Ultimate Life <Slide 1>

Punchline: Eternal life isn’t just about quantity, it’s about quality and it includes this life.  Our challenge is to display this ultimate life to the world.

1) “When I die and I go to heaven, I will gladly spend 10,000 years worshipping at the feet of my savior, but after that, I have a list a questions I want to ask!”

2) Have you ever wondered about spending eternity in heaven? Don’t you get bored? <slide 2>
3) Eternal life

a. At face value it doesn’t sound all that great

4) What does Jesus say about inheriting eternal life? <slide 3>
a. Matt 19 - The rich young man


“ Keep the commandments, give up houses and brothers and sisters”

b. Matt 25 - The least of these: visit the imprisoned, clothe the naked, feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty - “The righteous”

c. Mar 10 - The rich young man

d. Luke 10 - The two greatest commandments

e. Luke 18 - The rich young man

<Slide>

f. John 3 - believe in him

g. John 4 - Drink the living water

h. John 6 - Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood

i. John 12 - Those who hate their life in this world

=> <Slide> Eternal life is not just about quantity, it is about quality

5) The word for ‘eternal’ in Greek is aionios (we get our word, eon).

a. It doesn’t just mean eternal in the sense of time, but also in the sense of quality

b. A diamond is eternal, not just because it last forever, but because it is of high quality

c. Or we might say the Mona Lisa is eternal of Shakespeare is eternal…

d. We might call eternal life “abundant life” or “ultimate life” because it captures both the quantity and the quality of the life.


If you notice in all the things that Christ talked about - loving neighbor, loving god, giving up things, visiting the imprisoned, believing in him, taking the sacraments, etc….they form a lifestyle.  Paul lived this lifestyle.  He wrote in the 2 Cor passage we read this morning that everything bad that happened to him, he turned into something good.  Every time he was put through a trial he saw how he could use his experience, strength, and hope to minister to other.  He lived with honesty and sincerity, he depended on God’s grace, not earthly wisdom, He asked for prayers and prayed for others.  When his life was threatened, he learned not to rely on himself, but on God who raises the dead.  Can you imagine that - trusting in God so deeply that you have nothing to lose?

See, the interesting thing about eternal life, abundant life, ultimate life - is that it’s not by doing all these things that we get it…doing all these things IS it. <slide> The eternal, abundant, ultimate life is the faithful life which is high in quantity, but is also high in quality.  Eternal life is when we wake up each morning and ask God what how he will use us.  Eternal life is when we are aware of the presence of Holy Spirit wherever we go and whatever we do.  Eternal life is being a tiny island of hope in a world of uncertainty.  Eternal life is when we live for God instead of for ourselves – when every thought, every word, every dream, every goal, every hope, every feeling comes from God and is in service to God.  Eternal life is living as if we are already in the kingdom and eternal life is building the kingdom here on earth.  Eternal life is living in a way that demonstrates what God has done, is doing, and has promised to do in your life.  You don’t have to wait until you die or until Christ comes again or until the end of the world for eternal life.  You can live eternal life today.


And what Moses learned when he came down the mountain with the commandments was that when we have had a truly transformative encounter with God, when God is truly the center of our lives, when we live to know God, love God and serve God…it is written on our faces.  When Moses truly encountered God, it was written on his face and it was so bright that at first it scared people, but then they were immediately drawn to him.  This is what eternal life looks like.  So different it’s scary, but so wonderful it’s irresistible.


I went to Martha Grace Reese’s presentations yesterday and I learned a lot of things about church growth and evangelism, but the take home message I got was that church vitality does not come only from head faith - what we believe, but it comes from heart faith and hands faith.  How strong our relationships with God and with each other are and how we put ourselves to use in service of God.  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, a higher quantity AND a higher quality of life await.  Not just for us as individuals, but for us as a congregation and for our community, our country, our world, and all of creation.  I challenge you: <Slide> “Live eternal life today.”
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