The Power of Love <slide 1>

Punchline:  How can we find power in a chaotic world?  If we walk as Jesus walked.  If we love in the same way that God loves.  If our lives look like Jesus’ life.  We will find the power that Jesus found.

1) Nesting in pregnancy:

a) Obsessively cleaning and building and preparing for the new arrival.

2) As people, when we feel powerlessness, our natural reaction is to try to control the few things that we can.

a) Medical situations in our congregation

b) Job and housing and financial situations

c) Renters sharing our space

d) Even things like the weather make us feel powerless and out of control

e) Maybe we even feel powerless when we look at the future of our congregation

· And so we find tiny things that we can control so that we don’t feel powerless anymore.  Maybe I can’t control how being a dad is going to go, but at least I’ll control how this nursery is going to look.  Maybe we can’t control how the operation will turn out, but at least we’ll control what kind of hospital food we get.  Maybe we can’t control our income, but at least we’ll control how our kids are spending their money.  Maybe we can’t control the politics at the office but at least we’ll control them at the church.

Powerlessness is an uncomfortable feeling.  We love to be in control – of our lives, of our jobs, of our church, or our world.

3) In our reading this morning, John says, “Whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of God has reached perfection.” <slide 2>
a) Calvin would not be happy!  Perfection?  In a human being?  In a sinful fallen creature?  Can we achieve perfection?  Is there anything perfect in us?

4) One of the many difficult doctrines of our faith: “How can Jesus be fully human and fully divine?” <slide 3>
a) A theory: In his perfect obedience, God’s will and God’s love were fulfilled perfectly in him.  He was perfect and perfection is divine.

· Through his obedience he gained perfect freedom.  Through his surrender he gained perfect victory.  Through his weakness, he gained perfect power.  Perhaps his perfect humanity was his divinity.

b) And perhaps, as John said, “If we obey his word: if we truly love God and love our neighbor – God’s love will be perfected in us.”   Perhaps if we are able to obey God as Jesus obeyed, we will receive the same freedom, the same victory, the same power that Jesus received.  If we walk as Jesus walked, perhaps we will get where Jesus got.

5) Christ’s power did not come out of micromanaging the things that he could.  Christ’s power came from complete and total surrender of things big and small and complete and total obedience in his actions, in his thoughts, in his words, in his love.  It was through his obedience that God’s love was made perfect in him and it was through God’s perfect love that Christ found true power.  Christ loved God with all his heart and soul and mind and strength and Christ loved his neighbor as himself.  He loved in an impossible way and so he was given power to do impossible miracles.

6) Why do I say he loved in an impossible way?  Because loving the way Christ loved, loving the way God loves is really a lot more complicated than it sounds: <slide 4>
a) First of all, most people don’t know what they really want

i) Loving someone isn’t always giving them what they want <click>
(1) Maybe the best way to love someone is to tell them we won’t put up with their sinning anymore…

(2) Maybe the best way for a parent to love a child who is headed down the wrong path is to kick them out of the house

(3) Maybe the best way to love someone in the church is to tell them that they aren’t living up to the expectations of God or the congregation and they better shape up

b) Second of all, we all have our own baggage<click>
i) It’s hard to love people that remind us of a deep hurt or wound

(1) Maybe we were physically, emotionally, or sexually abused and we can’t look at a child molester or a wife beater without remembering

(2) Maybe we had an alcoholic for a father and we can’t look at someone who drinks a little too much without judging

(3) Maybe someone at work cheated their way into the big promotion we were hoping to get and so not we distrust all authority

c) Third of all, love takes times – you can’t love someone you don’t know and getting to know someone takes time<click>
i) It’s so much easier to just give someone a couple bucks and send them on their way than it is to take them out to coffee and hear their story

ii) It’s so much easier to cuss out someone who cuts you off in traffic than it is to imagine what kind of day they might be having and what kind of circumstances led to their rushing

iii) It’s so much easier to condemn thieves and murderers, child molesters and terrorists than it is to find out what may have happened in their lives to make them who they are

· Love is hard.  And yet time after time, we see Jesus find ways to love people who didn’t love him back or who society thought were unlovable.

But John warns us: hatred or anything less than love leaves us in the darkness.    <Slide 5>  “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” – MLK.  In our lives, anything short of unconditional love for any person is a threat to our love of every person and our love of God.  If we cannot love everyone than we truly cannot love anyone.  John says that even the smallest amount of hatred, annoyance, frustration or ill will towards anyone blinds us and leaves us in the darkness.  Every time we get to office and say, “Man, I hope Bob doesn’t come talk to me.  He’s so annoying!” we rob ourselves.  Every time we see a news report about a murderer and think, “Boy I hope that guy burns in hell” We blind ourselves.  Every time we look around this very sanctuary and say, “This church would be so much better off if _____ would just leave” we give away our freedom and our power.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, the power is in us.  <Slide 7>  We have been blessed with the gift of the Holy Spirit and God’s love can be made perfect in us.  We have the power of resurrection, the power of the empty cross and the empty tomb, the power that made the lame walk and the blind see…we have the power of God’s perfect love.

It is not easy, but Christ’s way is the only way to true power and true freedom.  Micromanaging or manipulating will only rob us of what little freedom and power we have.  God’s love can be made perfect in us and God’s power can be made perfect in us.  All we have to do is walk as Jesus walked. 

