From Slave to Heir
Punchline: Christ’s mission in his birth, life, death, and resurrection was to bring intimacy rather than fear/obedience into our relationship with God.  We cannot just do what God says (or even just believe what we are supposed to believe).  We must build an intimate relationship with God.

1) I remember when I first became a Christian in college, trying to figure out how Christianity worked and how prayer worked and how God worked.  <slide 1>:

a. There was lots of bargaining:

“God, if I do this or stop doing this bad habit, then will you do this for me?”

Anyone ever do this?

(For me, if I stop swearing, will you help me?)

b. There was lots of studying about rules:

“A Christian is supposed to talk like this, act like this, wear these clothes...”

Anyone ever heard this?

c. There wasn’t all that much joy - I believed God was out there and God loved me, but I wasn’t excited or passionate about my faith.

<click>

2) The problem with bargaining with God and the problem with following the rules of the bible too seriously…is that it eliminates God from the picture.  Bargaining with God and rule following are ways that we try to put ourselves in control instead of letting God be in control.

a. If I bargain with God, then it’s up to me what will happen.

(I can control whether my surgery is successful, I can control whether my wife comes back, I can control whether my husband stops drinking)

Rather than relying on God we try to put ourselves in control

b. If I rule follow, I can make God love me

(“You have to let me into heaven now, because I did all the things I was supposed to.”  “At least I’m not as bad as that guy.”)

Rather than relying on God’s grace and unconditional love to affirm us and tell us we are valuable, we begin to measure human worth based on performance

3) Paul encountered this exact same problem in Galatia

a. The whole letter, he spends talking about how the people are more interested in following rules and making up new rules to follow than they are in actually building a relationship with God.

b. (He never really writes about which rules he is specifically mad about, because it’s not about the specific rules themselves.  It’s about the concept of rule following as a way to earn God’s grace.)

4) So he uses the analogy of slave and heir <Slide>
a. When an heir is a minor, he is not different from a slave (he’s drawing an analogy to God’s people in the days before Jesus came) – He does what he is told, whether he understands it or not, whether he agrees with it or not.  The heir has no ability to determine for himself his own path.

b. But once the heir reaches a certain point of maturity, he becomes a peer of the father – maybe not an equal, but a trusted peer – and the dynamic becomes less about protecting him from himself (which is what all those rules were about) and more about building a relationship with him.

c. The heir and the father can share their lives with each other, their hopes and fear and dreams, they can disagree with each other, they can be mad at each other and forgive each other, they can be honest with each other, they can correct each other, and they can love each other.

And so Paul writes that this is the glory of Christ’s incarnation on Christmas day: <slide>
that God decided that we were no longer minors, but peers.  Humanity was no longer something that needed to be protected from itself, but it was capable of making its own decisions and entering into true relationship.

On Christmas, God opened himself up to relationship.  In becoming human, God became vulnerable with us. In becoming human, he shared himself with us.  In his life as a human, God shared his hopes and fears with us, his joys and concerns.  He disagreed with us and we disagreed with him.  He got mad at us and we got mad at him and he grew to understand us and we grew to understand him.  He corrected us and we tried to correct him (that doesn’t work out quite as well).  He entered into a true loving relationship with us and we entered a true loving relationship with him.

And so Paul’s challenge to us this morning is two-fold:


First, when we pray, when we worship, when we study – whenever we interact with God: Paul challenges us to be in relationship and not try to distance ourselves from God.  How often do our prayers become, “God do this.  God do that.”?  Rather than, “God what is your will?”  How often do we pray, “God forgive me for all my sin” rather than, “God, I am really ashamed because I cheated on my spouse.  Please let me know that you still love me.”  Or…”I can’t stop drinking…or that time I was abused.  Please let me know that you still love me.”  How often do we pray, “God, I will praise you even though my life is in the gutter” When we really want to say, “God, I am really mad and I want you to tell me why you’re doing this!”


The whole joy and challenge of true loving relationship – is that it requires honesty and openness.  God knows exactly how we’re feeling anyway – God knows when we’re mad at him (and it is absolutely 100% faithful to be mad at God) or when we’re ashamed or when we’re just going through the motions.  And our relationship with God grows when we are open about it and let God into it.


Brothers and sisters, slaves and minors have distance between themselves and their master.  They do not understand, they do not question, they cannot be open and honest.  But in Christ, we have been made heirs and peers with God.  God desires a true loving relationship with us, and therefore, God desires to know all about our guilt, our shame, our anger, our loneliness, our rejection, our lament, as well as our joy, hope, freedom, peace, courage, triumph, and love.  We are no longer minors…in Christ we have become heirs.  Let us enter into loving relationship with God.  In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen.
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