Heaven is Closer Than You Think

Punchline: Heaven is not something for later it can be now.  It comes into the word through Christ and through us.

1) Sermon Series: Visions

2) Jacob sees a ladder with angels going up and down


There are many interpretations:

a. How we are to get to heaven

b. What Jacob is supposed to do

=> I think it’s about heaven on earth.

3) Normally, when we think of heaven

a. Clouds

b. Harps, wings, and halos

c. The only way to get there is to die

d. There’s no way to get back

4) But in Jacob’s dream, people were going back and forth.  Heaven wasn’t something that was far away.  In Jacob’s dream it was actually close by.

=> we see in quite a few places in the bible (Revelation and Isaiah - the new heaven and new earth descend and New Jerusalem is built) that heaven is something that can and will happen on earth.  That’s the whole point of Christ coming back.

Have you ever had an experience of heaven?  An experience of the presence of God that felt like he was right next to you?

5) So the Jews original interpretation of the vision:

a. They believed that the most important part of the vision was the “where”, the location

b. After all Jacob said, “This is the house of God and the gate of heaven.” And “how awesome is this place!”

c. I didn’t know this but they ended up building the temple on that spot after the exile from Egypt.  It’s a place called Mount Moriah (or the Moriah Mountains).

d. They believed that the best way to get close to heaven was to be in the right place.

6) But a few thousand years later, Jesus comes along in John and says, “You will see heaven open and angels going up and down on the Son of Man.”


-> As he does in so many places, Jesus takes the traditional interpretation and turns it on its head.

a. He’s saying that the important part of the vision was not the “where.”  It was the “who.”

Of course, the first “who” is Jesus Christ.  He says it here and in many places that he is the bridge between heaven and earth.  That through him and in him heaven is much closer than we think.  In Jesus Christ, God became incarnate so that gap between human and divine would shrink.  God brought a piece of heaven to earth so that gap between heaven and earth would shrink.  Heaven is much closer than we think.

And so our first task is to climb the ladder.  Especially during lent, our goal is to experience as much of heaven as we can in prayer, in study, in worship, in fellowship and in service - to draw as close to God and as close to heaven as we can - to climb the ladder of Jesus Christ through our spiritual disciplines.  <pause for explanation> I believe that when we do, we will find that the ladder gets shorter and shorter each time we go up and we will discover that heaven is much closer than we think.

But we have a second goal.  Not only do we get to climb the ladder, but we have the chance to bring the ladder everywhere we go and to set it up in places where heaven seems far away.  When people are hurt or oppressed, suffering or ill, starving or sick, depressed or addicted – when people think God is far away, we can bring our ladder and teach others climb.  We have the chance to show others how easy the climb is and how the ladder shrinks every time we scale it.  We have the chance to show the world that in Jesus Christ, heaven is much closer than we think.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, heaven is much closer than we think.  It’s not about where we are.  It’s about whose we are.  No matter where we are, no matter what we are doing, no matter is going on in our lives, we have the chance to climb the ladder of Jesus Christ and we have the chance to show others how to climb.  I believe the climb gets easier and the ladder gets shorter every time we make it.  And I truly believe that in our lives as individuals, in Oakhurst Presbyterian Church, and in this world…if we climb the ladder enough times the ladder will get so small that heaven and earth will become one.  This is my vision because this is God’s vision.

