Through the Door to our Future
Punchline: Moving into the future is not easy.  It requires risk and cost.

1) Last week we talked about the walls closing in and making a choice

a. We said that Pharaoh was foolish because God was clearly not going to stop sending plagues until he did what God wanted him to do.

b. We talked about all the patterns that we might be stuck in, unable to change, while all the while the cost of staying the same increases.

2) Today we’re going to talk about the other side of the story, the Israelites.

They also had a choice to make and it was also a really tough choice

a. How long were they in slavery? 430 years.

b. Imagine you’re an Israelite and suddenly one night the word travels through the grapevine (like the phone chain) – pack up all that you can carry, we’re out of here…and suddenly an Egyptian guard comes to the door and says, “Go.”  And you get your things in a pack and you stand before the door to your future and your people’s future and you stop.  This is a tough choice!  Your family, for 20 generations, has been slaves.  All your stuff is here.  You have no idea what’s out in the desert!  What will you do once you reach the red sea?  Swim??  How will you eat?  How will you drink?  How will you stay cool in the day and warm at night?  Who the heck is this Moses guy?!?!

=> It’s a tough choice!  Standing in the doorway looking out into your future.  As a slave you know who you are.  As a slave you know how to act.  As a slave you know what to do and what to say.  You know where you sleep and what you eat and how you live.  Even though it’s a miserable existence, at least it’s a familiar existence.  Who knows what awaits out there in the wilderness and beyond the sea?  Even though the cost of staying the same is very high, the cost of going through the door into the future…is also high.  Don’t let anyone tell you that change is easy.  It is a costly and risky thing to do.  It is a hard choice to make.

3) At the end of the service last week, when we talked about the cost of staying the same and about the change that God might be calling us to.  But I had quite a few people tell me, “I’m ready for whatever change God might ask.”

I would challenge you to think very carefully about this.  Are we really ready?  Watching our church dwindle in numbers and resources and energy and spirit might be tough, but following God through the wilderness is certainly not going to be easy.

=> Jesus warned the people in our reading this morning – “Count the cost before you decide.”  Do we know the cost of the changes that we have to make?

4) Like the Israelites leaving Egypt, our church will have to pay some costs and take some risks as we move beyond our past.  As they stepped out the door to embrace God’s future for them, they left behind so many things.

=> Maybe there are some doors that we must walk through and some things that we must leave behind to find our new freedom and our new life.

a. Maybe God is calling us to walk through the door to our future and leave behind our building.  I don’t know.

b. Maybe God is calling us to walk through the door to our future and leave behind the idea of owning a building at all.  I don’t know.

c. Maybe God is calling us to walk through the door and leave behind the time or way we worship – maybe even leave the organ or the paper bulletin behind.

d. Maybe we’ll have to leave behind our ideas about race and class and language and about our ability to reach this neighborhood

e. Maybe we’ll have to leave behind our committee structure, staff structure, or our budget

f. Maybe we’ll have to leave behind this particular location

g. Maybe we’ll have to leave behind our attitudes and mentalities and understandings – the things we “already know.”

h. Maybe we’ll have to leave behind some free time and some, “I’ve done that for years, it’s your turn” or some “I’m too old or too young or too busy or too tired”

i. We may even have to leave behind some people…It happened in the desert to the Israelites and it happens to growing church all the time.

j. In the end, the Israelites had to leave behind their leader…Moses.  Maybe you will outgrow me or others leaders you love and you will have to leave us behind.

k. …And as we step out that door, maybe we’ll have to leave behind our old selves.  The Israelites knew how to be slaves and as soon as they stepped through that door, who were they?  They weren’t slaves, but for 430 years that’s all they had ever known.  They had to find a new identity for themselves.  Maybe we will have to find a new identity for Oakhurst Presbyterian Church.

=> If we are to embrace God’s plan for us if we are to step out that door into our future, we will have to leave our comfort zone and leave our past behind.  (However, notice the things that they didn’t have to leave behind – their faith, their values, their memories, their friendships…all the really important things.)

<move towards back>

As individuals and as a church, we can stay where we are with the familiar, comfortable with the way things are.  We may know our surroundings.  We may feel like we know who we are and we may feel like we know what we’re about.  But the familiar will never bring true freedom.  Even though the cost of change is great, the cost of staying the same is greater.  The only way to find freedom is to step out the door and move forward – not to forsake the past, but to move beyond it.

Brothers and sisters, as you exit this door today and walk into your future, what is God calling you to leave behind?  As you go out into the world in the name of Jesus Christ, what journey are you beginning?  What comfort zone is God calling you out of?  What does God want you to move beyond and what does God want you to move into?  What is God’s future for us and what will we have to leave behind to reach it?  As an individual and as a church what door does God want you to step through?  

Oakhurst Presbyterian Church: Count the cost – are we willing to pay the price?  Oakhurst Presbyterian Church: Count the cost – are we ready to take the risks?  Oakhurst Presbyterian Church: Count the cost – are we willing to leave the past behind?

Oakhurst Presbyterian Church, do we believe and do we trust God when he says that whatever is on the other side of this door is more peaceful and more joyful and more glorious and more beautiful and more free than what we leave behind?  Do we believe God when he says that our future will be better than our past?  Are we willing to take him up on his promises and pay the price of change?  Oakhurst Presbyterian Church, are we willing to go through this door?
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