Speak Up! <slide 1>
Punchline: Our world seems full of chaos.  Do we just try to get by and not make too much of a stink?  Or do we speak up?
1) In English, there’s a phrase…the squeaky wheel gets _________? <slide 2>
a. What does that phrase mean?

2) In Japanese there’s a phrase…”the nail the sticks up gets ________?” <Slide 3>
a. The nail that sticks up gets hit!

=> these two phrases show the difference in the two cultures

3) John was wrestling with a very similar question with the “antichrists”

All we know is: <slide 4>
a. John says they went out from John’s church
b. And that they denied Jesus was the Christ

c. And he calls them “liars”
-> it’s kind of a mystery, but I’d like to propose a theory.

=> The way I figure it, John’s church got into an argument: “If the Roman or Jewish or whoever authorities come to persecute Christians, are we allowed to say we aren’t Christians so we don’t get executed?”

-> John’s group said, “You have to say you believe in Christ.”

-> the other group, the anti-Christs said, “If it’s a matter of life and death, you can say that you don’t believe in Christ, even if you really do.  You know what you believe and God knows what you believe, so why make a big deal out of it?
=> So they probably get into a huge fight and the other group leaves John’s group, so John’s group says that they are liars and that they deny Christ and starts calling them anti-christs.  He said, “If you’re not willing to speak up for Christ, then you’re not really a Christian.”
4) Sadly, in our world it is also tough to speak up for Christ:  Our world has always been hostile to Jesus’ message.  Values like sex, money, power, and fame <Slide 5> seem to take the place of virtue, humility, faith, and hard work while justice takes a backseat to profit and the greater good takes a back seat to the individual. Generosity and charity are replaced with selfishness and greed.
5) There are a lot of principles that Jesus taught which seem off the deep end.
a. Jesus taught, “Blessed are the poor.  Woe to the rich.”  Try preaching that on Wall Street.
b. Jesus said, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.”  Not going to go over too well in a family church.
c. And all these other passages we read this morning:
i. Whoever looks at a woman in lust has already committed adultery

ii. Whoever divorces his wife (except on the grounds of unfaithfulness) commits adultery

iii. If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the left also.

iv. If anyone sues you for your coat, give them your cloak as well.

v. Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

Even in a place where most people say they are Christian, many people out there - like the group that left John’s church - would say it’s better to just keep your head down and not make a big deal out of these passages or would try to explain them away or take the edge off of them.  “You know that you believe in God, God knows that you believe in Him, so why make a big deal out of some of these things?  After all, the nail that sticks up is the one that gets hit.” <Slide 6>
Brothers and sisters, truly I tell you, it is not easy speaking up for Christ.
d. We very well may have to teach and preach message which are unpopular and which make us look a little bit crazy or idealistic.  We very well may have to accept that we will hurt people’s feelings.  We very well say things that offend our friends and family.  We may have to take a deep look at our own hypocrisy.  We may have to accept that speaking the truth could get us crucified..
6) But, John writes cautioning other churches:
a. “I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and you know that no lie comes from the truth.”  And he says, <slide 7> “Everyone who confesses the son has the father also, and if what you have heard lives in you then you will live in the son and the father and you will have eternal life.”  It is through our confession our faith in the son that we find eternal life.
Speaking up is not always easy, but it is worth the cost.  As the world seems to go crazy and the principles that Jesus taught - humility, service, gratitude, patience – seem to be harder and harder to find…we are called to speak up!  Even when it’s hard, even when it will cost us, even when it’s risky…we are called to speak up!
When we see two strangers fighting on the street, will we be scared or will we speak up?
When we realize our sons and daughters have discovered pornography on the internet, will we be too embarrassed or will we speak up?

When our government passes legislation filled with kickbacks and special interests, will we pretend there’s nothing we can do or will we speak up?

When we see the homeless in Fort Worth being left out in the heat or the cold or the rain, will we ignore it or will we speak up?

When someone else in this congregation does something we disagree with, will we go and talk about it after church with our friends or will we speak up?

Brothers and sisters, John writes to us, not because we don’t know the truth, but because we know it.  Through our speaking of the truth, we gain eternal life <slide 8> – not just after we die, but right here and right now in this world.  It is by speaking up for what we believe in that we truly learn it ourselves.  It is not by keeping our heads down but by holding them high and by sticking our necks out that we find peace and security.  It is only when we fully trust God for security – not society, not friends, not status, not fame, not wealth - but only God, that we find eternal life.  And it is by speaking up that we not only change our relationships with God, but that we change the world.
John writes, “I preach to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and you know that no lie comes from the truth.  Everyone who confesses the son has the father also, and if what you have heard lives in you then you will live in the son and the father and you will have eternal life.”  Will you keep your head down?  Or will you hold it high, stick your neck out, and speak up?
