Can These Bones Live? <Slide 1>

Punchline: God can bring vitality back into even the most lifeless situations.  What he asks for is not our belief, but our trust.

1) Lent Sermon series - visions in the bible

2) Ezekiel prophesied in a time of exile, when the Jews were under Babylonian rule <Slide 2>
a.  Jerusalem fell

b. The temple was destroyed

3) The people were not particularly hopeful <Slide 3>
a. They didn’t know if they would survive

b. They didn’t know if they would ever return to their former glory

c. They knew that even if they did, many things would never go back to the way they had been

=> sounds kind of familiar - our congregation

d. In the Israelites had been saying, “Our hope is lost.  We are completely cut off.”

=> sound familiar?

4) So what does God do?  God lifts Ezekiel up and brings him to the valley of bones.

a. There were many bones

b. They were very dry - Ezekiel wants us to know that they were very dead.  If they were recently dead or even dead for a few days, they wouldn’t be completely dry. <Slide 4>
=> This was a place that reflected the hope of the Jews - very very dead.

5) But what happens next?  The bones live!!! <Slide 5>
a. Ezekiel prophesies to them and they get up and flesh starts forming on them.  And Ezekiel prophesies to them and a breath of life comes into them and they get up and stand before him, living, breathing, people.  

=> A place that had been out of hope, a place that it seemed life would never return to, suddenly because a place of resurrection and new life.
=> The place that seemed least likely to have hope was the place from which God brought hope.

<Slide 6>

God says, “I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.  13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”
=> There is no situation so lifeless, no disaster so catastrophic, no sin so wicked, , no church so hopeless, that God cannot bring resurrection.

No matter what the case, God’s Spirit can always bring new life.

6) But there’s one catch - God won’t do it all on His own -> God used Ezekiel to make the dry bones live.  



What did Ezekiel have to do?

a. Interestingly enough, Ezekiel did not have to believe:

i. When God asked Ezekiel if the bones could live, what did Ezekiel say?

1. Not “Of course, they can.  You’re the creator of the universe and if you say they will, they will.”

2. He didn’t even say, “No way!  Have you seen how dry they are?”

=> He said, “O Lord, you know.”

=> Ezekiel didn’t have very strong belief.  We might even say he lacked faith.

b. But what did Ezekiel have?  Trust.

i. When God said, “Prophesy to these bones.”  What did he do?

1. Did he say, “But God, there’s no hope.”?

2. Did he say, “I don’t have the gift of prophecy”?

3. Did he say, “Since, you’re God, I’ll just sit down over here and if you want to resurrect them you can and if not, well, that’s your will”?

=> No, He prophesied as he had been commanded.

=> Even though Ezekiel was not sure if the bones would ever live again, when the Lord told him to act, he acted.

7) We see this pattern across scripture as well : People who aren’t sure if they believe, but they’re willing to trust.

a. Abraham, when God said you will have a son.  He thought, “Sarah and I are too old.”  But when God told him to pack up and move, he packed up and moved.

b. Ananias, the person who removed the scales from Paul’s eyes.  God said, “This guy who has been trying to kill you will come to you and you have to help him.”  Anaias thought, “This guy is going to kill me” but he still did exactly what God told him.

c. Even Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane wasn’t sure that going to the cross was the best idea, but when the men came to arrest him, he went willingly.


Brothers and sisters in Christ, the Lord is saying to us, “Oakhurst Presbyterian Church, I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  Oakhurst, you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring your church up from its grave, O my people.  14 I will put my spirit within you, and you and your church shall live, then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”


We are dry bones, ready to spring forth with new life.  God doesn’t need our belief.  God doesn’t need our faith.  All God needs is our trust and our willingness to act.  And I promise y’all, whether we believe God can bring our church back from the dead…when we act like a generous church that knows it will always have enough - we will become a church that always has enough.  When we act like a vital church that knows God’s Spirit is full of new life - we be a church full of new life.  When we act like a church that invites people, not to save the church, but to save them, then we will save both.  When we act like a resurrected church that finds hope in the most hopeless place - we will be a church filled with hope.


This is God’s vision.  He is calling us all to action.  Brothers and sister sin Christ, do you trust him?

