Blinded by Vision
Punchline: Jerusalem did not recognize Jesus.  Even the disciples did not recognize who Jesus really was (they thought he was a conquering king).  Are our eyes open to who Jesus really is for us?

1) During Lent we’ve been talking about visions

a. Today we’re going to talk about lack of vision

2) On palm Sunday, when Jesus enters Jerusalem, there were crowds

3) Where were they on Good Friday?

a. A few watched from afar

b. Nobody was there with him

=> Why?

Some were afraid

Some didn’t know (he had been arrested and tried in the middle of the night)

But many simply lacked vision

4) How had the crowds greeted Jesus?

a. They called him a king

b. They talked about his deeds of power

c. They spread their cloaks in front of him as if he were a VIP

5) But what happened?  Did Jesus get treated like a king?  Did Jesus perform deeds of power?  Did anyone else think Jesus was a VIP?  No.

6) The big problem for the disciples and the crowds was that they could not see past who they wanted Jesus to be.  They wanted Jesus to be a king who would defeat the Romans and end the occupation of their city.  But Jesus was not a conquering general, he was a suffering servant.

=> think about how many people missed out on two of the most important days in the history of creation – Good Friday and Easter – because they could not see past who they wanted Jesus to be.  The huge crowds who had accompanied him into the city - I’m sure they were happy on Easter when they heard the news that Jesus had been raised from the dead, but I’m sure they were also ashamed that they had not stuck with him.

This is a story about vision.  Palm Sunday is about letting God be God and not trying to make God into something he’s not.  The disciples and crowds were blind, not because they couldn’t see, but because they could see.  They thought they knew what Jesus was about, even when they had no idea.  They were blinded by their vision.  
I think we in Oakhurst Presbyterian Church and Christian’s throughout the world struggle with this idea.  We believe in God.  We love God.  We know God loves us.  We worship God.  We serve God.  We obey God.  But sometimes our vision of who God is…isn’t really who God is.  Sometimes we are blinded by our vision.  We think we know how God works.  We think we know where we can find God.  We think we know how we fit into God’s plan.  We think we know what God does and what God doesn’t do.  But are we making God who we want him to be.
The fact is, Jesus was radical.  He was not a nice, gentle, sweet man.  He was a radical.   I mean, look at what he says as he enters Jerusalem:

"If you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.  43 Indeed, the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up ramparts around you and surround you, and hem you in on every side.  44 They will crush you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not leave within you one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from God."

He also says things like

 “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom.”

“  If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea.”
There is a very sharp edge to Jesus’ message.  The gospel is not something we can do only on Sundays.  If we were really serious about following Jesus’ message, there would be no way we could fit into society.  There would be no way that we could be mistaken for non-Christians.  We may already think we know who Jesus is and what Jesus means, but perhaps we only see what we want to see.  Perhaps we are blinded by our vision.
As we enter Holy Week and we celebrate Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter, my challenge to you is to open your eyes.  These are familiar stories.  We have heard them over and over, some of us 50, 60, 70, 80 times.  We may think we have heard it all.  We may think we know everything there is to know about these stories.  We may believe we have already gotten the point….We may be blinded by our vision.

Similarly as we look at our church my challenge is to open your eyes.  Some of us have been in this church for 50, 60, 70, 80 years.  We may think we have heard it all.  We may think there is nothing to know about this church that we don’t know.  We may think that we have all the answers.  We may think that there are no answers.  I challenge you to look again.

On Palm Sunday, Jesus’ mission was not obvious.  Jesus’ ways were not obvious.  Jesus’ power was not obvious.  Today we know the outcome of that story, but as we look at our story as individuals and as a church, where is our hope?  Do we know what Jesus’ mission is?  Or do we just think we know?  Do we know Jesus’ ways?  Or do we just think we know?  Do we know Jesus’ power?  Or do we just think we know?  Are we blinded by our vision?  Or de we truly know who Jesus is?
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