Where Are You? <Slide 1>

Punchline: Our response to sin is often to be ashamed and hide in the dark.  God promises that the act of bringing our sin to light will cleanse it.

1) At the end of Genesis 2 before they ate the fruit, they were naked and they were what?  Not ashamed.

2) Adam and Eve take the fruit and then: <slide 2>
a. Hide their bodies

b. Hide themselves from God

=> at first, it’s kind of funny because wouldn’t God know?

3) But how often do we try to hide from God

a. Do you know anyone who feels ashamed and so they don’t go to church?

b. Or maybe you’ve had a time in your life where you felt so ashamed and when you went to church, 

c. Or maybe you go to a bible study or Sunday school and you look around at the other people and think, “These good Christians could never understand what I have done…or what has been done to me.”  (Shame can be either)

d. Maybe someone here today was just barely able to roll out of bed and make it here, feeling unworthy, inadequate, dirty…feeling undeserving of being in God’s presence or in the church.  “I don’t want to bother anybody in the church with my problems.”  Or “I don’t want to bother God with my problems.”

=> Our natural tendency when we feel shame and guilt is to hide.  “Maybe if I don’t talk about it and don’t think about it…it will go away.”  But it’s about as effective as Adam and Eve putting on fig leaves and hiding in the bush.

4) Because what is the first thing that God says when he came through? <slide 3>
=> “Where are you?”

a. Did God know where Adam and Eve were?  Of course.

b. Did God know what they had done?  Of course.

=> So why did he ask?

-> he wanted Adam to admit for himself exactly what happened.  He didn’t want to catch Adam…he wanted Adam to confess.

As a soon-to-be-parent, I hear Adam’s next words and my heart breaks.  Adam says, “I heard you coming, I was afraid, so I hid.”  <click> What a painful thing for a parent to hear!  “My creation is afraid of me.”

I can just imagine a child breaking a lamp (or maybe because some other kids made fun of him) and running and hiding in a closet, covering his eyes.  The kid knows it won’t make the problem go away, the parent knows it won’t make the problem go away…and yet the fear of consequence and the shame of just being human…leads that kid into that closet.

But notice that God does not get angry or start naming punishments (not for a little while anyway).  He doesn’t come and say, “I see you back there, so get your behind out here.  I know what happened with the serpent and the fruit and the fig leaves and you are in big trouble!”  No, God asks questions: “Where are you?”  “Who told you?”  “Have you done this?”  “What happened?”  God already knows the facts, but he also knows that the most important thing right now is for Adam and Eve to step out of the shadows and into the light and to confess.

Tom and Thylis and I were talking the other day about politicians having affairs and how it seems like they only talk about what happened when they get caught.  It doesn’t take a very big person to talk about something shameful once you get caught, especially if it’s clear that you tried to lie your way out and hide from responsibility.  However, it is a huge sign of character to be able to confess something shameful, take responsibility, and step out into the light without having first been caught.  And I think it’s an even bigger sign of character to bring to light and admit the times when something that someone else has done has brought shame to us.

I am sure that many of us sitting in the pew today and many people out in the world are hiding parts of ourselves from God.  Maybe we’re covering up with fig leaves, maybe we’re ducking behind the bushes, maybe we’re hiding in the shadows … we feel shame and guilt for things we have done and things that have been done to us.  We feel inadequate, unworthy, alone, and afraid.  We are like the little kid hiding in the closet – we know it won’t change the situation, we know we’ll have to take responsibility, but our natural instinct is to hide.

<Slide 4> Brothers and sisters in Christ, God is calling.  Just as he asked Adam, he is asking you today, “Where are you?”  Not because he doesn’t know, but because he wants to give you a chance to confess.  He doesn’t want to catch us in the dark, cowering and afraid of him.  He wants us to step into the light and confess:  Confess to him, to those we have hurt and to those who have hurt us.  And he wants us to take responsibility.  God promises us that when we confess…he will forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  He will listen, he will show compassion, he will love.  (Now, I’m not saying he will remove the consequences of our actions).  But not only that – our confession will change us.  We will be empowered to avoid our previous mistakes.  We will be given the chance to pick ourselves up and try again.  We will be born again.  We will be new creations.  Our act of confession, of admitting our shame and guilt, of taking responsibility for our actions, of admitting times when we have been hurt by others…our confession will free us from the past and will free us for the future.

John wrote, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  Are you hiding something from your brothers and sisters in Christ or from your God?  Because God is coming, he is looking and he is asking, “Where are you?”

