Priceless <Slide 1>

Punchline: We are adoptees of God.  Before the world began, God decided to create us, love us, and claim us.

1) Caleb turned 1 month old this week: We’ve learned a bit more about unconditional love.  (Not perfect, but unconditional.)

a) It is hard – “love, but not like”

b) It is natural – it doesn’t make sense to do anything else

c) It has nothing to do with him: Newborns are about as selfish as you can get, but we still love him

d) It makes us vulnerable – He can break our hearts

2) We struggle with unconditional love, both the giving and receiving

a) Giving: <click>
i) People that hurt us – We are expected to give revenge or grudge instead<click>
ii) Anyone we don’t know personally – We are expected to give apathy instead:  “Well, that stinks, but…” –<click>
iii) People the disagree with us – We are expected to give judgment or pity<click>
b) Receive: <click>
i) We compare ourselves to what we see on the outside of others (their front) <click>
ii) If we mess up, we feel like we have to earn it back<click>
iii) If something is free, it must be worthless, not priceless<click>
=> So much or our world is based on transaction – you scratch my back, I’ll scratch your back – that we have no idea how to give or accept things of value unconditionally.

3) People throughout the history of the church have struggled with the idea of God’s unconditional love

a) You can see people trying to earn and buy God’s grace – people trying to put limits on unconditional love

i) If you believe a certain way, you will be saved

ii) If you go to a certain church, you will be saved

iii) If you are baptized a certain way, you will be saved

· A statement that starts with an “if” is a condition.  We are so unfamiliar with things of value being free, that we feel like we have to put conditions on them so that we can earn them.

b) But we see in the Jeremiah reading today: <Slide 3>
i) Before Jeremiah was even conceived in his mother’s womb, God had already chosen him and set him aside to be special.  It wasn’t something Jeremiah earned or because of anything he did.  It was unconditional.

ii) And in Ephesians, Paul tells us that we are adopted by God and brought into his family.  Long ago before the world even began, God loved us and chose us.  Are adopted children loved because of how good they are or something they do?  No.  They are loved unconditionally.

<Slide 5>

=> This is why we baptize infants in the Presbyterian Church.  Because we believe that people, like Matthew, even before they can say a word, even before they know who God is or who they are – are adopted and loved and saved by God.  Not because of anything they do or because of who they are, but because God loves them.

This is also why we do not rebaptize anyone, regardless of the circumstance of their first baptism.  Baptism is about God choosing us, more than it is about us choosing God.  Even though we might fall away from the church, even though we might commit terrible acts, even though we might hate ourselves or God – that whole time, through our baptism we proclaim that God has chosen us and God is with us.  And so when we come back around to the church, we do not ask God to reenter our lives by being baptized again.  No we proclaim that even through the trials and the doubts and the wandering the desert, God was always with us.  Baptism is first and foremost about what God has done and is doing – not about what Matthew or Valerie or any of us are doing.  This baptism is about God offering his unconditional love to Matthew before Matthew even knows who he is.

And in my limited experience of life so far, the only thing more satisfying than receiving unconditional love is offering unconditional love.  Relationships of unconditional love are what make life worth living.  They fill us with joy and hope, with frustration and anxiety, with love and peace, with fear and anger.  Val, today you are committing yourself on behalf of Matthew to the unconditional love of God in Jesus Christ.  You are committing to receive that unconditional love and to teach Matthew that unconditional love – to know that you and he are worthy of God’s son – not because of what y’all do, not because of how good y’all are or are not, not even because of who y’all are made to be, but just because you are.  Val, you are.  Matthew, you are.  And therefore God loves you.  

You are also committing to teach Matthew to share love with the world unconditionally and to serve God.  This life of obedience does not earn you God’s love because God already loves you.  Obedience does not earn you God’s salvation, because God already saved you.  And obedience does not earn you the love of this church, because we already love you.  The love of this church and the love of God, though they cannot be bought, though they have no price, though they are completely free, they is not worthless.  They are priceless.

And Oakhurst Presbyterian Church, members of the body of Christ – whether you have been here for 80 years or today is your first day, God charges you today with the responsibility of unconditional love.  Of accepting yourselves unconditionally as children of God.  Of teaching Matthew that he is loved.  Of teaching Val that she is loved.  Of supporting Val as she teaches Matthew that he is loved.  Of teaching Matthew how to love the world unconditionally.  Today we promise to make a new disciple even as we struggle to be disciples ourselves.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, God loves you unconditionally.  Before you were born, God loved you.  Before the world began God chose you.  Not because of something you did or even who you are, but simply because you are.  God loves us and God calls us to love.  Let us respond through baptism and by remembering our own baptisms.

