, “We will worship God in everything that we do.  We realize that our lives and our time are gifts from God and we want our actions and deeds to bring glory to God.”

iii) Myrrh – represented the uncontrollable circumstances of the wise men <click>
· By giving myrrh the wise men were saying, “We trust God with everything that we cannot control.  Times when we are hurt, the time of our death and what happens after death, how people will respond to the good news...everything that we cannot control and everything that might be done to us we trust to God because we trust that all things work together for the good of those who love God.”

When the wise men saw the star of Bethlehem and found the baby Jesus – God incarnate, Emmanuel – they realized how much God loved them and so they realized how much they were called to give back to God.  The gift of gold symbolizing all their possessions.  They gift of frankincense symbolizing their time and deeds.  The gift of myrrh symbolizing all the things out of their control.  They trusted God with all these and more.  They trusted God with their whole lives, their whole being and their whole identity.
 <slide 5>

And how did God respond?  God provided for them!  God warned them in a dream and protected them from Herod on their return journey.  They trusted their lives to God and God came through!  God always comes through.

<slide 6>


And so, Kylos, Kylon, Keierica, and Keibarbara.  Today you four are called in the same way as the wise men.  Today, when you are baptized and when you proclaim your own faith, you are saying, “I give to God everything that I have, because I trust God.”  You are saying, “I give to God everything that I do, because I trust God.”  You are saying “I give to God everything that is done to me and everything that is out of my control, because I trust God.”  You are saying, “I believe God has come through in every time and in every place and in every way through Jesus Christ and I want to help build his kingdom here on Earth.  God, use me!”


And for those who are already part of Christ’s church – I encourage you to remember that you have already made these commitments.  And you have already given your gold, your frankincense, and your myrrh to Jesus.  You have already promised to trust God with everything you have, everything you do, everything that is done to you.  


And the great news for all of us is this: God provides.  When we trust God, we find that God is trustworthy.  When we give God our possessions, God protects us.  When we give God our time, God uses us.  When we give God those things we cannot control, we find that they all work together for our good.  So Kylos, Kylon, Keierica, Keibarbara, brothers and sisters in Christ, give your gold, give your frankincense, give your myrrh to God.  Because you will find that God is worth of your gifts and your trust, and you will find that God provides.
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