I Shall Not Want <Slide 1>

Punchline: The Lord is a god of abundance.  Scarcity is an illusion created by consumerism.  When we embrace God’s abundance we are freed from worrying about $.

1) The economy is not doing well <Slide 2>
a. Lay offs or mandatory leave or early retirement or pay cut

b. Stock market (and retirement portfolios) in the tank

c. Stores closing or going out of business etc. etc.

=> we could talk all day about why that is the case or what to do about it…

2) When we hear news like this, we get scared of Scarcity: There’s not enough to go around <Slide 3>
a. Not enough jobs

b. Not enough money

c. Not enough social security or pensions

d. Not enough bailouts

e. Not enough time

f. Not enough affordable places to live

g. We get scared of “Not enough.”

=> And the first place that gets cut because of our fear of not enough?  Giving – And not just to the church, but to charities and night shelters and food banks etc. etc..  When we are afraid that there’s not enough to go around, then we are afraid to give.

3) The disciples in the passage had the same fear we do.

a. Jesus asked them to share their food. <click>
b. They looked at their, five loaves and two fish, and they looked at the crowd of thousands and they said, “Lord, There’s not enough!” <click>
c. But what happens?  Jesus takes their bread and fish and multiplies it.

i. Some say that: When the crowd saw the disciples sharing they all took out their own loaves and fish and started sharing

ii. Or maybe it was a miracle

iii. Or maybe both

=> The point is that when the disciples began to share, even though they didn’t think they had enough, there was plenty to go around.  And there was left over.  The Lord made it enough.  <click>

4) When the disciples thought there wasn’t enough, there wasn’t enough.  But when the disciples trusted the Lord there was plenty to go around. <Slide 5>
a. Now I’m not saying, “give to get” <click>
i. I have heard stories of people giving to the church and then receiving more than they gave, and I don’t doubt them, but I don’t think that is always the way God works.  If you notice, the disciples gave away two fish and at the end how many fish did they have?  0!

ii. But when they gave, they realized that in Christ there was always going to be enough. <click>
=> That’s the key.  It’s not that when they gave more they got more.  It’s when they gave more that they realized there was enough.

5) The Lord is a god of abundance, not scarcity. <Slide 6>
a. In the Lord, there is always enough.

b. The 23rd psalm

i. I shall not want

ii. You prepare a table for me

iii. My cup overflows

=> Does this sound like the God of “not enough?”

c. God has everything we need and god gives us everything we need.

6) And that’s what this table is about <Slide>
a. This is the table that the Lord has prepared in the presence of our enemies. <click>
i. The enemies of a bad economy, of unemployment.  Our enemies of a down stock market and unstable banks.  Our enemies of fear of the future and of scarcity.

ii. This table is set in the presence of all our enemies

b. The bread is piled high.  The cup overflows. <click>
c. This is a table of abundance, not scarcity

d. Because at this table there is always enough. <Click>
So your homework this week: I’m not going to tell you what to feel or trust.  Saying, “Don’t be scared of the bad economy” isn’t a particularly good assignment because it’s impossible to account for (whether you did it or not) and it’s not easy to do (to decide whether to be scared of something or not).  But on this Super Bowl Sunday when many of us are going to sit down in front of tables that overflow, I challenge you to give. Doesn’t have to be the church: I’m not up here preaching about abundance and worrying about scarcity.  I know there will always be enough for this church, so if you’d like give to charity, give to people on the street, give to public radio…just give more.  If you aren’t up to a tithe, make a commitment to increase your giving one percent a year until you are tithing.  If you’re tithing or above, give 0.5% or 0.25% more.  Because it is in giving that we realize that we are not afraid of the economy.  It is in giving that our cup overflows.  It is in giving that we shall not want.  It is in giving that we put our trust in the God of abundance.  It is in giving that we forever shatter the fear that there will not be enough.
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