Thank You Cards <slide 1>

Punchline: Giving is about changing our relationship to money and changing our relationship to God.

1) Malachi <Slide 2>
a) Written after the exiles and return to the Promised Land.  The devotion to the Lord had been better, but it was sliding again.

b) In Deuteronomy, it was pretty clear that if you were going to make an offering to the Lord, you were supposed to take the best animal of the flock and offer it – it could not have any blemishes or spots, and diseases or illnesses, and disabilities or cripples.

c) But here in Malachi we see that the priests (who were the ones who determined whether an animal was high enough quality to be offered to God) were allowing lame, blind, sick, low quality animals to be offered.

d) Why would the people make such offerings?  Because they wanted to keep the good animals for themselves – some because they were greedy, but some because they felt like they needed the healthy animals to eat or work the land or milk.  They were trying to do enough to meet the letter of the law (or maybe not even that much) so they could go home and feel like they had given but they weren’t willing to actually make a real sacrifice or to have a relationship with God.  They were trying to pull one over on God.

2) And so God says, "You defile <my altar> by saying the altar of the LORD deserves no respect.  8 When you give blind animals as sacrifices, isn't that wrong? And isn't it wrong to offer animals that are crippled and diseased? Try giving gifts like that to your governor, and see how pleased he is!  Go ahead, beg God to be merciful to you! But when you bring that kind of offering, why should he show you any favor at all?  I wish that someone among you would shut the Temple doors so that these worthless sacrifices could not be offered! I am not at all pleased with you and I will not accept your offerings.”
a) When I first read this passage this week, I thought God sounded angry that these people were trying to cheat him, but after reading it a few times, I think that God is hurt.  He knows all he has done for these people, but they do not respond with thanks.  Instead they ignore his expectations and make excuses about why they don’t need to give back.
3) Our wedding – my introduction to “Thank You Cards”

a) Xmas growing up – we never did stuff like that

b) So Lindsay tells me we need hand written notes with hand written addresses and return addresses – And I have no idea why you would do that.

c) A way to show appreciation and acknowledge the effort:

“I realize you put money, time, and thought into this gift and I appreciate it.”

The thank you card is part of a healthy relationship and it builds the relationship up.

4) And so in Malachi, when the people are offering their lame, blind, sick, blemished animals – when they are not willing to give a genuine heart felt thank you, basically, they are saying 3 things to God: <Slide 3>
a) #1 – We are not thankful for what you gave to us or we don’t acknowledge that you gave it to us

b) #2 – We think we can pull one over on you

c) #3 – We give our offering because we’re supposed to, not because we want to build our relationship with God

They are accepting the gift, and it’s even worse than not sending a thank you card, they’re sending a thank you card that obviously had no thought put into it and was a matter of formality than of actual thanksgiving.  Like a form letter or junk mail.

In this time of stewardship, I think this is a challenge to us.  God loves us unconditionally.  God hears us and cares for us and gives us joy, peace, freedom, and fellowship.  God understands us and forgives us.  And God will continue to do all these things whether we tithe or not, whether we give or not, whether we offer or not.  (Don’t believe anyone who says or even implies that you can buy God’s favor or God’s blessings with your tithe – it didn’t work so well for Jesus or Paul or Stephen or any of the other characters in the bible).

But what kind of “thank you” note are you sending to God?  When you fill out your pledge card this year, what are you saying to God?  Are you giving him the left-overs, the extras, the stuff you don’t want?  Are you giving the minimum you think you’re supposed to?  Is your giving conditional – only if things are going well or only if God answers your prayers?  Are you telling God that your material well being is more important than your relationship with him?  Are you sending a form letter thank you note to God?

Or are you truly expressing your gratitude in your tithe and thanksgiving offering?  Are you really grateful for what God has given you and you want to write a handwritten, thoughtful, from the heart, thank you note?  Do you really want to give God the very best of what he’s given you to show him that you know it’s from him, you know he put a lot of heart into it, and you appreciate it?  Are you really thankful for God’s gift to you and are your challenging yourself to give more this year? <slide 4>
Because sending a thank you note isn’t just about expressing gratitude, it’s about building a relationship.  A thank you note is a sign of love and appreciation, not just of the gift, but of the person.  It is a way that we communicate that we value the relationship.  I know we all value our relationships with God.  I know we are all thankful for everything he has given us.  I know we all want to tell him how much we appreciate his blessings AND how much we appreciate him.  So let us send God thank you cards with pledges of the very best of our offerings on Commitment Sunday.
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