Dirty and Clean
Punchline: Loving the sinner and hating the sin means going towards sin (like a doctor to the sick).  As a church, if we’re doing our job, we’re going to get our hands dirty, but by God’s power if we’re doing our job, we’re going to be making the world clean.

This sermon is in response to the fact that $350 was taken from a purse during Sunday School last week.

1) Swine flu – close the schools, museums.  Fort Worth ISD is going to be closed for a week.  Mayfest cancelled.  Stay out of public places.

a. I heard on the radio yesterday about some doctors who weren’t accepting patients from Mexico or who had been to Mexico with flu symptoms

2) I also was walking around yesterday and I saw a shirt that said, NYFD.  “When everyone else is running out, we’re running in.”

=> And I thought, what an interesting comparison.  What would God think?  If I were a doctor and I some called me to diagnose some flu like symptoms…or if I were a hospital and someone with swine flu checked in…or I were walking down the street and saw a burning building…what would God want me to do?

In the Levitical laws, there were dirty people and there were clean people.  If you were bleeding or if you had your period - dirty.  Pigs and certain animals- dirty.  Dead bodies - dirty.  Someone with leprosy - dirty.  If you were clean and you touched something dirty…you became dirty.  If you touched someone with leprosy there was a chance that you would contract it, so you became dirty. And if you were dirty, you’d get kicked out of the community for a few days and then you’d have to do certain rituals to make you clean.

It is tempting to run a church like this and many churches do: murderers?  Out.  Rapists?  Out.  Homosexuals?  Out.  Divorcees?  Out.  Mentally challenged?  Out.  Speak a different language?  Out.  Been to jail?  Out.  AIDS?  Out.  Don’t believe like me?  Out.  Don’t behave like me?  Out.  Don’t like the same songs I like?  Out. <Slide 2>
“If we keep all the dirty things out, then the church will be clean.”

But in this story with the hemorrhaging  woman, Jesus demonstrates a completely different logic at work.  Not only does he, a clean person, touch her, a dirty person, and he does not become dirty…she become clean!  In Leviticus, dirty + clean = dirty.  In the new covenant, dirty + clean = clean. <Slide 3>
3) Believe it or not, this is the situation our church is in.

a. Jesus said, “Those who are well have no need of a doctor, but the sick.”

b. Riverside Baptist had a sign out front the other day that read, “The church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints.”

c. I’ve also seen a sign that said, “If you find a perfect church, don’t go in because as soon as you enter, it’s not perfect.”

=> Jesus said he came to seek and save the lost.  How many parables are there about finding things that are lost: “Lost coin, lost son, lost sheep.” <Slide 4>
If Jesus calls our church to seek out the lost, the sick, the broken, the addicted, the oppressed…the sinners…we will have situations like last week and the stolen money…where we get burned.  We will be taken advantage of, we will be stolen from, we will have rocks thrown through our windows, we will get our picnic tables graffiti’d, we will have copper stolen from our AC units…we may even get crucified.  I’m not saying that it’s not tragic…it is a tragedy and it is sinful and it is a violation of the church and what it stands for, and I’m not saying we should lie down like doormats and just let people walk all over us, but I am saying that if we are following Christ, we will get our hands dirty.

So as our church heads towards the dirty, the outcast, the broken, the sinner - we do not have to fear becoming dirty.  We do not have to fear bad influences.  We do not have to hesitate before rushing into the burning building.  We are the doctor.  We are the fireman.  We are the heroes.  The flames will not overcome us.  The disease will not over come us.  The greed and anger and addictions, will not overcome us.  The sin will not overcome us.  We are the people of God and in Christ, dirty + clean = clean.

And those firemen the day after 9/11 or doctors being called into the swine flu hospital…it’s not easy.  It’s scary and I bet there’s a bit of hesitation before rushing in.  We, Oakhurst Presbyterian Church, remembering the stolen $350, might hesitate to open our hearts up to those in need.  We might balk at building relationships with people who are new to the church. We might waver when we are called to understand people from different cultures and classes and languages.  We might forget that we are called to hate the sin, but love the sinner as a child of God.  We might forget that we too are broken people in need of grace.  But we must hate the sin and love the sinner.  And we must accept that faithful ministry may get us crucified and we must do it anyway.

<Homework? - very bold (Lancaster St.)>

In the Levitical law, dirty + clean = dirty, but we live under a new covenant.  It is because we want our church to be clean, that we must seek and welcome the dirty.  It is because we want our church to be joyful, that we must seek and welcome the depressed.  It is because we want our church to be unified, that we must find those who disagree with us.  It is because we want our church to be rich, that we must invite the poor.  It is because we want our church to be faithful, that we must connect with those who doubt.  It is because we want our church to be righteous, that we must pursue the sinners.  It is because we want our church to be godly, that we must seek and welcome the ungodly.  It is because we want our church to be secure, that we must welcome those who would steal from us.  Dirty + clean = clean.  The son of man came to seek and save the lost.  The doctor does not come for the well, but for the sick.

