Left Behind <slide 1>

Punchline: God is over all things and all people in life and in death.

1) Every now and then, Lindsay and I will stay up late and talk about strange things in the world – like how babies are formed or where we will be in 50 years – and a while ago we ended up talking about what will happen when we die.  And not that we have any control over it, but I always say that I want her to go first and she always says that she wants me to go first!  Not because we’re selfish, but because we can’t imagine how the other person will get by alone.  I really don’t want Lindsay to have to go through the grief and adjustment and loneliness of losing me.  I’m not particularly scared of death and I know she’s not particularly scared by it, but what scares us, especially with the new baby coming along, is what we leave behind when we die.

2) This is actually a very common conversation I have as I visit members of our church. <slide 2>
a. We, as a church, have a strong faith in God and we believe and trust in his promise of eternal life. <click>
b. We  believe in an empty tomb and a risen Lord.

But in these conversations – with those at all stages of life and at all stages of health – I hear the same thing many times: “I’m not afraid of dying.  But I am afraid of what will happen when I’m gone.” <click> 


Maybe today you’re not worried about dying and leaving people behind.  But maybe you came in here today worrying about someone else in your life.  Maybe it’s someone at work that just got laid off.  Maybe it is a friend or relative who is undergoing a medical procedure.  Maybe it is this church or your family or someone else.   Worrying about others is natural and normal, so I want to recall God’s reassurance.

3) Paul wrestled with this very same issue in Philippians in our reading this morning.  He had been close to death on many occasions:

a. He had been shipwrecked

b. He had been persecuted

c. He had internal struggles – maybe a sickness of addiction (he called it the thorn in his side)

d. He is imprisoned awaiting trial

=> And so as he writes the Philippians, he contemplates his own death.

He writes: “Living is Christ – in other words we can experience and magnify Christ through our lives – and dying is gain – we are released from our worldly troubles and can be with Christ and perhaps magnify Christ through our death.” <click>
=> Like the people of our congregation, Paul clearly had no fears about dying itself.  He was ready when it was his time and he was even willing to stand trial and be executed for his faith.

However, Paul also wrestled as many of us wrestle:


He wrote: “I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.”  <click>  He said, “To remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.”  Just like us, he does not want to stick around for his own sake.  He is worried about the people that he will leave behind.


This is a hard struggle.  It happens to so many people throughout scripture and so many times we see people worrying about what will happen when they are gone:  Joseph, Moses, Joshua…so many of the prophets…

4) And there is one thing that all these people had in common in their last words.  In the bible, many people just sort of disappear or it just says “he died” but Paul in Philippians and many people who get last words say two basic things:

“You are blessed, go be a blessing.”

Paul in this text says, “You have been graciously granted the privilege of believing in Christ…live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel.” <slide>
Joshua’s last words, “God has brought you into the promised land.  Choose today whether you will serve him.”

Throughout scripture, dying people say two basic things to their descendants: “You are blessed.  Go be a blessing.” <Click>

All these heroes were not afraid to leave behind friends, family, spouses, sons, parents – even the sick and lame.  Because they knew that the people they left behind were in God’s care.  Those people were not their people…they were God’s people.

And the good news is that we have the same assurance.  No matter who we might leave behind when we die – those who depend on us, those who spend time with us, those who will miss us – they are not really ours and they do not really need us.  In the end, all they need is God.  God will supply their need, even when we are gone.  For God created them, God grew them, God loves them, and God will care for them.


As I look at the upcoming birth of my first child I get very nervous…am I going to be a good dad?  Will I teach my kid to stay out of trouble?  Will I raise my child to behave and to contribute to society?  I can keep myself up at night worrying.  But then I remind myself that it is not my child.  It is God’s child.  My child will be blessed and my child will be a blessing.


I look out at this congregation and I can keep myself up at night worrying…Am I being a faithful pastor?  Will I lead this congregation into a new phase of growth?  Will I be able to show God’s love and wisdom to these people?  But then I remind myself that it is not my congregation.  It is God’s.  It is blessed and it is a blessing.


When you think about a person in your life that is struggling.  Maybe a member of your family is dying or overseas in Iraq or Afghanistan.  Maybe your child is traveling or has a job that takes them far away.  Maybe your spouse has a new medical condition and you worry about how they are taking care of themselves.  I will not tell you not to worry…worrying is natural and normal.  Jesus worried.  But I will remind you – the people we worry about are not ours…they are God’s.  They are blessed by God’s presence and care, and they will be a blessing.  <slide> I challenge you to go to these people this week and tell them that no matter what happens to you and no matter what happens to them, all they need, they will find in God.”  Tell them “They are blessed by the presence of God and they will be a blessing.”  Tell them that no matter who they are, no matter where they are, no matter what they have done, no matter has been done or might be done to them – they belong to God.  Tell them that before they died all the heroes of the bible told the people they worried about: “God is with you and you are blessed.  Go be a blessing.”

