Consumerism and Commitment

Punchline: We are often tempted to ask “What’s in it for me?” but Christ always sticks with us, even if there’s nothing in it for him.

1) Commitment Sunday
Joe Wong joke – “I’m scared of getting married because 50% of all marriages…last forever!”

2) Andy’s two soap boxes:

We’ve talked quite a bit about one, the other is: Consumerism

We think of it as greed – “I want more stuff.”  Consuming products.

We can also consumers of many other things:

a. Of churches

b. Of people: in friendships and relationships and marriages

c. Of jobs

d. Of ideas

=> Consumerism is the evaluation of decisions based on the question “What’s in it for me?”


“My job is pretty good for now; but if a better opportunity with another company opens up, adios!”


“My marriage just lost the spark; so we got a divorce.” (and I found someone else)


“My church did something I disagree with so I left.” Or “My church did something I disagree with so I’m withholding my offering.”


Consumerism is asking the question, “What’s in it for me?”

=> Our culture – the business world, pop culture, advertising, sports  - all tell us this is the way that the world works AND that it’s the best way to go through life – it will bring satisfaction, peace, and joy

The reason consumerism doesn’t actually bring peace, freedom, or joy is that we never learn to do anything difficult.  When we run away from one problem, either we run right into another problem or we bring the problem with us.  When we leave one marriage for another, we bring the problem with us.  When we leave one church for another, we find that the same or new problems await us at the new church.

3) In our story from Ruth this morning, Ruth faced a very tough decision

a. She was leaving behind her whole life to live with her mother-in-law in a country she had never been to

b. She didn’t know if she’d have food on the table, a roof over her head, a husband to marry, or anyone to take care of her

c. Orpah, Her sister left and went back to Moab

d. Naomi told her to go back.  She asked Ruth, “Don’t follow me to Judah.  What’s in it for you?”

4) Ruth answered <slide 2>
“Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God.  Where you die, I will die-- there will I be buried. May the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!"
=> Instead of being a consumer, Ruth made a commitment.

5) She basically said, “You are right.  There is nothing in Judah for me and my family, my friends, and my home are all back in Moab.  But I will go anyway.”

Why?  From a worldly perspective, there was no good reason.

But from a Godly perspective, that commitment not only helped out Naomi, it strengthened Ruth – back in Judah she became a stronger woman and eventually got married, had a son and became the great-grandmother of king David.

Commitment took Ruth to a difficult place where she was able to be challenged and to grow.  Not only did she help Naomi – by making and keeping her commitment, she helped herself.

It is our commitments that bring us to new challenges, it is our commitments that lead us to seek new solutions, it is our commitments that bring us growth in the faith.  When we make commitments to the church, to our businesses, to our families and spouses, and to God – then we actually overcome problems in the world and in ourselves, instead of just running from them.

And so this morning as we make a commitment, not only to this church but also to God for our giving for 2010, I encourage you to prepare your hearts for problems.  A commitment that is easy to keep isn’t of much value, but it’s when the church does something that you disagree with or when the bottom drops out of your retirement or when you really don’t know if God is listening – when it’s hard to keep your commitment – that’s when your true character shows AND that’s when you will find the most spiritual growth by keeping the commitment.  Make a commitment and keep it – for God, for our church, but mostly for yourself.

Because Christ made a similar commitment with us.  Christ had less reason to come to Earth than Ruth had of going with Naomi to Judah.

a. He gave us thousands of years to straighten up

b. Send prophets, exiles, judgments, floods

c. Tried mercy and love

d. Came in burning bush and pillar of fire, angels, still small voices…

=> and we kept messing up.  On Christmas morning why would Christ come to this broken, sinful, consumeristic world – in the form of a helpless baby born in a manger, unable to pick up his own head - knowing that he would end life naked, beaten, mocked, and crucified?  What was in it for him? <pause>

But Christ is committed to you and to me and to this world.  God made a commitment and a covenant with this world in creation saying, “I will love you, no matter what.  You will sin, you will turn away from me, you will break my heart – but I am committed to loving you, no matter what.”

Brothers and sisters, on Christmas morning, Christ said to us, “My children, Where you go, I will go; where you live, I will live; you will always be my people and I will always be your God.  Where you die, I will die, too-- there will I be buried. But I won’t stay buried, because not even death will ever part me from you!"
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