The Score
Punchline:  The resurrection is how we know the true power of God over sin, evil and death.  We are offered that power ourselves to share the good news.
1) We talk about the “saving death” of Jesus Christ a lot

a. On Passover, what saved the people?  The blood of the lamb

b. And so at communion we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for the forgiveness of sin.”

c. We often say, “Jesus died for our sins.”

d. “He died so I could live.”

=> I want to propose an idea - What if Christ’s death isn’t what saves us from our sin?  What if the event that saves us from our sin…is Christ’s resurrection?  Or I guess another way to phrase the question: What would have happened if Christ had stayed in the tomb?
2) See, the problem is that at the end of the day, if Christ is still in the tomb - sin wins.
a. Christ spent his life as the one perfect thing in a broken world.

b. All or his teachings were about making the world closer to God, starting with our hearts

c. Everything he did was a fight to remain sinless in a sinful world

=> and yet, on Good Friday, finally sin overcame Christ

=> he was mocked, he was tortured, he was crucified and he was buried.  And if he had stayed in the tomb…he would have been forgotten.

Maybe it would have taken 20 years or 50 years or hundreds of years, but eventually, no one would remember the name, Jesus of Nazareth.

No matter how much he loved us, no matter how much he taught us, no matter how perfect he was, no matter how terrible his sacrifice…if he stays in the tomb, sin wins.

=> Sin tried it very best, and on Friday it looked like it had dealt the knockout punch.  It looked like sin was more powerful than God.
3) But on that Easter morning two thousand years ago, as the two Mary’s approached that tomb, they were checking the score of the game being played for all creation.  And as the angel rolled away the stone and showed them the empty tomb, the score read: God :1, Sin : 0.

4) It is only because of Christ’s resurrection that we know in the end who won.

a. Because of Christ’s resurrection, we know that though Jesus was down, he was not out.

b. Because of the resurrection, we know that God holds all the cards.

c. Because of the resurrection, we know that God is more powerful than the cross.

d. Because of the resurrection, we know that overcame the tomb.

e. Because of the resurrection, we know that God passed through the stone.

f. Because of the resurrection, we know that God escaped than the gates of hell.

g. Because of the resurrection, we know that God defeated evil.

h. Because of the resurrection, we know that God conquered Satan.

i. Because of the resurrection, we know that God’s love matters.

=> We know that God’s love is more powerful than death and life and angels and rulers and things present and things to come and other powers and height and depth and everything in all creation.

=> We know that God’s love is powerful enough to bring a new heaven and a new earth and establish a kingdom where there is no crying or mourning, no pain or death, no hurt or suffering.

=> We know that God is always with us, even to the end of the age.

=> We know that God is making all things new, our lives as individuals, our congregation, our community and the whole world.

=> We know that God will come again.  Sin might try to stop him, Satan might try to stop him, the world might try to stop him - but he has proven by his resurrection - that his love and his grace and his glory and his power are unstoppable.

On Easter morning, the score read God : 1, Sin : 0.  And that is the score today and that will be the score for all time.  God always wins, period.

So, the risen Christ challenges and commands the disciples to go out and teach people about him and to tell them who he is.  He is saying to the disciples, “If Mary had not told you that I had risen and if you had not come to this mountain and met me, you would still think that sin had won.  
There are still many, many people out there in the world who believe sin is winning or that sin has won.  Go and tell them about me.  Go and tell that who won.  Go and tell them the score.  Go and tell them that God always wins.”
But, the one thing Jesus says to the disciples before the great commission is : “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  Why does he tell them that he has all the power before sending them out?  Because he is giving them that power.

He’s saying, “Nothing will ever defeat me, nothing will ever overpower me, nothing will ever stop me and if you go into the world to make disciples, to baptize and to teach - nothing will ever stop you.  You have access to unstoppable power if you are willing to go in my name.”

Brothers and sisters in Christ, you are unstoppable.  You have God’s true power which defeats sin and conquers death and drives evil and darkness away.  You have the power of the empty tomb and the empty cross.  All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to you.  


There are many people in this neighborhood, some who might live right across the street, who believe that sin is winning.  Many believe that God is powerless.  Many believe that sin has defeated God.  Let us go into the world and preach the good news.  The score is God :1, sin :0.  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen!  In the name of the only begotten son, who defeated death, who redeemed the cross, who left the tomb empty, who is alive, who reigns in heaven, who has defeated sin now and forever more, Jesus Christ, Amen.
