The Walls Are Closing In
Punchline: The reality of the church is hard.  Things seem to go from bad to worse.  The out that God has given us is change, which while very painful at first will bring joy and freedom.  (to be continued)
(2 parts – this week is conviction, next week is redemption)
“Where do you hope this church will be in 10 years?”
1) What was it like for Pharaoh (Q&A)

2) Let’s take a look at Pharaoh in Exodus:
a. Does anyone remember how long the Jews were in slavery in Egypt?

i. 430 years

ii. His country, his society, probably his reign was built on the backs of slaves.  Setting the slaves free would mean drastic change – the quality of life would decrease, the palace would be understaffed, there would be no bricks for the buildings….This was not an easy thing for Pharaoh to do.
b. Fortunately for the Israelites, God through the plagues kept pressuring Pharaoh.  Time after time Moses asks for freedom for his people and threatening Pharaoh.
i. Let my people go or the water will turn to blood

ii. Let my people go or frogs will fall from the sky

iii. Let my people go or gnats will cover the land

iv. Flies, disease, boils, thunder and ice, locusts, darkness….
c. And time after time, Pharaoh said no.  Actually quite a few times, Pharaoh said, “Okay, go.”  But as soon as the plague was lifted, he changed his mind.
Here’s the problem for Pharaoh, he was so afraid to give up the slaves, so scared of changing how he was living – he could not see that the walls were closing in around him.  He could not see that he didn’t have a choice.  He was blind to the fact that no matter how desperately he wanted to keep the slaves, eventually God would make the cost too great.  Eventually God would make a plague so terrifying that he would have no choice but to give them up.
3) It’s easy to look back at Pharaoh today with 20/20 hindsight and see so clearly that the walls were closing in around him and that he had no choice.  It’s easy to laugh at him every time he says, “Okay you can go.” And then as soon as the plague is lifted he said, “On second thought, you have to stay” as if another plague weren’t right around the corner.  It’s easy for us to see that he should have let the Israelites go, even before the first plague – after all, defying God is usually not a very good decision.  If pharaoh had just seen the walls closing in around him earlier in the story, he would have saved a lot of people a lot of trouble!
=====
But how often do we do miss it when the walls are closing in on us?  How often do we not see the great cost of staying the same.
-How often are we on a diet and we know we shouldn’t eat something, but we do it anyway.  And then the next day we get on the scale and we think – why did I do that?  Can we see the consequences of our unhealthy diet?  Can we see the walls closing in?

-Or maybe we have a pain somewhere in our body but we don’t want to go to the doctor and we hope it will just go away.  Can we see the consequences of our denial?  Can we see the walls closing in?
-How often do we go to the mall or Best Buy and say, “I’m ONLY going to buy this one thing” and then we come out with armfuls of stuff. Or pay off the credit card only to ring up a whole bunch of charges next time we’re at the mall?
-How often do we go to the casino thinking, “I’m only going to gamble this much” only to realize a few hours later that we have gambled away money that we need for the bills?  
-Or maybe we keep going back to the boyfriend who hits us thinking that we can change him or that this time will be different.
-Or maybe we let someone take advantage of us and each time they promise it will be the last time.

-How often do we log onto the internet thinking, “I’m just going to check the sports scores” only to find ourselves looking at pornography?
-How often do we tell our children, “This is the last time I’m going to tell you!”  Only to tell them again.

Can we see the consequences of our actions?  Can we see the walls closing in?  Can we see the cost of keeping things the same?
We look at Pharaoh and say, “How could he not see what he was doing to himself!?!  Why didn’t he realize that the walls were closing in?”  And yet here we are with the walls closing in around us, afraid or unaware of the change that God is calling us to.  Even as our plagues get worse and the consequences escalate …we refuse to see our own destruction.
All it took for Pharaoh…was a choice.  All it took was to see the walls closing in around him – seeing the cost of keeping things the same and becoming willing to make the change the God was demanding.  When Pharaoh softened his heart and bit the bullet, the plagues just stopped.  It wasn’t easy: the whole Egyptian society needed to be restructured, but the plagues ended.  It was just a matter of Pharaoh seeing the walls closing in, seeing the cost of staying the same and saying, “Enough is enough.  I can’t take any more of staying the same.  I will make a change.”
Members and friends of Oakhurst Presbyterian, the walls are also closing in on us as individuals, but also on our church.  As we age and our congregation gets smaller, as we become more tired and less willing or less able, as we fight to keep our church alive – the plagues around us intensify and the consequences escalate.  It will become harder and harder to stay the way we have been.  God is calling us to make a change and the sooner the better.  
We cannot dig our heels in and ignore the cost of staying the same.  We cannot do things the way we’ve always done them and expect to have a different result.  We cannot sit idly as things get worse and hope to outlast them.  We must make a choice and we must make a change and over the next few weeks we’ll talk about what that change might look like.

Brothers and sisters, it’s easy to look back at Pharaoh and ask, “Why didn’t he see what was happening?  Why didn’t he see that God would not let him off the hook without making a change?  Why didn’t he see that the walls were closing in around him?  Why didn’t he let the Israelites go before the first plague hit?”  But today God is asking you, “Do you see the walls that are closing in around you?  Do you see the walls that are closing in around our church?  Do you see the walls that are closing in around the world?  And are you willing to make a choice and make a change?”
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