Who Do You Say That I Am? <Slide 1>

Punchline: Jesus is the head of the church.  When we remember that we are not the head and we follow the head, we are given miraculous power.

1) Last in the “Body of Christ” series

2) My Big Fat Greek Wedding - The father is the head of the family, but the mother is the neck.  “She can turn the head any way she wants.”

=> The head of the church

3) Acts - Peter performs a miracle <slide 2>
a. There’s a lame man 

b. He commands him, in the name of Jesus Christ, to walk

c. The guy gets up and walks!

d. (And later on in acts, Peter brings a girl back from the dead!)

e. I have always found this interesting, because Peter is just a regular guy

i. He’s not the son of God

ii. He’s not divine or blessed or had magical powers

iii. He was just a disciple

=> How did he get this power?  Was it because he shook hands with Jesus?  Was it because Jesus blessed him?  Was it because he prayed a certain way?

And then I start wondering: Do I have this power?  I’m just a regular guy and a disciple.  How come I can’t heal people by touching them?

4) So I go back to Matthew 16 <Slide 3>
a. Jesus asks, “Who do you say I am?”  

b. Peter professes his faith - “The messiah, the son of the living God.”

c. Jesus gives him his identity

i. He says, Simon first, then Peter

ii. On this rock I will build my church

1. What does Peter mean?  Rock!

iii. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven

=> Peter gets his identity by professing his faith.  In putting God in God’s rightful place, Peter is given his rightful place.  <Click> When Peter is able to say who Jesus is, Jesus tells Peter who Peter is…and it’s incredible - he is the foundation of the church.

5) “There is a God.  It is not me.” <Slide 4>
a. When we are able to say this and show it in our actions, we are given miraculous power.

i. We’re not all quite there yet - we still have idols.

1. Who do we trust for our financial security?

a. God and Fidelity or Merrill Lynch or whoever.

b. And the U.S. Government

2. Who do we trust for our daily bread?

a. God and our jobs and grocery stores

3. Who do we trust for our safety?

a. God and homeland security and our army and our guns

=> Mother Theresa’s convent never kept any surplus food or goods.  They’d always give them away, trusting that there would be more donations when they really needed them.  If food wasn’t donated, they’d fast, trusting that it was God’s will for them to fast that day.

All this to say, nobody on Earth, even Mother Theresa, could say they are fully dependant and fully obedient to God.

b. But I will say, the closer we get, the more powerful we become.

i. I don’t know if we all get the keys to the kingdom of heaven, but we do all get the power to work miracles.

=> Last week, when Delaine, Thylis, and Melissa used their gift of hospitality, they saved life, literally.  Did it happen because they were sitting around?  Did it happen because they were checking their bank accounts and the stock market ticker?  No!  It happened because they were out serving God and being obedient to God.

Which brings me to my last point: <Slide 5>
6) Peter never worked a miracles by himself.

a. Whenever he was able to perform a miracle, he was with John or other disciples

b. Notice that Jesus tells Peter that he will be a part of the church.

-> We’re talking about the body of Christ, the church.

c. Jesus doesn’t say, “Peter you will be a great person and you will perform miracles by yourself.”  No, he says, “You will be the foundation of the church - a part of a body - one person among many people.”

=> There is one and only one head of the church - Jesus Christ.  It’s a paradox, but when we put ourselves in charge we have less power than when we are obedient to God and when we let him be the head.


Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we know who Jesus is, then and only then do we know who we are.  <slide> When we realize that Jesus is the head of the church, then we will fully understand what part of the body we are.  When we all work together as a body obeying that one head…then we will perform miracles.  When we know who the head is, when we know who we are, when we know how we all fit together, and when we are willing to obey…then the lame will walk, the blind will see, the mute will speak, the possessed will be free and we will be given the keys to the kingdom.  There is a God.  It is not me, it is not you, it is not any of us.  It is Jesus Christ.  We are members of his one body.  Believe in him, believe in his power, believe in his church, obey his direction - and together we, the one body, will raise the dead.

Affirmation of Faith


<So take out your certificates.  You’ve graduated from Body of Christ school.>
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