Many Members, One Body

Punchline: Being a part of the body means we rely on each other and on God.  We are bound to one another.

1) Talking about the body of Christ - the church.

2) Individualism
a. In America

i. If you want something done right

ii. Look out for #1

b. In faith

i. “I don’t believe in organized religion” (How organized are we?)

ii. “I’m spiritual but not religious.”

iii. “I believe in God, but I don’t go to church.”

iv. “It’s all about my personal relationship with God.”

v. When it comes to money or other things: “That’s between me and God.”

=> The only thing that matters is me and God

Billboard campaign “I am second?”  No “I am third.”

3) Paul talks about the one body

a. Made of many members with many different gifts <slide>
b. The members of the body benefit each other

i. If we were all ears, nobody could see God.  If we were all eyes, nobody could hear God.

ii. If we were all hands, we wouldn’t go anywhere.  If we were all feet, we couldn’t do anything.

iii. A challenging one: If God were saying something in Spanish – “I preached a whole sermon on how the word in Spanish, ‘esperar’ is to hope and also to wait” how can English speakers hear it.

c. The members of the body depend on each other <slide>
i. Without other members of the body of Christ, we cannot do our jobs.

=> What part of the body are you?  What parts do you need?

d. The members of the body are bound to each other- they are connected
i. The eye can’t leave the body just because it doesn’t like the ear

(another thing that we can relate to with churches splitting)

=> We, as Christians, are intimately connected to one another.

4) Adam - my friend from college who I haven’t seen in 6 years and we weren’t even that close when we lived in the same house.

a. He found out I was a pastor and he’s in full time ministry in Boston

b. Said he was coming down and wanted to get together

c. I didn’t have any trouble sharing about our church, our calling, how I came to faith, my hopes and fears for the church, my passions in life.

d. He just said, “I noticed you came to faith in college.  How did that happen?”

=> Even though we had never been very close in school, by our faith, we were connected

=> The relationship between Christians - me and Marge, or Stanley and Kylon, or Ira and Victoria…is not friendship - it is beyond friendship.  The relationship that Christian’s share is fellowship.  We talk about fellowship quite a lot in the church, and if I were someone brought up outside the church, I would think fellowship was another word for food.  Not that that’s a bad thing.  But fellowship is the appreciation of the fact that we are all members of the same body and when one member suffers we all suffer and when one member rejoices, we all rejoice.

Friendship is based on mutual benefit.  Fellowship is based on unconditional love.  Friendship grows through common interests.  Fellowship grows through common faith.  Friendship ends when we lose touch.  Fellowship never ends – Paul says that even if we wanted to, we couldn’t leave the body.   Friendship puts up fronts and does not disclose everything.  Fellowship is authentic and genuine.  Friendship is only as strong as the two friends.  Fellowship is as strong as the creator of the universe.  When we come together to worship, to share a meal, to serve, to evangelize, to study, to play skip-bo, to pray, to fix, to do whatever - we do not come together as friends.  We come together as fellow members of the one body of Christ and we come together, not just to spend time with one another, but to share our lives.
Homework: Fellowship lunch, not friendship lunch - don’t just talk about things friends talk about, talk about things brothers and sisters in Christ, members of the one body talk about.  God sightings.  Anything you are excited about or anxious about?  How did you come to faith?  How did you come to the church?  Have you ever witnessed a miracle?  Do you have any regrets?  Have you ever been angry with God?  How can we be praying for you? 

But the challenging thing about being part of the body of Christ here on Earth is that the body isn’t quite complete yet.  We are only fifty people here in Oakhurst, and we are only forty four thousand in Grace Presbytery and only 2 million in the country. We are like a body that has two hands but only one arm or half a brain and half heart. The body is not complete.  There are parts missing that are needed, not just to be another name on the rolls and not just to be another source of income, but because of their unique gifts and talents, their unique ideas and thoughts, their unique dreams and hopes and fears, their unique points of view.


Fellow members of the body of Christ, in the body the blood that flows through the foot is the same blood that flow through the hand which is the same blood which flows through the eye and the ear and the mouth and the nose and the tongue and the spleen.  The blood which flows through me is the same as the blood which flows through each of you and through every member of the body.  It is the blood of Christ   And in Christ’s blood we are united - not by mutual benefit, but by unconditional love.  We are intimately connected, not by our friendship, but by our fellowship in Jesus Christ.  We are many members, but we are all together, one body.
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