The City of God Has No Temple <slide 1>

Punchline: In the old Jerusalem, the temple was the place that people went to be with God, but you couldn’t get too close.  In the New Jerusalem, God is everywhere and you can get as close as you’d like.  Imagine if the church were so filled with God’s glory…

1) Visions - this is one of my favorite: the end of revelation and what will happen at the end of time.  An interesting part of this vision is the fact that John explicitly states there’s no temple.  He says there’s this and that and the other thing…but the only thing he says there isn’t, it the temple.  So I wondered, why?  Well let’s look at where the temple came from.

2) The 2 Samuel passage is kind of funny, it’s actually a pun

a. David is sitting in his newly built palace and says, “God, You have built a house for me.  <slide 2> I want to build a house for you.” meaning the temple. <slide 3>
b. At first Nathan thinks it’s a good idea, but God tells Nathan, “He doesn’t need a house.  But he will build another house for David.”  Meaning a dynasty. <slide 3>
=> God didn’t want them to build a temple.

3) But of course we know that Solomon, David’s son, did go on to build the temple and the people took the ark of the covenant and deposited it in the basement of the temple so that God would finally have a home.

4) And the temple had all kinds of regulations: <Slide 6>
a. You had to follow all kinds of rules and make all kinds of sacrifices to enter the different parts of the temple

b. Only certain people could go into the inner court

c. And only one person could enter the “Most Holy Place” on one day of the year

=> To me it’s always been interesting that they built a temple so that people could come before God, but if they got too close they’d be killed! <click>
5) John’s vision of the New Jerusalem

a. There is no temple because God is the temple

=> he’s flying in the face of thousands of years of Jewish tradition!

Why is this important?  He saying that God doesn’t need a temple to reach us, and he’s saying we don’t need a temple to reach God! <Slide 7> In the New Jerusalem we won’t have to go to a special place and perform special sacrifices and obey special regulations to see God.  There won’t be priests or people that we have to go through to be with God: there is no mediator but Christ himself.  We will be able to see God face to face and not die!

John is saying that God will not be far away, sitting somewhere watching, punishing us for doing wrong and rewarding us for doing good.  In the New Jerusalem, God is right there with us…you can shake his hand, you can give him a hug, you can wash his feet.


I think this is the most beautiful vision in the whole bible (with the possible exception of the risen Christ – you can’t really compete with that).  I’m a big fan of the gates made out of a solid pearl, it would be nice to see a street paved with gold, and it would certainly be neat to see a city that was 1500 miles wide and 1500 miles and 1500 miles high…but to me, the most beautiful vision in the city of God is the vision of Emmanuel – God with us.  We won’t have to pray because we can have a conversation with God.  We won’t have to read scripture because we will know God directly.  We won’t have to go to church (don’t everyone breath a sigh of relief) because all we will do is worship.  Think about that for a minute - in the city of God, there is no prayer and there is no scripture and there are no churches.  In the city of God, there will be no temple because the temple will be God almighty.


But brothers and sisters, I want to tell you that I have experienced the City of God here on earth already.  My experience of coming to faith was like John’s vision.  God went from being a God who was distant – didn’t care much about me or my concerns to a God who is close by – listens and loves.  The God I imagined was a God who wanted me to follow all kinds of rules, but never let me get close enough to know him.  The God I now know has taught me how to bend my heart and my will and is with me wherever I go.  The God I imagined was waiting to punish me for the smallest misbehavior but the God I have come to know is full of free grace and is literally dying to offer it.  John’s vision of the City of God, where there is no temple because God is with his people…is not something in the future, it’s the present.


And God’s vision for us today is for Oakhurst Presbyterian Church to become the City of God for this neighborhood and this world.  Imagine people coming to this church and saying, “I thought God didn’t care, but y’all have shown me how much God loves me.”  Imagine people coming to this church and saying, “I thought God was looking to punish me, but y’all have shown me what grace is.”  Imagine people coming to this church and saying, “I thought God was far away, but y’all have shown me how close God really is.”


Brothers and sisters in Christ, in the city of God, there is no temple because God Himself is the temple.  God is not vengeful.  God is not arbitrary.  God is not far away.  God is with us and God loves us.  May Oakhurst Presbyterian Church become the City of God on Earth.

