Cruise Control

Punchline: Balaam’s mistake was that he put his relationship with God on cruise control.

“Thanks for the tip.  I’ll take it from here.”  He assumed he knew what to do instead of asking God.

1) Visions

a. We’ve talked about Isaiah’s vision of the new heaven and the new earth

b. Ezekiel and the dry bones

c. Jacob’s ladder

d. Balaam’s Donkey <slide 2>
i. This is a very strange vision, not just because there’s a talking donkey and not just because Balaam doesn’t seem surprised that his donkey can talk.

2) Balaam was a god fearing man.  Even though he wasn’t Jewish, he sought out God’s will and did whatever he was told.

a. Whenever he prophesied to people, he only said what he was told: nothing more and nothing less

b. The night before, he had asked God what to do and God said, “Go.”

c. But now, the next day Balaam gets up and God is angry because he is going

=> the text does not say why God changed his mind.  (There are theories about a second author inserting this story later on, but the fact is one night God tells Balaam to go and then the next day he is angry because Balaam went).

3) I spent a few days this week wondering why Balaam got such a bad rap.  <Slide 3>
a. He did what he was told, and yet he’s the one that looks like a fool

=> In this story, his donkey was more faithful than he was.

What went wrong?

4) Balaam’s problem is one that I think we all suffer from as well.  He did the classic:

a. Pray <click>
b. Receive Answer<click>
c. “Thanks for the tip.  I’ve got it from here.” <click>
=> once he received a word from God, he never checked back in with God to make sure there weren’t any changes of plans.  In fact, God very clearly changed plans and had some very clear signs: <Slide 4>
d. The donkey refusing to continue (it had been loyal to him his whole life and suddenly it fell on its knees)

e. The donkey speaking (this didn’t tip him off that something was wrong)

f. The angel of the Lord in the way (perhaps if Balaam had been looking he would have seen).

=> Balaam went wrong because once God told him what he do, he didn’t ask God anything anymore.  He didn’t ask which route to take.  He didn’t ask when he should leave.  He didn’t ask what means of transportation he should use.  He just assumed that he could handle it from there.

5) I hate to admit all the times this exact same situation has come around to make a donkey out of me.

a. Searching for a call - God told me to come to Texas and be the youth director here.  Then I decided I could handle the application process myself.

b. I could spend the rest of worship talking about all the times I’ve done this.


This is such a common occurrence in our lives of faith.  We ask God a question.  He gives us an answer.  Then we say, “Thanks for the tip.  I’ve got it from here” and we assume that we know how to proceed.  <Slide 5> In 1 Thessalonians, Paul writes “Pray without ceasing.”  Clearly, he doesn’t mean pray with your head bowed and hands clasped 24 hours a day, but what he means is that in every decision, no matter how small it is, we should be seeking God’s will.  Most of the time we assume we know what it is, but very rarely do we ask God what it is, so Paul is challenging the Church in Corinth and us to intentionally and deliberate ask God what his will is.


I think especially in the church, we assume we know how God operates.  We assume we know what a worship service is supposed to look like.  We assume we know how a committee meeting is supposed to be run.  We assume we know how to prepare a fellowship lunch.  Think of all the things we assumed to get here this morning.  We probably assumed that we were supposed to take a car here, we probably assumed we were supposed to wear a certain thing, we probably assumed we were supposed to sit where we are sitting…We assume a lot of things, but how often do we ask God?  Maybe God has changed his mind, but more importantly maybe we have changed our minds.  We assume we know what will fill us spiritually, but do we really know?  Maybe there is a different way to worship, which will make us closer to God?  Do we assume or do we ask?  Maybe there’s another way to teach Sunday School that will give us a better understanding of the bible.  Do we assume or do we ask?  Maybe there are new songs which we will love even more than our old favorites.  Do we assume or do we ask?


Balaam was a God fearing man.  He was obedient whenever he asked God for direction, but his problem was that he assumed he knew a lot more than he really did.  When things weren’t working out for him, he didn’t stop to pray or to ask.  He just kept on going in the path he had set.


Brothers and sisters in Christ, Paul challenges us to pray without ceasing.  What are the things in your life that you assume are working?  How long have you been assuming?  Have you stopped to ask God?   When we ask God about our assumptions, we may find some of them get challenged, and when we are willing to obey God, we will open a new door to greater joy and peace and satisfaction and spirit than we thought possible.  Not for the people who we are trying to reach out to, not to visitors that might stumble in the door, not for others…but for us.  We will find that our church fills us more than it ever has before.  All we have to do is ask.  This is my promise to all of you, because it is God’s promise to all of us.

