The Church of the Pentecost

Punchline: God’s vision for us is the Pentecost.  How much are we wiling to give for that vision?

1) Surveys from August (Haven’t had a chance to go over them with session, but wanted to mention one thing in particular)

a. Where do you think we’ll be in 10 years? <Slide 1>
i. Most people said, “Gone”  (I was actually kind of relieved to hear that because at least we’re being honest with ourselves.) <Click>
b. Where do you hope we’ll be? <Slick 2>
i. Many people said, “Moved.”  Some said “Merged” which we can talk about another time. <Click>
=>  My assumption, when I read “moved” is that we want to be in a neighborhood that looks more like us – language, culture, and class and race.

I don’t think moving is the answer for a few reasons: <Slide 2>

2) Practical <click>
a. Where can we move - that won’t look like this neighborhood in 10 years?

Most experts predict that within 40 years people of European heritage in the U.S. will be less than 50% of the population.  Many major cities are already there.  <click>  (Some things in church life are fads – this is not one.  It will not pass or go out of style in 25 years.)
b. If we move, what will we do differently for people more like us?  (There are people like us in this neighborhood that aren’t coming to our church.  Why would it be different in another neighborhood?)  <click>
There are also some 

3) Spiritual reasons <Slide 3>  I don’t think moving is the answer.

a. Would we be moving for God or for ourselves?  Is God’s kingdom better served by us leaving a poor and diverse neighborhood and moving to a middle class monocultural neighborhood?  <click>
But most importantly, I hear a lot of people saying that we need to move because we CAN’T reach out to this neighborhood.  That it’s impossible.

Do we really believe that God cannot use us to reach the people in this neighborhood?  That the good news of Jesus Christ is not strong enough to overcome barriers of race, class, language, and culture?  That this challenge is impossible?

I know the challenge of reaching out to the Riverside and Oakhurst Neighborhood is great, but I also know God can do it.  God is calling us to do it, partly for our survival:

Currently 91% of the Presbyterian Church is white as the country is 69% white.  We are not reaching a rapidly growing part of the population (in 40 years less than half of America will be white).  Nearly every business has gotten used to doing business in more than one language and yet only 2% of churches use more than 1 language regularly.  Imagine if we were a business in Fort Worth and we didn’t put resources into reaching the Hispanic community and were happy to serve only people who looked like us – how long would we last?

This is the challenge that God has given us and like the challenges of the Old Testament prophets, this is a case of “do it or die.”

But God has given us this challenge mostly for our growth in faith and in joy.

Here is the vision that I believe God is sending to Oakhurst Presbyterian Church:

4) Andy – not what you would expect as a pastor of Oakhurst Pres.

a. Yankee, young, Chinese American, married to a white wife, who pastors at a Hispanic church.  I have a bi-racial son who will be very confused growing up.  (We are not your typical clergy couple)

b. Why would God have me serve OPC?  What could I offer this church specifically, that other pastors would not be able to offer?

5) The Pentecost

a. The very first thing the disciples of Jesus Christ did when the church was founded was to proclaim the good news to people who were not like them.  And the first thing the Holy Spirit did when the church was founded was to give them the power to do it.  God’s vision for our church is to demonstrate the power of the gospel by intentionally reach across lines of race, class, culture, and language to reach people WHO ARE NOT LIKE US.  God’s vision for us is to show the world that people who are different in culture, class, race, and language are still one in faith in Jesus Christ.

b. *I* am not like y’all, and yet we can worship together, serve together, teach each other, hold each other accountable, and love each other.  And not only that: we learn new things about God from each other BECAUSE we are different.  Because we come from different places and have different experiences, we experience different sides of God which we can share together joyfully.  This is something that no force other than Jesus Christ in this world can do: bring people from different places together in love to be one body.

We’re going to talk more next week about some details of what it means to live into this vision.

This is an immense challenge.  I don’t pretend this is easy.  It is necessary for the survival of Oakhurst Presbyterian Church and for the survival of the PCUSA.  It is also God’s vision and mission and calling for us.  However, for me, what’s most important about this vision…is that it’s joyful and exciting.  <slide> It’s not an obligation, it’s an opportunity.  We see in Isaiah all the nations coming from East and West and North and South riding chariots and camels and mules and wagons and they will worship together.  God will be worshipped in all languages, with all styles of music, through all cultures, by all people – together.  People learning all new things about God and about the world and themselves because of the diversity of experience.    

Imagine the stories of how One God can transform the lives of the starving Ghanaian and the Wall Street Banker.  Imagine the stories of how One God can bring hope and freedom to the Mexican immigrant and to the Christian in Palestine.  Imagine the stories of how One God can empower the Chinese American Yankee and the white Texan to transform a Mexican neighborhood with the grace and love of Christ.  This is God’s vision.

And that is why we set this table today.  On World  Communion Sunday, we remember how wide our God is.  We remember how amazing it is that a Jew from 2000 years ago and a world away could understand us, save us, and love us, even though we are so different.  We remember the Pentecost when the Holy Spirit overcame all barriers of race, class, language, and culture through the proclaiming of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  And we pray and we strive and we commit and we vision – for a time when, as Isaiah prophesied, all the nations of this world will worship together.  We come to this table together in anticipation and in foresight of a time when we will be around this table with people who are not like us and we will all share what God has done for us : When our brothers and sisters around the world and even around this neighborhood – Mexicans, Chinese, Native American, African American, African, South East Asian, white, physically and mentally disabled, young and old, rich and poor, married and single, educated and uneducated, and everyone in between -  are joined in one body around one table through one baptism to worship on Lord.  This is God’s vision for Oakhurst Presbyterian Church - To love our neighbors.
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