In God We Trust <Slide 1>

Punchline: God prays for us -> prayer isn’t about getting what you want, it is about being in God’s presence and understanding and trusting in the promises and providence of God.

1) Lindsay and I get into a lot of arguments

a. Many end with: “Fine!  I’ll do it your way!"

b. I have learned that whether I’m the one getting my way or the one giving in, neither of us end up happy. <Slide 2>
c. More often than not the argument is not about the content (getting your way), it’s about being understood

2) I think this idea relates a lot to how we pray, but I want to put that on hold for a moment.

<slide 3>

3) In Romans, when Paul says the Spirit intercedes for us and the Son intercedes for us, what is that about?  Do the father, son and spirit ever disagree on things?  Does the son ever want the father to do something that he won’t do?


Why does God pray within himself if he is united in mission and purpose?

4) Co-creators

a. One of the misconceptions we have about the trinity:

i. The father is vengeful (God of the Old Testament)

ii. The son saves us from the wrath of the father

b. <Slide 4> But in Genesis 1 and in John 1 we see that Jesus and the Spirit were both there from the very beginning (in Genesis the water was a symbol for chaos - in other words, the Spirit was there when nothing else was)  throughout the old and new testaments, the triune God, father, son and spirit, are united in purpose and mission
So why do the son and the spirit pray?
5) <slide 5> First off, prayer is not about getting what we want

a. Jesus could have gotten what he wanted:

i. All things came into being through him – he is all powerful
ii. Temptations by Satan – he could’ve had anything in the world
iii. Twelve legions of angels in the garden

b. <click> But as he was praying, he said, “Your will be done.”

6) Prayer is about relationship (The key of the prayer drive sermon series)


-Prayer is about uniting ourselves with God in the way the father, son, and spirit 
are all united


-Prayer is about coming to the place where we can say, “Your will be done” and 
mean it


-Remember the story I told at the beginning about arguments - this is what I’m 
talking about.  It’s often not about us getting our way or even God getting God’s way, <click>


but it’s always about us understanding God and God understanding us.  -And that’s why the son and the spirit pray.  <click>
a. Understanding the differences between his will and our will

b. Gaining strength and courage to obey his will

c. Getting to know him so that we can trust his promises:

i. Have you ever been asked for money from someone you don’t know who promises to do something or give it back?

ii. Do you trust them?  Why not?  Because you don’t know them.

iii. That’s the final goal of the prayer relationship: To get to know God so that we trust God

7) And one of the neat things about this: when you’re praying at home or work or for your prayer partner or for our church or whatever:

Our prayers don’t always have to be about something

a. The Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words - It’s not always about telling God what you want or listening to what God wants for you.  It’s about being in God’s presence, getting to know God and trusting God.  And I know from my relationship with my wife that we don’t always have to talk in order to be in relationship.  There are times when she’s sleeping or I’m sleeping or we’re driving somewhere in silence (although we’re both preachers so that doesn’t happen too often), but we’re in relationship even though we’re not talking. - Prayer doesn’t always have to be about talking.


<slide 7> Friends, Jesus Christ prays for us.  The Holy Spirit prays for us.  And we are called to pray for ourselves and each other.  But the goal of prayer is not a destination, it is the journey.  It is not about getting what we want or even about doing what God wants.  It’s about being in a relationship.  It’s about knowing the father as well as the son and spirit know him.  It’s about obeying him as well as the son and spirit obey him.  It’s about trusting him as much as the son and the spirit trust him.  Often times our closeness to God is not from talking or from listening, but from sighing and groaning, from laughing and crying, and from just being in his presence.  Ultimately, I believe the goal of prayer is to be one with the father in the same way the son and the spirit are and to be one with son and the spirit in the way the father is.  


God, father, son, and spirit, maker of each of us and everything around us, wants to know us and God wants to love us.  God wants us to know him and God wants us to trust him.  God is in his very nature a relationship and wants to be in relationship with us.  Pray with words, pray with sighs, pray with art, pray with songs, pray with tears, pray with silence.  Pray when you get up, pray when you go to bed, pray when you eat, pray when you drive, pray when you work, pray when you rest.  Because the power of prayer is not only the result, but also the relationship.
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