Giving Voice to the Voiceless
Punchline: Christ’s coming will turn everything on its head.

1) Zechariah & Mary (What were some similarities and differences in the stories?)

	Zechariah
	Mary

	Priest married to a woman of a priestly line
	A virgin engaged to a man of David’s line

	Righteous and living blamelessly
	

	
	

	Scared by the appearance of the angel
	Perplexed by the angel’s greeting

	Is told of the birth of his child
	Is told of the birth of her child

	Is skeptical at the possibility
	Is skeptical at the possibility

	Questions Gabriel
	Questions Gabriel

	Is told all about who his son will be
	Is told all about who her son will be

	Is silenced
	Is praised
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This doesn’t seem fair to me!
He was the faithful church goer and the temple leader – the elder in the church – serving on session and 3 committees!  How come they both asked the same question and Zechariah got silenced while Mary got praised?!
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2) Theory 1 – Zechariah did not believe

a. Gabriel says, “Since you did not believe….”

=> This answer never sat well with me.  Their questions were equally skeptical.

3) Theory 2 – Maybe it was in the wording?

a. Zechariah asked, “How will I know?”

b. Mary asked, “How can it be?”

=> This never really made sense to me either.  I don’t think Gabriel is that picky.


Theory 3 – Maybe it was because Mary was carrying the Son of God


=> Still doesn’t seem fair

4) This story only occurs in the gospel according to Luke and what is the great emphasis in Luke’s gospel?

a. The radical way that Jesus turns the world on its head:

i. The valleys will be exalted and the mountains made low

ii. Blessed are the poor, woe to the rich

iii. The widow’s mite

iv. The rich man and Lazarus

v. The word “poor” occurs in Matt. & Mark 5 times, 4 times in John and 11 times in Luke.

vi. The Isaiah intro; Jesus says in Luke, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,  19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
=> Luke is all about how Jesus is going to flip the world on its head.
5) So why did Zechariah become mute when Mary didn’t?  -  Because Zechariah had a voice and Mary did not. <Slide 4>
Not literally, but figuratively.

a. Zechariah was an important, respected, well-liked member of the faith community.  He had responsibilities, he led worship, he served on session…In the church and in the world at large people listened to what he had to say.

b. Mary, on the other hand, was young, immature, female, from a town nobody had ever heard of, not well educated, and not a long-time part of the faith community.  In fact, we’re not even sure if she’d been to church before…Not many people cared about or listened to what Mary had to say.

=> And so God, through the angel Gabriel, flipped the world on its head.  Zechariah the priest, lost his voice, and Mary the young girl was the favored one.

I think many of us imagine that in God’s kingdom, whether we get there through death or through Christ’s second coming or through building it ourselves here on Earth – I think we imagine that everyone is equal.  But I think this story and many other stories in Luke and throughout the bible show us that though we are all loved equally, the first shall be last and the last shall be first.  Those who are in power now will not be in power in the kingdom, but those who are oppressed will be freed.  Those who have now will not have in the kingdom, but the servants will become the served.  Those who are listened to and have voice – at the polls or through the power of their consumption – will be mute in the kingdom and those who have no voice will be heard.
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This is the peace that Christ is bringing and this is the peace that we look forward to on Christmas morning and as we look to Christ’s return.  Christmas is a joyful holiday, but it also has an edge to it.  The kingdom of God is coming, peace is coming, and Christ is coming, but we may be surprised at what they look like when they arrive.  As Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of justice.”  The prince of peace is coming to flip the world on its head.  As John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 
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